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BEN KHONG CHONG - NHUNG AM ANH KHO QUEN
TU TRANG SACH PEN MAN ANH

PHAN BiCH THUY"

TOM TAT

Tiéu thuyét Bén khong chong ciia nha vin Dwong Hiudng dwoc dao dién Luu Trong
Ninh dung thanh phim truyén cung tén nam 1999. Thong qua méi quan hé cua nhan vt
Nguyén Van véi cdc nhan vit khdc trong tac phdm, tac gia da khdc hoa sdu sdc than phin
nhitng con ngudi & lang Péng véi bao trdc tré, dé vé va bi thwong, mang lai cho nguoi
xem nhiéu dm dnh khé quén.

Tir khéa: phim truyén chuyén thé tir van hoc, “Bén khong chong”.

ABSTRACT
“Bén khong chdng” - a unforgettable obsession from novel to film

“Bén khong chong”, a novel by Huong Duong, it was transformed into a movie with
the same title in 1999 by director Luu Trong Ninh. Through interactions between the main
character, Nguyen Van, and other people, the author delineates people’s fates in the East
Village filled with contretemps, crackers and suffering that brings readers many

unforgettable obsessions.

Keywords: films based on a written material, “Bén khong chong”.

Tiéu thuyét Bén khéng chong cua
nha van Duong Hudng 1a mot trong ba
tac pham van xudi dugc giai thuong Vin
hoc cia HOi nha van Viét Nam nam
1991. Bén khéng chong tai hién cudc doi
cia nhiing con ngudi ¢ mot lang ndng
thén Bic B vai bao tric trd, dd va va bi
thuong, thoi gian trong va sau chién
tranh. Pao dién Luu Trong Ninh rat tim
déc khi chon tac pham Bén khong chéng
dé dyng thanh phim truyén cing tén. Pao
dién chia sé: “T6i rdt thich chat van ciia
Duwong Huodng, thdt tha nhung khong
kém phdn séu sdc. Téi vé cing cam dong
va kham phuc sw hy sinh chiu dung gir
tron long thuy chung cua nhitng nguoi
phu nit lang Pong cé chong con di chién

dau” [5, tr.28]. Sau sau ndm chuan bi va
hoan thién kich ban, phim Bén khong
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chong duoc san xuat nim 1999 va nhan
dugc giai Bong sen bac tai Lién hoan
phim Qudc gia nam 2001,

Khi dua tiéu thuyét Bén khong
chong 1én phim, cac tac gia dién anh hau
nhu trung thanh vé&i chi dé& va bam sat
cdt truyén cua tac pham vin hoc. Pay 1a
cach chuyén thé quen thudc. Tuy nhién,
mdi loai hinh nghe thuat lai co nhu’ng
phU:O'ng cach thé hién rleng nén gitra tiéu
thuyét va phim truyén van co sy khac biét
nhit dinh.

