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NGUYEN ANH TUAN"

NU THAN SARASWATI (BENZAITEN) O NHAT BAN
- QUA TRINH HINH THANH, PHAT TRIEN VA BAN PIA HOA

Tém tit: La mot nén van minh vi dai ciia Chdau A, mét trong bon
nén van minh cé dai Ién con tiép tuc ton tai cho dén ngay nay, vin
minh An DY ¢é danh hwong manh mé va sdu sdc dén nhiéu nudce
trong khu viee Pong A va Péng Nam A. Trong sudt chiéu dai lich
su, nhitng tiép xiic - giao luu gitta van minh An D6 va cdc nén van
héa Chdu A nhw Viet Nam, Nhdt Bdn, Triéu Tién,... da dé lai
nhitng déu dn van héa dic sdc. Tai Nhét Ban, giao luu van hoa véi
An Bé qua con dwong Triéu Tién va Trung Hoa ciing khéng nam
ngoai 16. Nhiéu yéu té van héa, gom cd tén gido c6 nguon goc An
Do da duoc truyén dén Nhét Ban va dwoc nguoi Nhdt Ban tié'p thu,
dung hop dé phii hop véi diéu kién cu thé cua ho. Trong so nhitng
yéu té van héa do, khong thé khong ké dén qud trinh tiép nhan,
phat trién va ban dia héa viéc tho cdc vi than trong Hindu gido tai
Nhdt Ban. Bai viét tdp trung nghién ciru mot truong hop trong sé
cdc vi than Hindu gido dy - nit than Saraswati (tirc niv than
Benzaiten trong vin héa Nhat Bdan) nham lam ré qud trinh hinh
thanh, phat trién cting nhu dac diém ban dia héa cia tuc tho nir
than nay tai Nhdt Ban.

Tir khoa: Benzaiten, Saraswati, Than dao, Hindu gido, ban dia hoa.

1. Swr truyén ba nir than Saraswati qua Kinh Phét vao Nhat Bin

Hinh anh nit than Saraswati & Nhat Ban gan lién v6i su truyén ba hai ban
dich cta kinh Suvarnaprabhasa (The Sutra of Golden Light) tai dat nudc
ndy: ban dich cia Bao Quy (B ) va ban dich ctia Nghia Tinh (& ).
Trong hai ban dich trén, ban dich cua Bao Quy xuét hién sém hon, vao nim
676 du6i thoi Thién hoang Temmu véi tén goi Kim Quang Minh Kinh'.
Tiép d6, nam 725, dudi thoi Thién hoang Shomu, ban dich cia Nghia Tinh
d3 xuét hién voi tén goi Kim Quang Minh Téi Thing Vuong Kinh.

" Nghién ctru sinh Khoa Bong phuong hoc, Truéng Dai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hoi va
Nhén van, Pai hoc Quoc gia Ha Noi.
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Hinh tugng nit than Saraswati trong hai ban dich niy, trong méi lién
hé dbi sanh v6i ban gdc bang tiéng Phan, c6 thé duoc chia 1am ba phan
riéng biét, mbi phﬁn lai dai dién cho mot khia canh khac nhau cta ni
than: nir than cia tri tué va tai hung bién; nir thin hudéng dan nghi thic
tam bang thao dugc; nit than chién tranh. Dudi day, ching toi s& lan luot
tim hiéu nhiing hinh tugng nguyén ban ctia nir than Saraswati khi kinh
Suvarnaprabhasa méi dugc truyén vao Nhat Ban.

- Nit than cia tri tué va tdi hung bién. Cac nha phién dich kinh Phat
nguoi Trung Quéc goi Saraswati la Pai Bién Than hodc Pai Bién Thién
Than, Dai Bién Tai Thién Nit. Pay ciing chinh 12 ngudn gdc tén goi
Benten (Bién Thién) hay Benzaiten (Bién Tai Thién) cia nit than nay
trong tiéng Nhat. Cu thé, ban kinh Phat dé cap dén Saraswati v6i cac noi
dung nhu sau:

Nit than hira s& ting thém niém vui cho hoat dong giang dao cua
ngudi thuyét phap, dong thoi ciing giup ngudi thuyét phap ting cuong tai
hung bién ctia minh.

Nit than khang dinh tri tué tuyét doi cia minh khi cam két s& hoan
chinh, b6 sung lai cdc doan kinh van bi thiéu sot ciing nhu hd trg ngudi
thuyét phap nhé lai nhitng doan kinh vin minh da quén.

Nit thin con nhan manh dén nhitng quyén ning - dai tri tué ma minh
c¢6 thé dem dén cho nguoi thuyét phap, bao gdbm: phuc duc vo luong, kha
nang thau hiéu vo s6 “phuong tién”, kha ning kiém nghiém va théng sudt
tat ca cac 1y luan, hoc thuyét, kha nang biét rd tAt ca cac nghé thut trén
thé gian, kha ning thoat ra khoi vong sinh tir va dat téi canh giGi Niét
Ban, kha nang nhanh chong dat duoc sy gidc ngd tuyét ddi (anuttara
samyak sambodhi).

Nhu vay, ¢ day Saraswati hi€n 1€n v&i hinh tuong ctia mot nir than
hing bién va tri tué, c6 kha ning dem lai tai hung bién, tri thirc vé thé
gidi, tri tué vé mat tam linh va kha nang giac ngd tuyét doi.

