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INPUT FOR DISCUSSION: TEACHER BEHAVIOR AS A TASK
OF TEACHER TRAINING CONSIDERING
THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS
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ABSTRACT

This article discusses and combines some ideas of the article ““Some issues of
concern for students who have average and weak grades on chemistry” of Nguyen, Trinh
and the article “Preparing teachers for current chemistry education innovation in
secondary schools in Vietnam™ of Dao. Both articles show in different ways in how far
education reforms are needed in Vietnam and in how far awareness and thinking changes
are necessary in the current teacher training.
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TOM TAT
Tw li¢u thdo ludn: Tir Vigc xem xét cdc hoat dpng cdi cach gido duc
cho thdy hanh vi gi4o vién 1a mét nhiém vu trong ddo tao gido vién
Bai viér dé cdp va Két néi cac quan diém cia hai bai bao “Mét sé van dé can quan
tam doi vdi hoc sinh trung binh, yéu mon Hoa hoc” cua tac gia Trinh, Nguyen va “Chudn
bi cho gido vién trudc doi moi gido duc Hoa hoc trung hoc hién nay tai Viét Nam” cua tac
gia bao Thi Hoang Hoa. Theo nhiing cdch khdc nhau, hai bai béo cho thay su can thiét
Cua doi moi gido duc o Viét Nam; va sw can thiét cua viéc thay doi nhan thirc va tw duy
trong dao tao gido vién hién nay.

Tar khoa: gido duc hda hoc, dao tao gido vién, phuong phép day hoc hda hoc.

The article “Preparing teachers for current chemistry education innovation in
secondary schools in Vietham’ from Dao Thi Hoang Hoa and the article “Some issues
of concern for students who have average and weak grades on chemistry” from Trinh
Van Bieu and Nguyen Thi Ngoc Tuyet show different perspectives but touch the same
problems. The two article complement each other and we see them as two sides of a
coin. We completely agree with the basic messages of both articles. Both claim for
pupil’s right of understanding chemistry and they reveal that “good marks” can also be
reached by weak chemistry pupils, if the teacher behavior gets more pupil orientated.
Understanding of chemistry is social duty, imperative and it is necessary, when
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e environment/daily life need to be regarded, experienced, interpreted from a
chemical view,

e customers/citizens need to communicate and to secure a standpoint,

e connections between society, nature, technology need to be evaluated.

Trinh/Nguyen show the meaning of teacher behavior and the necessity of a
change ([...] nguwoi day 1a [...] nguyén nhan c6 y nghia quyét dinh [...], p.186) with
findings concerning factors influencing average and weak chemistry pupils. Without
concretion the results point out the weaknesses of teachers in methodical and
pedagogical skills. In how far other boundary conditions have an effect in detail (e.g.
on teacher) Trinh/Nguyen illustrate just rudimentary with the problematical tunnel
vision on achievements in Vietnam (Bénh thanh tich cua gido duc, p.183) or the
Vietnamese school conditions. In general both articles highlight the importance of the
“bottom-up” perspective for the reforms, which is the reforms must be based on teacher
behavior. Only “top-down” (MOET) reforms won’t be (binh méi ruou ci, p.127).

Dao concretizes aspects for a more effective and good teacher behavior:
respecting pupil’s needs, problems, attitudes and evaluating personal skills of pupils.
She remarks that this should be also considered in teacher training. Pupils will profit by
this, because pupil’s possibilities will be used and therefore it will be possible to
differentiate. Experiences and mindsets of pupils will be the starting point of all
learning efforts. That could increase the popularity of chemistry teaching and chemistry
teacher and it could also increases the learning performance of pupils. Both factors
correlate: positive attitudes are enhancing performances.

Both “Sides” are important in order to change chemistry teaching in Vietnam.
Pedagogically orientated teacher behavior in the meaning of Dao also assures further
positive effects like popularity, interests, attitudes, for learning and understanding.
Scientific literacy as a goal of chemistry teaching should be focused and factors
influencing pupil’s learning performance must be reflected in the meaning of
Trinh/Nguyen. Such an awareness for teacher behavior could initiate a sustainable
change for boundary conditions, mindsets and beliefs. As a consequence school would
be more accepted in society and more successful, like signified above. Therefore we
see the article of Trinh/Nguyen as a constructive input, although “good marks” could
be understand just as a qualification or achievement in a behavioristic meaning. Marks
or rewards for achievement are focused much more than the intrinsic enthusiasm for
the subject.

The quintessence of both articles: Teacher behavior must create trust by the
learners and must apply communication. These are basic aspects of commercial
strategies in order to improve the image. These understanding processes can initiate a
learning psychological perspective of chemistry teaching. Dao stresses this as an
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important aspect for the educational reforms (Panh gia qua trinh, p.127). Just like
Trinh/Nguyen, Dao also reflects social factors and conditions.

From our subjective foreign view both articles are important for the reforms.
Pupil competences (or “better” marks) require teacher competences, which helps to
make the pupil competent. It would be urgent for Vietnam that teacher training reflects
the “top-down” as well as the “bottom-up” perspective. For a successful and
sustainable reformation it is not done by providing students versatile teaching methods
that doesn’t regard real conditions, pupil’s interests, attitudes, wishes, skills and
possibilities. Future teachers need to be prepared for the reality of schools and the
practice of teaching. With this philosophy teachers should be trained in order to imply
renovation and innovation of teacher training into daily life. Therefore they need time
and possibilities to get an awareness of their teacher behavior and reflect their attitude
towards teaching like Dao reveals. If teacher training in Vietnam can adapt this it
would be a great step towards successful educational reformation.
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