Cot truyén chinh tr van hoc dén
man anh: mo ta than phan khén kho cua
nhiing con nguoi lang Pong qua hai cudc
khang chién chéng Phap va My. Bén
canh ndi dau do chién tranh giy ra, con
nguoi con bi “bam dap” vi nhitng dinh
kién, 1& thoi khic nghiét cia xi hoi.
Nhimng dinh kién da tr¢' thanh “bong ma
v6 hinh” bao vay, bop nghet iy cudc doi
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tung con nguoi lang Pong, can thi¢p vao
doi séng riéng tu cia nhitng nguoi vo
gbéa nhu ba Hon, ba Nhan, hay nhiing c6
gai tré khat khao hanh phtic nhu Hanh,
Tham, Dau... V& ngay ca nhiing nguoi
dan 6ng “hiém hoi” cuia lang Pong ciing
chiu chung ) phan, dac biét nghi¢t nga
ddi véi ong Van, khi ong budc phai chon
cai chét dé két thc bi kich cta doi minh.
Trong tiéu thuyét cling nhu trén
man dnh, Nguyén Van la nhan vt trung
tam két nbi voi cac nhan vat khic trong
tac pham dé néu bat ba cha dé 16n: Cai
cach ruong dat, ndi co don va chu nghia
khic ky. Ca ba chu dé dan xen, két hop,
bd sung 1am cho ciu chuyén trong tiéu
thuyét va trén phim tré nén da dang, phic
tap, chua dung nhiéu cam xuc, mang lai
cho nguoi xem nhidu 4m anh khé quén.
M¢ dau tiéu thuyét, Nguyén Van -
ngudi chién si vé vang tir chién trudong
Dién Bién phuc vién tr¢ vé lang. Nha vin
Duong Hudng viét: “Nguwoi lang Péng
khéng con nhdn ra Nguyén Van. Thang
Van mdt toét bé lang di bdy gio vé day.
D6 ai con dam coi thiwong Nguyén Van.
Hdy cir nhin nhitng tam hudn chirong
rung rinh lap lanh trén nguce Van...”. [1,1.5]
V6i thanh tich vé vang & chién
truong, Nguyén Van nhanh chong trd
thanh than tuong cia ca lang. Tir gia dén
tré trong lang Pong, nhit nhat mot diéu
chti Van, hai diéu chi Van. Moi viéc 16n
nho trong lang, Nguyén Van hét long
tham gia voi tdm huyét, trach nhiém cua
ngudi chién si xung kich. Nhiéu phu nir
c6 don wu 4i danh cho Nguyén Van tinh
cam dac biét va mong udc duoc ong dap
lai. D6 1a ba Nhan - vg goba li¢t si va ba

Hon — vg goda trong mot gia dinh dia chu
vura bi céi tao. Nhung ho cang mudn g?ln
giii thi Nguyén Van lai c6 ging lang
tranh vi so “mat quan diém”, boi ong la
Dang vién va la nguoi lanh dao. Moi lac
moi noi, Nguyén Van géng minh dé kim
nén tinh cam c4 nhan, gin gitt “phdm gid
cua minh”

Tir tiéu thuyét dén phim, ngudi xem
dugce chung kién khong khi cua thoi ky
sau “cai cach ruong dat” ¢ lang Pong.
Nhitng ngudi c¢6 dinh liu d&én dia chu
phan nhiéu bi phan biét ddi xu, ky thi
nhu me con ba Hon trong tac pham. Khi
théng Tén, con ba Hon bi tré lang tréi lai
va “da ddo do dia chii”, n6 duge ong Van
ra tay che chd. Khén kho nhat ddi véi me
con thang Tén 1a bi lang xém miét thi,
khinh bi. Tuy mang tiéng 1a “dia chi”
nhung cudc séng cua ho ciing khong hon
gi nhitng nguoi lao dong trong lang. Lén
lén, thang Toén xung phong di bo doi, né
noi: “Téi di bo dji dé me téi dwoc nging
cao dau”... [3]. Sau nay, thing Tén hy
sinh & chién truong, ba Hon tir vg dia chu
tré thanh me liét si. Chi tiét nay c6 phan
khéc biét gitta van hoc va dién anh.
Trong tiéu thuyét, nha vin dé thang Ton
trg vé lang, xdy nha lay vo va lam giau.
Nhung trén phim, céc tac gia dién anh lai
cho nhan vat Tén hy sinh & chién truong.
Su thay ddi nay da nhan manh sau hon sy
tac dong nang né cta du luin x3 hoi dén
tam ly, tinh cam va sy hinh thanh nhan
cach ctia con ngudi. Gop phan lam sau
sic hon nhitng anh huong cua hoan canh
lich str d&én nhitng van dé xa hoi ma cac
tac gia dit ra trong tac pham.
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Chu d& vé ndi c6 don va 1ong vi ky
xuyén sudt tiéu thuyét va phim, duoc in
dam qua cudc doi nhan vat Nguyén Van
va nhiing ngudi phu nit yéu thuong ong.
Ngay tir ngdy méi vé lang, ong Van da ra
tay bao vé thang Tén thoat khoi sy “si
nhuc” cia tré lang, nén trong mit ba
Hon, 6ng Van Ia “vi cru tinh” ma ba khat
khao dugc ton tho, yéu thuong. Nhung
cach thé hién tinh cam manh bao cta ba
Hon, cang khién 6ng Van lanh xa ba:
«..Téi ndo hung lén, mu Hon lai vac
chiéc chong tre ra san nam ténh hénh vén
qudn 1én khoe bé dui trdng 1op...Mu ta
giong y nhw con méo cdi nha my méi lan
ngdy dwc né lai ruot trén mdi nha gdo
rong lén tirng con. Méi lan cé tiéng méo
gao, my Hon lgi gia vo tuc, nhay lén dap
cua goi Van:

- Bdc Van oi ddy ldy cdy sdo ma ddp
cho né mét tran dé né chiva di. Nghe no
gao thé ai ma chiu duoc.

Nguyén Van ngé qua khe cira, thdy
mu Hon an mdc ho hénh dung tho dai
thuon thuot...”. [1, tr.188]

Ttr rat nhiéu chi tiét & tic pham vin
hoc, cac tac gid dién anh chon loc nhiing
chi tiét hinh anh giau tinh an dy dé miéu
ta tam trang “tu d4u tranh” cua ong Van
nhu: khi 6ng vo tinh nhin thidy ba Hon
tam dudi ao trong dém tdi va voi vang
quay di. Hay hinh anh 6ng Van 161 con ga
trbng cta minh ra khoi 16ng khi ba Hon
¢d tinh nhdt né chung véi con ga mai cua
minh. Khi danh du va uy tin cua ong Van
cang cao trong lang, ong cang cb ging
song “ép xac” dé phu h0’p vl khudn
phép cua 1¢ lang va che gidu tim trang
bét an ciia minh. Pé tao niém tin cho ban
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than, 6ng Van luon mang khiu sing
truong bén minh, ké ca lac ngi. Khong
chiju ndi, mot 1an ba Hon lao vao 6m léy
ong thon thic: “Anh phdi ldy vo chir ?
Anh dinh om cdy sung ca doi hay
sao?”...[3]

Nguoi 6ng Van that sy yéu la ba
Nhan, nhung 6ng cling khong dam cong
khai tinh cdm cua minh. Ngay ca gap go
ba Nhan ciing khién 6ng ngai ngiing. Mot
lan bat duoc nhiéu ca 16 “Van quyét dinh
mang cho chi Nhan mot nira. Dém 16i thé
cha ai biét ma ngai. NguyéNn Van ldp cap
buoc vao ngo nha chi Nhan khong ddam
bam dén” [1, tr.147]. Nhiéu lin ong
mudn noi chit “yéu” v6i ba Nhan nhung
tinh yéu dy van cAm ling trong long: “Téi
yéu chi ddy tir lau roi, chi ¢é dam khong?
Khéng! Khéng bao gio lai xdy ra diéu
khing khiép dy. Trén doi nay con bao
nhiéu chuyén rang budc: danh du, uy

" [1, tr.150]. La vo liét si (c6 chong
va con trai hy sinh trong khang chién)
nén ba Nhan ciling de dat trong tinh cam
d6i voi ong Van.

Piéu dang budn 1a khong chi ong
Van, ba Nhan, ma hdu nhu moi nguoi
trong lang Pong déu tuan thu luat 1& vo
hinh 4y, ho hanh xu vi 1ong vi ky da tro
thanh thoi quen. Nguoi nay “trong
chung” nguoi kia va ca lang Pong bao
tram trong khong khi ning né, u am.
Trong lan 6ng Van mang ca 16 dén cho
ba Nhan, troi mua tam ti, quin 4o 6ng
w6t hét. Ba Nhan lay db dung cia con trai
(d3 hy sinh) dé 6ng Van thay va... hai
nguoi vo tinh “cham nhau”. Ho hot
hoang bung tinh. Trén phim, 6ng Van va
ba Nhan bi giat minh boi “tiéng kéng bao
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dong” vang 1én ron rd khip lang. Ong
Van voéi va chay vé, bo mic nguoi dan ba
yéu minh ngd ngang, x4u ho. Tiéng kéng
4y nhu bong ma vo hinh dd “bao tir” biét
bao méi tinh méi chém nd & lang Pong.
Hanh, con gai ba Nhan vi thuong me c6
lan da thang than noi voi ong Van: “Chil
hén ldm, hai mwoi nam me chau cho chu,
hay la chii bat lyc”. [3]