- Nir than hwéng dan nghi thire tim bang thdo dige. Khong nén hiéu
1Am sy tdm rira & day nhu mot hinh thitc lam sach théan thé cua nguoi
pham tyc. Trong Hindu gido noéi chung va trong trudng hop nit than
Saraswati néi riéng, tim rira chinh 1 mét trong nhirng phuong phap
thanh tay co thé va tdm hon, dé tam linh tho4t ra khoi vong tran tuc va
dén voi thé gi6i cta than linh, dat dén sy giac ngd va giai thoat. Ban kinh
Phat d3 dé cap vé nir than Saraswati & cac khia canh sau:
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Nit than yéu cau tt ca nhitng nguoi dang nghe kinh va thuc hién nghi
1 can hoc thudc long va lién tuc niém than chu, df”)ng thoi phai tdm ria
thanh tay co thé cia minh trong bdn tim thao dugc va nhu sip noéi sau
day, nir than s& giai thich k§ cang vé nghi thirc tim bang thao dwoc?.

Nir thin néu ra nhiing loi ich ma nhiing nguoi thyc hanh nghi thic
tdm bé“lng thao duoc co thé nhan dugc. RS rang, viéc thuc hanh nghi thac
nay khong chi dem lai nhiing loi ich vé mat trf tué, hung bién va giac ngd
thuan tiy ma con dwa dén cho nguoi giai quyét nhimg van dé co tinh thue
tién trong doi song tran thé nhu chita lanh moi bénh tat, giai trir cic thién
tai, nguy nan, nghéo kho trong cudc séng, giip con ngudi ta c6 duge mot
cuodc séng khoée manh, truong tho, giau co, may mén, nhiéu phuc duc.

O d6, ching ta c6 thé thiy nhitng 161 Phat khen ngoi cong durc cta nit
than Saraswati khi nit than di dem lai su giau cd, su che chd cho nhiing
ngudi dan ong bang nhitng ciu than chu va sy chira tri.

Nhu vay, nit than Saraswati da huéng dan tin dd cach thirc thue hién
nghi thirc tim bang thao dwoc voéi nhimg muc dich hét stic rd rang va
thyc té. Tri tué¢ & day khong con nam & Niét Ban xa x6i hay thé gi6i Dai
tri tué mau nhiém ddy quyén ning ma con ngudi khé véi t6i nita, ma co
thé dugc mg dung ngay trong cudc song tran thé dé dem dén cho ho st
khoe, tién bac, may min va hanh phuc.

- Nir than chién tranh. Néu nhu & hai phan trén, hinh tugng nit thin
Saraswati xuat hién v6i hinh anh clia mot vi than hién hoa véi quyén
nang dem lai tri tu€, tai hung bién, sttc khoe, tién bac, may man va hanh
phuc cho nguoi thuyét phap va cac tin do, thi & phan tht ba nay, hinh anh
nir thin Saraswati co phan khac biét, mang dang dap cia mot vi chién
than. Qua ban kinh Phat da dé cap dén Saraswati, c6 thé hinh dung hinh
anh cta nir thin nay nhu sau:

- Nir than Saraswati dugc Kaundinya cdu nguyén va cau xin su giup
dd cua nit than boi theo Kaundinya: “nir thin 1a con su tir cai tot nhat
trong s cac con su tir c4i”, “la phuong tién cua dan éng” va “dugc trang
bi tAm canh tay”. Can chi ¥ hoan canh Kaundinya cau nguyén 1a khi 6ng
bi ké dich tdn cong, song ban than 6ng ta lai khong phai 1a mot chién binh.
Vi vay, su xudt hién cta nit thin Saraswati & day la nhim hd tro
Kaundinya chién d4u véi stc manh ciia mot con “su tir cai” voi “tam
canh tay”.
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- Bén canh sy cong nhan strc manh nhu “su tG” clia nit than, ban dich
ctiia Bao Quy con phac hoa hinh anh cia nit thin Saraswati: nit thin xuét
hién trong hinh ddng mot con nguoi véi tdm canh tay.

- Hinh anh cuta nit than con duoc miéu ta k¥ cang ¢ nhitng vii khi nit
than cam trong tdm canh tay, bao g@)m: cung, tén, dao, riu, gido nhon,
banh xe, day thimg va kim cwong chuy (vajra). Pay déu 1a nhing thir vii
khi dung trong chién tranh.

Nhu vay, hinh twong nit thin Saraswati & ddy mang tinh chat ciia mot
vi than chién tranh. Song, diéu dang cht y la chinh hinh twong nay da
dugc sir dung 1am co s¢ dé sau niy cac nha diéu khic twong ciia Trung
Hoa va Nhat Ban tao tugng cho nir than Bién Tai Than (Trung Hoa) va
Benzaiten (Nhat Ban) voi hinh dang mét vi nit thin c¢6 tam canh tay cAm
tam loai vii khi khac nhau cta ho. Piéu nay ¢ Trung Hoa khong that 1d
rét vi viéc tho Bién Tai Than khong phat trién, song & Nhat Ban thi rat rd
nét, bai viéc tho nir than Benzaiten da duoc dung hoa vao viéc tho Bay vi
phtc than ciia dan toc Nhat va co strc anh hudng rong rii.

Su phat trién manh mé cta Phat giao sau khi dén Nhat Ban trong thoi
dai Asuka, Nara va sau nay la Heian da tao diéu kién cho su truyén ba
rong rdi cua hai ban dich kinh Suvarnaprabhasa cia Bao Quy va cua
Nghia Tinh, tir 46 gop phan dua hinh twong cia nit than Saraswati dén
gan hon véi nguoi dan Nhat Ban giai doan nay. Trong Nihon Shoki (Nhat
Ban thu ky) c6 nhiéu su kién cho thdy su quan tim truyén ba Phat gido,
ma cy thé & day 1a kinh Suvarnaprabhasa cua chinh quyén quan chu Nhat
Ban. D6 13 nam 676, Thién hoang Temmu (Thién Vi) ra 1énh truyén ba
Konkomyokyo (Kim Quang Minh Kinh) va Ninnokyo (Nhan Vuwong
Kinh) khip bon phuong. Ban dich dwoc sir dung 1a cia Bao Quy’.

Niam 680, kinh Kim Quang Minh dd dwoc truyén ba rong rii trong
cung va cac chua Phat gido®. Nam 686, mot trim nha su da dén cung dién
dé tung niém kinh Kim Quang Minh’. Nam 692, Nit hoang Jito (Tri
Thong) ra Iénh truyén bé kinh Kim Quang Minh trong khip kinh thanh va
bon tinh 1an can thudc kinh d6 truée nan lut 16n°. Nam 694, Nit hoang
Jito (Tri Thong) giri 100 cudn kinh Kim Quang Minh dén céac tinh dé
tung niém trong tuan tring dau tién cia thang 17. Nam 696, mot 1énh
tuong tu vé viéc tung niém kinh Kim Quang Minh dugc ban hanh®. Nam
702, trudc viée Thién hoang Mommu (Van Vi) 1dm bénh, kinh Kim
Quang Minh da dugc tung niém tai bdn tinh 1an can thudc kinh d6 dé cu
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phtc cho Thién hoang’. Nam 703, kinh Kim Quang Minh dugc tung
niém & bdn ngo6i dai ty & Nara, gém: chua Dai’an (Pai An ty), chua
Yakushi (Dugc Su tu), chua Gango (Nguyén Hung ty) va chua Gufuku
(Hoang Phuc tir)'°. Nam 705, kinh Kim Quang Minh duoc tung niém &
nam ngodi dai ty & Nara, gf”)m: chua Dai’an (Pai An ty), chua Yakushi
(Dugc Su tir), chiia Gango (Nguyén Hung tu), chia Gufuku (Hodng Phuc
ty) va chua Horyu (Phap Long tu) dé ciu nguyén cho nhitng ngudi dan
chét vi han han'".

Néam 725, Thién hoang Shomu (Thanh Vii) ra Iénh cho cic nha su
tung niém kinh Kim Quang Minh. Do ban dich cua Bao Quy luc nay da
bi that truyén nén cac nha su da thay thé bang ban dich ctia Nghia Tinh
v6i tén goi Konkomyosaishookyo (Kim Quang Minh Téi Thing Vuong
kinh)'2. Nam 728, mét quy dinh dugc dua ra, yéu ciu toan bd nhing
ngudi co nguyén vong duoc xuit gia theo Phat gido déu phai hoc thudc
kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi Thang Vuong. Ké tir ddy, ban dich cia Nghia
Tinh da tré thanh phién ban duy nht cia kinh Suvarnaprabhasa tai Nhat
Ban'’. Nam 737, ting ni & tit ca cac tinh duge yéu cau phai tung niém
kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi Thing Vuong 2 - 3 1an mdi thang va 700 nha
su dugec moi vao trong cung, tung niém kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi
Thing Vuong dé cau qudc thai dan an'*. Nam 741, kinh Kim Quang
Minh Téi Thing Vuong dé tung niém trong pham vi ca nudc dé cau qubc
thai dan an'>. Nam 743, kinh Kim Quang Minh Tbi Thing Vuong dugc
tung niém tai chiia Todai (Pong Dai ty) trong sudt 7 ngay 7 dém dé cau
chuc hanh phuc cho hoang gia, dan chung va thai binh cho dit nuéc'®.
Nam 747, kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi Théng Vuong dugc tung niém tai
tat ca cac ngdi dén ¢ kinh d6 Nara trong vong 7 ngdy trude tham hoa
dong dat'’. Nam 749, cac nghi thirc sam héi (keka f i) dugc tién hanh
trong subt 7 ngay dau tién ctia ndm va kinh Kim Quang Minh Tdi Thang
Vuong duge tung niém tai tat ca cac ngdi chua trong ca nudc trong thoi
gian nay'®. Nam 757, cac tang lit cao cap trong chiia Kokubun (Qudc
Phan tyr) tung niém kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi Thing Vuong trong sudt
7 ngay dau tién cua nam'.

Nhirng su kién néu trén cho thdy kinh Suvarnaprabhasa sau khi duoc
truyén vao Nhat Ban véi hai ban dich ctia Biao Quy va Nghia Tinh da
dugc giai cap thong tri va gidi tang 1it tiép nhan nong nhiét va tré thanh
mot kinh dién quan trong d6i voi Phat gido thoi ky Asuka va Nara. Qua
d6, nir than Saraswati dugc biét dén mot cach rong rai hon va d6 ciing
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chinh 14 tién dé cho sy ra doi ctia viéc thd nit than Saraswati dudi tén goi
tiéng Nhét 1a Benzaiten tai Nhat Ban.