Thé hé thir hai cua lang Pong ciing
gip phai bi kich tuong tu. Tiéu biéu nhat
la cap doi Nghia va Hanh. Tinh yéu cua
ho dugc chém nd tir khi con 1a nhitng
dtra tré, cung hoc hanh, vui choi va ném
trai nhitng vui budn cua lang qué. Ho yéu
nhau nhung bi ngin can vi mau thuin lau
doi cua dong ho. Cudi cung, nhd sy gitp
dd cua doan thé ho dén duogc véi nhau.
Nhirng tudng tinh yéu dugc thir thach sé
bén chit. Nhung thoi gian troi qua, Hanh
van chua c6 con di 1am phat y gia dinh
chdng. Loi ra tiéng vao, me Nghia ling
lang tim v¢ mai cho con trai. Nghia ban
cong viéc & don vi khong hé hay biét,
Hanh tu i viét gidy li hon va tré vé nha
me. Trong tam trang hoang mang, c6 don
dén tot cung: “Hanh da nhan ra trén doi
nay chi co Van la ngwoi dan ong duy
nhdt hiéu va thirong yéu né > [1, tr.292].
Suy nghi 4y dd dwa Hanh dén véi chu
Van, ¢6 dau don cho than phan nhiing
phu nt khong con: “Cha lé moi nguoi
dan ba khéng c6 con déu bo di?...”. Voéi
y nghi 4y, Hanh cha dong mang niém vui
dén cho “chu Van”, Hanh trdn an ong:
“Oi, con nguwoi khon khé ding thirong...
Ping s¢, sé chang ai biét dau. Cha 1é
chau lai khéng mang lai niém vui cho ai?
[1, tr.292]. Nhung Hanh da 1am, sau cai
dém dinh ménh éy, cuoc séng ong Van

tr¢ thanh dia nguc, 6ng luon tu dan vat:
“thcfy minh la ké khén nan, sa doa, huy
hoai ca cuéc doi tiét hanh cia Hanh...”
[1, tr.292]. Con ban than Hanh khong thé
ngd minh lai ¢ thai, c6 quyét dinh bo
lang di xa.

Nghia - nguoi chong si quan “dep
trai nhdt lang” cia Hanh, sau khi lay vo
moi nhung van khong c6 con. Thét vong,
budn chan, anh bo vo mdi, trd vé lang
Dong. Trong tam trang dau x6t, an han vi
chia tay voi Hanh, Nghia x4t xa nhin lai
bi kich cua minh va moi nguoi trong lang
bong: “Pém dém nam tro troi mét minh
trong ba gian nha mdi bang lanh ngdt,
anh moi nhin lai ban than, nhin lai canh
lang Dong tir bao nam nay ciing khong it
ngueoi ¢é canh ngd giong anh. Chi Van...
Hom ra tham chu, Nghia sttng so nhin
lén gwong mat chii gdy som di, téc bac
trang nhw mét éng ldo. Con Thanh sudt
doi phai mang bo mat di dang khong vo
con. Cuc ngay xwa dung dung mang tra
trau cau Thanh, dd twong ldy dwoc ddm
khac kha hon, ai ngo vo beo vat tép lam
le ong Ba Chuwong. Dau ngay xua lem
lém vay, gio lai ldy cita Phdt lam vui.
Pén nhie cdi Tham ruc ré nhat nhi lang
Péng bdy gio van vo vé nudi con mot
minh...” [1, tr.301]