2. Sw hinh thanh va phat trién caa tuc tho nir thin Benzaiten tai
Nhét Ban

Qué trinh hinh thanh va phét trién tuc thd nir than Benzaiten tai Nhat
Bén cin cir vao cac ghi chép trong lich sir va tugng diéu khac con luu giit
dén ngay nay, co thé chia thanh hai thoi ky chinh:

2.1. Thoi ky tir thé ky VIII dén thé ky XIIT

Nam 724, nhimng ghi chép dau tién vé nit thdn Benzaiten xudt hién
trong mot thu tich cbd tuong thuat lai giéc mong cua Thién hoang Shomu.
Trong gidc mong nay, Thién hoang di dugc nit than Mat Troi
(Amaterasu) ban cho 1i sdm:

Trong ho cua nudc Oshu co mot hon dao nho. Vi dao nay la thanh dia cua
Bién Tai Thién, nén hdy cho xdy dung tw vién [o day]. Neu lam vdy, quoc
gia sé dwgc thdi binh, ngii céc doi dao, van ddn song sung tiic, vui twoi™.

Chinh vi vay, ngay sau d6, Thién hoang Shomu da cho xay dung ngbi
chia tho nit than Benzaiten dau tién trong lich sit Nhat Ban tai hon déo
nho Chikubu trén hd Biwa. Ngbi chiia nay nay chinh 1a chua Hogon (£
ik ).

Niam 753, mot ghi chép vé nit than Benzaiten xuét hién trong birc tranh
minh hoa kinh Kim Quang Minh Téi Thing Vuong dugc vé boi 22 hoa si
trén tuong ctia Shosoin (1IE A %) trong chua Todai (Pong Pai tu)*.

Nam 754, mét thu tich khac cua Shosoin ghi lai viéc thinh clu xay
dung mot dan tho cho nir thin Benzaiten. Loi thinh cdu nay dugc chap
nhan va mot dan tho nit than Benzaiten d dugc xay dung trong thoi gian
ngan. Tuy nhién, dén nay, dan tho nay da bi pha huy va chi con lai nhirng
manh v& vdi but tich nhu sau: “Pai bién tai thién nit dan ... trudng cuu
xich, quang ctru thon - dong dai ty - thién binh thing bao luc nién ngil
nguyét tam nhat”. But tich trén da khéng dinh sy ton tai cta dan tho nit
than Benzaiten tai chia Todai vao nim Thién Binh thtt 6 triéu dai Thién
hoang Kotoku (Hiéu Duc)*.

Nim 764, trong mot nghi thirc sam hdi véi tén goi Kichijo keka (Cat
Tudng Hoi Qua) dugce to chic tai chua Todai, cac vi su da sir dung twong
lam bang dat sét cua nit than Benzaiten va nir thin Kichijoten (Cat Tudng
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Thién). Hién vt Iuvu lai dén nay chinh la burc tugng cua hai vi nit than tai
Hokkedo (Phap Hoa duong)**.

Nam 780, sach Saidaijishizairukicho (Tay Dai tu tu tai luu ky truéng)
c6 ghi chép vé sy ton tai tranh v& céac nit thin Benzaiten va Kichijoten tai
Shiodo (Tt Vuong dudng) ctia ngoi chua Saidai (Tay Pai tu) nay. Tuy
nhién, dén nay nhiing tranh v& nay da khong con”.

Trong nhitng ndm 810 - 824 dudi thoi Thién hoang Saga (Tha Nga),
sach Kofukujiruki (Hung Phuc tu luu ky) cé ghi chép vé su ton tai tranh
v& cac vi than, trong d6 nit thin Benzaiten tai Tokondo (Péng Kim
dudng) trong ngdi chiia Kofuku (Hung Phuc ty) nay?.

Trong nhitng nam 859 - 880 dudi thoi Thién hoang Seiwa (Thanh
Hoa) va Thién hoang Yozei (Dwong Thanh) xudt hién mot birc tranh v&
hinh hai thé giéi Mandala trong d6 c¢6 hinh v& nit than Benzaiten tai Saiin
(Tay vién) cua Toji (Péng tu) thudc Kyoto. O day, nir than hién 1én trong
phap tuéng Bodhisattva (B6 Tat) & tu thé ngdi, than trén dé tran, tay danh
dan biwa (ty ba)*’.

Nim 951, mot birc tranh nir thin Benzaiten trong phap tuéng tuong tur
nhu trén dugce vé tai Daigoji (P& Ho tu) & Kyoto®®. Trong nhiing nim
1117 - 1180, tranh nir than Benzaiten v6i tam canh tay dugc v€ trong bo
sach Bessonzakki (Biét Ton Tap Ky)>.

Qua nhitng sy kién dugc ghi chép trong lich st cling nhw di vat con
lru lai vé nit than Benzaiten trong thoi ky tir thé ky VIII dén thé ky XIII,
chung t6i rat ra nhan xét rang: Viéc thd nit thin Benzaiten di budc dau
duoc dinh hinh & Nhat Ban. Sy xuét hién cta céc tranh v& va tuong diéu
khic vé& nit than xuit hién & nhiéu noi voi hai phép tudng chinh: mot
phap tuéng co tam canh tay cam vii khi va mot phap tuéng ¢ hai canh
tay danh dan ty ba. Tinh chét cua nit than ciing nhu muyc dich tho phung
van chua thyc su 16 rang ma chi thé hién rd nhat trong nghi thirc sam héi
khi xuét hién cing nit than Kichijoten (Cat Tudng Thién).

2.2. Thoi ky tiv thé ky XIII dén nay

Budc chuyén bién trong viéc tho nit thin Benzaiten tai Nhat Ban dugc
danh déu béng su xudt hién cua ba bo kinh vé nit thin Benten -
Bentensanbukyo (Bién Thién Tam B¢ Kinh) & dau thé ky XIII, khi x4 hoi
Nhat Ban bude vao thoi ky Mac Phu Kamakura. Trong ba b kinh nay,
phap tudng cia nit than Benzaiten van 1a mot nit than c6 tam canh tay
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cam nhiéu loai vii khi khac nhau, song di xudt hién nyoihoju (nhu y bao
chau - ngoc nhu y). Pay 1a budc ngoat gitip nir thin Benzaiten din xac
dinh tinh chit ctia minh - mot vi phuc than dem lai nhitng diéu may min
cho con nguoi.

Dén giira thé ky XIII, mot birc twong nir thin Benzaiten da duoc tac
tai than xa Enoshima véi tén goi Uga-benzaiten. Tén goi nay da cho thy
su dung hoa viéc thd nit thdn Benzaiten c6 ngudn gbc tir Hindu gido
(dugc tiép nhan qua con dudng Phat giao) va than Uga - mot vi than
tuong trung cho muia mang trong Than dao Nhat Ban. Trong tong thé birc
tuong, thin Uga - voi dang dau ngudi minh ran, nim & phia trén dau cia
phﬁn tuong chinh tac ni than Benzaiten. Sy két hop nay da kh'fmg dinh 1o
xu huéng ban dia hoa nir thin Benzaiten: Tinh chit cia nit thin ngay
cang nghiéng vé khia canh ban phuc, khac véi ban nguyén nhan manh tri
tué va tai hung bién ciia nir than Saraswati'.

Trong thé ky XIV, tranh va tugng vé nit thdn Benzaiten xuét hién &
nhiéu dia diém trén dat Nhat, bao gom: Buic tranh Uga-benzaiten tai
Kotohiragu (Kim Pao Ty La cung), tinh Kagawa; Buc tranh Uga-
benzaiten tai chua Hogon (Bao Nghiém tu), ddo Chikubu, tinh Shiga;
Birc tuong nir thin Benzaiten danh dan biwa (ty ba) tai thin xa
Enoshima, tinh Kanagawa; Btc tranh ni than Benzaiten danh dan biwa
(ty ba) khong rd dia diém phat hién, nay duoc lwu giit trong Béo tang
Nghé thuat Seikado Bunko™.

Nhu vay vé co ban, phap tuéng ciia nit thin Benzaiten khong co sur
khac biét 16n so véi thoi ky trude do, vAn gdom hai dang: nir thin tim
canh tay cam vii khi va nit than hai canh tay cAm dan ty ba. Tuy nhién, c6
su khac biét nho vé chi tiét voi sy xuét hién cia ngoc nhu y trén tay va
hinh anh thdn mia mang Uga d4u nguoi minh ran trén du cla nit than
Benzaiten, thé hién tinh chat phic thin ngay cang rd rét ca nit than.

Nira cudi thé ky X VI dau thé ky XVII (tuong Gmg véi thoi ky Azuchi -
Momoyama), than Benzaiten duoc thd rong rai, dac biét 1a & khu vyc tinh
Omi (tirc tinh Shiga ngay nay) véi sy xut hién ciia hang loat cac dién tho
nit thin Benzaiten: Nam 1550, mot dién tho than Benzaiten duoc xay
dung tai Chojuin, gﬁn dao Chikubu, tinh Shiga. Nam 1606, mot dién tho
thin Benzaiten khac dugc xdy dung tai thin xd Misu (Tam Thé), gan
Fushimi, tinh Kyoto. Mot dién tho thin Benzaiten khac cling dugc xay
dung trong chuia Daigo (D& Ho), song khong rd nim.
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Su phat trién nay gan lién véi viéc cac vo si thoi by gio thuong dén
dién tho Benzaiten dé cau nguyén nit thin ban may man cho minh trong
céc cudc chién déu, trong s6 d6 co thé ké dén nhiu nhan vat ndi tiéng
nhu: Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Kobayakawa Takakage,...”

Trong sudt thoi ky Edo (thé ky XVII - XIX), nir thin Benzaiten dan
dung hop véi viéc thd cac vi than khac dé hinh thanh nén tuc tho Bay vi
phuc than (Shichifukujin). Viéc thd cac vi phuc than da xuét hién tir thoi
Muromachi thé ky XV, song s6 lugng cac vi thin van chua dat dén con
s6 7. Hon nita, sy xut hién ciia cAc vi than trong tap hop nay ciing khong
thuc sy 6n dinh. Diém danh diu su hoan chinh cua viéc tho Bay vi phuc
than chinh 13 tp quan tién hanh Shichifukujinmeguri (con goi 1a cudc
hanh huong cau phiic) ciia ngudi Nhét vao dau nim méi. Theo d6, nguoi
Nhat tir thoi Edo dén nay luon thyc hién viéc dén cac dén, chua, than xa
trong bay ngay ddu nim dé ciu nguyén sy ban phic ciia tit ca bay vi than
phuc nay*.