Ca tiéu thuyét va phim déu két thiic
bang cai chét bi thwong cia 6ng Van.
Trong tiéu thuyét, 6ng nhay xudng song.
Nhung trén phim, cac tac gia lai dé ong
treo cd. Pung nhu 16i duc két cia cu ba
trong phim: “Ké khéng biét boi thi nhay
xuong séng, ké biét boi thi treo c6” [3].
Cai chét cia Nguyén Van da 1am ca lang
Dong “bung tinh”, nha vdn Duong
Hudng viét: “Bao nhiéu nam nay Nguyén
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Van song lang 1é trong ngdi nha vuon
wom gio bong dung cdi chét ciia Nguyén
van lai lam thirc tinh moi nguoi dan lang
Péng nghi vé mt diéu gi doé (...) tat ca
moi nguwoi ai ciing thdy rang minh dang
khéc — khéc am tham lang 18, khée vé néi
dau nhadn tinh, khéc cho mét linh hon ¢
doc”. [1, tr.309-310]

So v&i van hoc, doan két trén phim
tao nhiéu 4m anh cho nguoi xem. Mot lan
nita, cac tac gia lai dung “tiéng kéng bao
dong” am vang khi khong gian di chim
trong dém tdi, nhung xung quanh nha
ong Van van c6 mot dam ngudi dang
dom ng6. Bé1 trong nha c6 Hanh va con
gai tro vé sdng v6i 6ng Van. Bang cach
dung “tiéng kéng bao dong”, cac tic gia
dién anh mudn nhdn manh siu hon v
tudng da co trong van hoc: Con nguoi
d6i khi khong chét vi “lan tén miii dan”
noi chién truong, nhung co thé chét vi
nhing dinh kién hep hoi, 1& théi c¢b hu. Vi
vay, cau chuyén trén phim tré nén nang
né, u &m va c6 phan khic nghiét.

M&i nhan vét chinh trong tac pham
Bén khong chéng déu mang trong minh
nhitng ndi niém an e, dic biét 1a nhan
vat Van va Hanh. Ho 1a hién than cua
nhiing “Nhdn vat luon dung gitta giap
ranh gitta thién — dc, hién — dw, luon luon
& thé giang co, chéng choi giira cdi bén

trong minh va cai nghich canh bén
ngodi; luén luén & trang thdi hoi hdn,
nuoi tiéc va cé don” [2, tr.148]. Chinh
diéu nay di tao nén sirc 16i cudn cho tac
pham & ca vin hoc va dién anh. Mdi tinh
cua Hanh va Nghia trong van hoc dugc
miéu ta rat dep va lang man, nhu mot
diém nhén, mang lai sy tuoi tré cho tac
pham vin hoc, thi trén phim mdi tinh nay
chua tao dugc cam xtc cho nguodi xem.
Nhéan vat Nghia nhu mot céi bong di bén
Hanh, khong thé hién rd sic thai, tim
trang nén méi tinh cua ho trén phim mo
nhat. Mat khéc, cac tdc gid di¢n anh hoi
tham lam khi mo ta 1an luot tit ca cac
nhan vat co trong tiéu thuyét, nén ciu
chuyén phim dan trai thiéu tap trung.

Tuy vdy, Bén khéong chéng tu
trang sach dén man anh vain c6 diém
chung, ding v&1 nhan xét cia nha nghién
ctu Lé Ngoc Tra: “Cdch mang chién
tranh dau phai luc nao ciing la ngay hoi.
Pat nude, dan téc dau thwong, doi riéng
mady ai lanh lgn ?... Hudng chi van hoc
trong ban chat séu xa cia no, la mot noi
dau doi, 1a sw nuéi tiéc khong ngudi vé
thoi gian, vé than phdn, vé nhitng gi
khéng ldp lai, va huéng chi néi buon dy
khéong phdi bao gio ciing yéu dudi, vé
ich”. [4, tr.65]
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