Mot diém can chii y riéng dbi voi viée tho nit than Benzaiten 1a ké tir
thoi Edo, cac ghi chép vé tén goi nir thin da thay chit “zai” trong “tai
ning” sang “zai” trong “tién tai”. Sy chuyén bién nay di khing dinh sy
chuyén héa hoan toan sang khia canh cau may mén, tai 1gc ctia nit thin
Benzaiten. Tham chi, hién nay, tai Kamakura, van con c6 mot ngoi than
X3 c6 tén goi Zeniarai Benten (Tién Tay Bién Thién). O do, ngudi ta s&
rira sach cac dong xu cua minh, thdm chi 1a dé chung xudi theo dong
nudc chay vao mot hang dong™.

T thoi can dai dén nay, viéc tho nir than Benzaiten vé co ban khong
con ton tai mot cach biét lap nira. Tuy nhién, van c6 mot s6 co so tho tu
chi tho riéng nit than Benzaiten, dudi day 1a mét s6 dién hinh:

Bang 1. Danh siach mdt s co sé tho tw tho' nir than Benzaiten tai

Nhit Ban®®
Stt Tén Pia diém
1 Chua Nyoi Tinh Nara
2 Chua Shinfuku Tinh Okayama
3 Chua Hogon Tinh Shiga
4 Chua Daigan Tinh Hiroshima
5 Chua Ryo’an Thanh phd Osaka
6 Chua Kanno Tinh Hyogo
7 Chua Kan’ei Thanh pho Tokyo
8 Chua Ryosen Tinh Nara
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9 Chua Choken Tinh Kyoto

10 | Chua Kofuku Tinh Nara

11 | Chua Kaifuku Tinh Kagoshima

12 | Chua Tokai Tinh Chiba

13 | Chua Taisei Thanh phd Tokyo

14 | Chua Honko Tinh Chiba

15 | Chua Ryoho Thanh pho Tokyo

16 | Chua Togan Tinh Aiichi

17 | Than x& Zeniarai Benzaiten | Tinh Kanagawa
Ugafuku

18 | Than xa Tenkawa Daibenzaiten Tinh Nara

19 | Than xd Koganeyama Tinh Miyagi

20 | Than xa Rokko Himeda Izen Tinh Hyogo

21 | Than xa Enoshima Tinh Kanagawa

22 | Than xa Itsukushima Tinh Hiroshima

Trong cac chiia va than xi noi trén, chiia Hongo, than x4 Enoshima va
than xa Itsukushima dugc coi 1a ba noi thd phung nir than Benzaiten 16n
nhét, goi chung la Nihonsandaibenten (Nhat Ban Tam Pai Bién Thién).

Trai qua 8 thé ky (thé ky XIII dén thé ky XXI), tuc tho nit than
Benzaiten tai Nhat Ban di ¢ su bién doi sdu sic, thé hién ¢ nhitng diém
chinh sau:

Thir nhdt, tir mot nit than ¢6 ngudn gbc Hindu gido, duge du nhap qua
con dudng Phat gido, cudi cung nit than Benzaiten di tr¢ thanh mot nit
than cta Than dao véi nét dic trung la tinh nhap thé, hoa nhép véi cudc
doi tran thé.

Thir hai, tir mot nit than khong c6 dic trung vé quyén nang rd rét &
thoi ky dau (chi xuat hién trong nghi 1& sam hdi cung nir than Kichijoten),
Benzaiten da tré thanh mdt vi phtic than chuyén trach viéc ban phuc dtec,
tai 16c dén cho con nguoi.

Thir ba, tir mdt nit than duge the phung riéng va doéi lac xuét hién
cung nit than Kichijoten, Benzaiten d4 hoa nhap lam mot véi cac vi phiic
than khac dé tro thanh mot trong Bay vi phuc than duoc nguoi dan Nhat
Bén tho phung ngay nay.

3. Tir Saraswati dén Benzaiten - goc nhin so sinh

Trong hai phan trén, nguoi viét da trinh bay chi tiét vé qua trinh tiép
nhan hinh twong nir thin Saraswati ma sau nay trd thanh nit than
Benzaiten cua Nhat Ban, dong thoi ciing dd khai quat qué trinh hinh
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thanh va phat trién viéc thd nir than Benzaiten tir thé ky VIII dén nay véi
hai thoi ky riéng biét. Trong qua trinh lich sir 1du dai ay, hinh tuong ni
than Saraswati dd c6 nhitng su bién ddi cho phu hop véi nhu cau tdm linh
ciia nguoi Nhat, hay néi cach khac 1a da dién ra sy ban dia hoa, giéng
nhu moi thanh t§ van hoa ngoai sinh khac. Vi vay, & phén thir ba nay,
ngudi viét s& tién hanh so sanh hinh twong nit than Saraswati trong Hindu
gido (hinh tuong gbc) va hinh twong nir thin Benzaiten trong Than dao
hién nay (hinh tugng sau khi ban dia hoa tai Nhat Ban) dé tim ra nhiing
nét trong déng va khac biét, quan trong hon 1a sy ban dia hoa tho nir than
nay. Cu thé, nguoi viét s& lua chon hai khia canh chinh dé tién hanh so
sanh: khia canh vé ngoai hinh (dién mao) cua nit than qua cac tac phém
diéu khic va hoi hoa va khia canh vé tinh chat cua nit than qua hoat dong
tho cing.

3.1. Vé ngogi hinh

Trong Hindu giao, nit than Saraswati xudt hién v&i hinh dang ctia mot
nguoi phu nit xinh dep luén cdm trén tay mot cdy dan. Can chu y 1a nir
than thudng c6 bon canh tay, twong trung cho bbn cai dau cua than
Brahma, dai dién cho manas (tinh than va cam xuc), buddhi (tri tug va tai
tranh luén), citta (tri tudng tuong va sang tao) va ahamkara (suy tu nhin
thirc). Trong mot sd it truong hop, nir thin ¢ thé chi ¢ hai canh tay”’.
Trong phap tudng c6 bdn canh tay, nit than s& cam trén tay bon phap khi
g@)m: mot nhac cu giéng cay dan luyt goi la veena, mot vong hoa mala,
mot binh nudc va mot cudn kinh pustaka®®. Con trong phéap tuéng co hai
canh tay, nit than s& chi cAm mot nhac cu gidng nhu ciy dan luyt. Mdi
phap khi lai tugng trung cho mot quyén niang khac nhau ctia nit than: Cdy
dan dai dién cho suc sang tao vé khoa hoc va nghé thuat; Cuédn kinh
tuong trung cho Vedas - quyén ning tuyét dbi va tri thicc; Binh nudc
tugng trung cho ngudn nudc va kha ning thanh tay ci xau xa, 6 troc va
v6 minh; Vong hoa tugng trung cho sy suy twdng va tam linh.

Nit thin Saraswati thuong ngdi trén toa sen hodc ngdi khong, bén
canh c6 mot linh thu 1a Thién nga hansa hoac Cong mayura. Thién nga
tuong trung cho su thanh tdy va cudc séng vinh hang, trong khi Cong dai
dién cho sy ryc rd, huy hoang va cac diéu mua. Trong nhiéu buc tranh,
Saraswati con duoc vé ngdi bén mot dong séng, gan lién voi ngudn gbe
1a than song cua nir than.

Trong Than dao, nit thin Benzaiten c6 hai phap tuéng khac nhau:
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Phdp twéng thir nhdt 1a mot nguoi phu nit xinh dep c6 hai canh tay va
cAm mot cay dan. Tuy nhién, ciy dan nay khong phai 1a dan veena truyén
théng ciia An D9 ma la dan biwa (ty ba) c6 ngudn goe tir Trung Hoa.

Phap tuong thir hai 1a mot ngudi phu nit xinh dep c¢6 tam canh tay,
mdi canh tay cam mdt phap khi khac nhau. Trong cac btic tugng va tranh
v& nit than trude thé ky XIV, toan bd phap khi nir than cam trén tay déu
la vii khi: dao, kim cuong chuy, gido dai, riu, day thung, banh xe, cung,
tén. Nhimg phap khi nay hoan toan khac véi bon loai phap khi lién quan
truc tiép dén tri tué - tri thirc nhu phap tuéng nir thin Saraswati c6 bon
canh tay trong Hindu gido.

Trong cé hai dang phap tuéng, nit thin Benzaiten thudng ngdi khong
hodc trén toa sen, khong co linh thu bén canh.

A

Tir thé ky XIV vé sau, trén tay nit than xuat hién “nhu y bao chau” (0
B =B ngoc nhu ¥). Pong thoi, ciing tir thé ky XIV, phap tudng nay con
¢6 su xuét hién cia thin mia mang Uga & trén ddu nir than. Nhirng chi
tiét nay da thé hién r6 tinh chat ciia mot phic than.

3.2. Vé tinh chat

Trong Hindu gido, tinh chét ctia nit than Saraswati thé hién ¢ cac diém sau:

Thit nhat, nit than ton tai véi tu cach 1a vo cua than sang tao Brahma
va thuong xuét hién mot cach doc 1ap. Trong mot sb treong hop, nit than
con xuat hién véi tu cach 1a mot trong ba nit than - vo cua ba vi than cha
thudc Hindu gido (Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva).

Thir hai, nit thin tuong trung cho tri tug, tai hing bién. Chir “tai” (tai
nang) trong tén ctia nir than trong nhiing ban dich kinh Suvarnaprabhasa
bang Han van cho thay tinh chat nay van dugc bao ton khi hinh twong nit
than trong kinh dugc truyén ba dén Trung Hoa va trong thoi ky dau &
Nhat Ban. Ngoai ra, hinh anh nit than danh dan ciing cho thiy Saraswati
con 1a nit than béo tro cho ngh¢ thuat.

Trong Than dao, tinh chét cua nir than Benzaiten thé hién & cac diém sau:

Thir nhdt, nix than ton tai v6i tu cach 12 mot nit thin doc 1ap, khong co
quan hé hon nhan hay dong toc voi bat ky vi than nao khac. Trong thoi
ky dau, nit than thuong dugce thd chung véi nir thin Kichijoten (Cat
Tuong Thién), sau nay duoc dung hoa vao Bay vi phuc than.

Thir hai, nit than véi tu cach 13 mot vi phuc than dem lai may min,
phuc duc, tai 16¢ cho con nguoi. Tuy nhién, nhitng phuc lanh ma nit than
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ban cho con nguodi c6 nét khac biét trong cac thoi ky lich st khac nhau.
Trude thé ky XIV, nit than xudt hién cing nit than Kichijoten trong cac
nghi 18 sam héi cua Phat gido. Cudi thé ky X VI, nir than dugc ky vong s&
mang dén phtc lanh cho nhimg chién binh trong cac tran danh. Tir thé ky
XVIL nit than hoa nhap véi cac vi phuc than trong Bay vi phic than va
dugc tin rang s& dem lai tai 1oc cho ngudi ciu nguyén. Piéu nay dugc thé
hién khong chi trong dién mao cia nir than (qua cac loai phap khi va su
xuét hién cta than Uga trén dau) ma con thé hién & ca tén goi: chit “tai” (
¥) trong tai ning, tri tué, tai hung bién cua hinh twong géc da bién thanh
chir “tai” (81) trong “tién tai”. Mt khac, c6 thé thay, vai tro cia mot nit
than bao ho cho ngh¢ thudt ciia Benzaiten & Nhat Ban khong thuc su 10 rét.

Qua nhitng nét so sanh nhu trén, ching t6i rat ra mot vai nhan xét vé
sy ban dia hoa hinh twong cling nhu viéc tho nir than Saraswati
(Benzaiten) tai Nhat Ban:

Mot la, qué trinh ban dia hoa da dién ra manh mé trén ca hai phuong
dién: ngoai hinh va tinh chat, song van giir dwgc nhitng nét nguyén thiy
ban dau:

Vé ngoai hinh: Trong Than dao, phap tuéng nit thin Benzaiten véi hai
canh tay ddnh dan van con duoc luu git.

Vé tinh chat: Trong Than dao, nit than Benzaiten vin c6 quyén ning
dem lai nhimng diéu may man, tot lanh cho con nguoi, tuy nhién sy ban
phuc v& mat tai van co phﬁn ndi trdi hon.

Hai la, qua trinh ban dia héa da duoc dién ra theo khuynh huéng dap
{mg nhu ciu ton gido ciia ngudi Nhat:

Trong thoi ky dau, v6i tur cach 1a mot nit than c6 ngudn gde trong kinh
Phat, viéc tho cung nit than Benzaiten 13 nham phuc vu cho hanh vi sam
héi t6i 18 ctia tin dd Phat gido.

Tiép dén, trong thoi ky Azuchi - Momoyama cubi thé ky XV, viéc thd
nit than Benzaiten phat trién manh mé& dudi sy ung ho cua giai cip vo si -
chién binh v6i niém tin nit than s& ban cho ho stc manh va théng loi
trong cac cudc chién. Pidu nay xuat phat tir bdi canh chién tranh loan lac
cua thoi dai.

Ké tir thoi ky Edo, sy phat trién cta kinh té thanh thi Nhat Ban, dic biét
la thuong mai hang héa da khién cho ky vong, niém tin ciia ngudi cau
nguyén vé quyén ning cta nit than thién vé khia canh tién bac, tai van.
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4. Két luan

Tuc thd nir than Benzaiten tai Nhat Ban dé trai qua 14 thé ky hinh
thanh va phat trién trén co sé cta qua trinh ban dia héa hét sitc manh mé.
T mot nir than dai dién cho trf tué va nghé thuat trong Hindu gido, hinh
tuong Saraswati da dugc ngudi Nhat tiép thu, cai bién ca vé ngoai hinh
va tinh chat dé tré thanh mot nit phuc than Benzaiten ¢ quyén ning dem
lai may min, phuc dtrc, tai 1oc cho con ngudi. Qua trinh ban dia hoa nay
da dién ra theo khuynh huéng dap g nhing nhu ciu tén gido ciia nguoi
Nhat trong nhiing thoi ky lich str cu thé. Day 1a mot sy phat trién hop quy
luat va c6 tinh tiéu biéu trong lich st giao luu, tiép xtc vin hoa giita cac
nén vin héa ndi chung va giita vin héa An Do - Nhat Ban noi riéng./.
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Abstract

WORSHIPPING OF SARASWATI (BENZAITEN) IN JAPAN
- A HISTORY OF ESTABLISHMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND
LOCALIZATION

Being one of the great civilizations in Asia and one of the four major
ancient civilizations existing up to the present, Indian civilization has
profoundly influenced to numerous countries in East Asia and Southeast
Asia. Throughout history, the acculturation and integration between
Indian and Asian cultures such as China, Vietnam, Japan, Korea, etc...
has bequeathed the unique cultural identities. In Japan, the cultural
exchange with India through Korea and China was also not an exception.
Various cultural factors including religion originated from India which
were transmitted to Japan and they were integrated into the specific
conditions of this country. Among these cultural factors, it needs to
mention the history of introducing, expanding and localizing the Hindu
Gods in Japan. This article focuses on a Hindu goddess Saraswati (known
as Benzaiten in Japanese culture) in order to study the history of
worshipping the Saraswati goddess in Japan and its indigenous
characteristics.

Keywords: Benzaiten, Saraswati, Shinto, Hinduism, localization.
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