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TINH TINH THAI CHU QUAN
VA TINH THAI KHACH QUAN
TRONG CAC VAN BAN KHOA HQC TIENG ANH
VA TIENG VIET

1. Pit van dé

Tinh tinh thai (modality) cua
cau da dugc cac nha nghién ctru dé
cap tir nhiéu khia canh khéc nhau, trong
do quan diém cua J. Lyon duogc nhiéu
hoc gia dong thuén hon ca. Theo J. Lyon
(1977, 453), tinh thai dugc hiéu 1a
¥ kién, quan diém cua ngudi ndi d6i
v6i sy tinh. Bai viét nay khong ban
luan dén nhitg khuynh hudng khac
nhau vé tinh tinh thai trong cac ngdn
nglr ma tap trung khao sat cac dong
tir tinh thai, cac biéu thic rao don
hudng téi ngudi noi, cac trang tir, tinh
tlr va danh tir biéu dat tinh thai khach
quan va tinh thai chu quan tir gbc nhin
cta ngit phéap tri nhan. i tugng khao
sat & day la cac bai bao khoa hoc dang
trén cac tap chi khoa hoc xa hoi viét
bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét tir nhimg
nam 2000 dén nay. Trong nghién ciru
dm chiéu so sanh nay, tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét dugc coi trong nhu nhau.

Bai viét nay sir dung phin mém
Ngon ngir hoc kh01 liéu TextSTAT-2
dé khao sat tan sb xudt hién (word
frequencies) cla cac phu:ong tién biéu
dat tinh tinh théi chu quan va tinh thai
khach quan trong tleng Anh va tiéng
Viét. So bai bao Vlet bang tiéng Anh
2 62 (voi tong sb tir 1a 400.000) ding
trén 7 tap chi khoa hoc xa hdi ctia cac

ThS NGUYEN THI THU THUY"

nudce st dung tléng Anh nhu la ngdn
nglt thu nhat S6 bai bao tleng Viét
2 89 (téng sb tir 400.000)™ dang trén
7 tap chi khoa hoc xa hoi viét bang
tiéng Viét duoc phat hanh ¢ Viét Nam.
Cac tap chi vé khoa hoc xa hoi viét
bang tiéng Anh bao gom: Advances
in Social work, Journal of Southeast
Asian American Education and
Advancement, Australian Journal of
Psychology, Colorado Research in
Linguistics, The Journal of American
Popular Culture, Journal of Case
Research in Business and Economics
(JCRBE), Connecticut Public Interest
Law. Cac tap chi khoa hoc xa hoi viét
bang tiéng Viét 1a: Thong tin Khoa
hoc xa hoi, Tap chi Giao duc, Tap
chi Tam li, Tap chi Ngbn ngiz, Vin
hoa dan gian, Qudn [i kinh té, Nha
nude va Phap ludt.

1 ruweong Cao ddng s pham Bic Ninh,
tinh Béc Ninh.

** Tiéng Viét la mot thir tiéng don
am, nhung badi viét ndy sit dung dinh nghza
vé tir ciia Nguyen Thién Giap, trong cuon
Tir vung hoc tieng Viét, Nxo PH & THCN,
1985, tr.72, "Tur tiéng Viéet la mot chinh
thé nhé nhdt, ¢6 y nghia ding dé tao cdu
néi, né cé hinh thirc ciia mot am tiét, mét
“chit” viét roi”.
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Tir két qua thong ké, khao sat
bang phan mém TextSTAT-2, ching
t6i s& so sanh, dbi chiéu dé thay duoc
nhitng nét twong dong va di biét giira
hai ngdn ngir Anh - Viét vé cac phuong
tién biéu dat tinh tinh thai chu quan
va tinh thai khéach quan.

2. Co' 56 li ludn
2.1. Ngtr phap tri nhan la gi?

Langacker [4] khang dinh rang
Ngit phdp tri nhdgn (NPTN) trudc hét
la If thuyét vé ngir phap. Ngit phap
tri nhan (Cognitive Grammar) dugc
bat ngudn tir quan diém cho rang ngon
ngit vé co ban va ban chat von c6 1a
biéu twong (symbolic) [4], [9]. Cac
biéu thirc ngdn ngit 14 biéu trung hoa
hodc 1a ¥ niém hoéa (conceptualization).
Theo li thuyét biéu trung thi bat ki
mot biéu thirc ngdn ngit ndo du 1a mot
tr don, hay mdt hinh vi, mot doan
nglr, mot cau hay tham chi la toan bo
vin ban déu ¢ (1) cAu trac ngir om
(phonological structure), (2) cau trac
ngir nghia (semantic structure) va (3)
mdi quan hé biéu tuong (symbolic
relation) gitra (1) va (2).

Theo Ungerer va Schmid (1996,
X-XIV), ¢6 ba cach tiép can ngon ngir
hoc tri nhan: (1) Cach tiép can mang
tinh “kinh nghiém” (experiential), (2)
Cach tiép can quan tdm dén mirc do
“thu hut cha y” (attentlonal) va (3)
Céch tiép can quan tim dén su “noi
tro1” (prominent) cua cac ciu trac

ngon ngir. Quan diém ndi troi nay
cung cip cho ta cach Iya chon va sap
xép thong tin trong ménh dé. Van dé
c6t 16 cua cach tiép can nay 1a nguyén
Ii tach biét hinh/ nén (figure/ground
segregation). Nguyén li nay c6 nguon
gdc tir nhitng nghién ctru vé cam thu
th1 glac cua truong phai tam 1i Gestalt
ndi tiéng voi nhitng qua trinh tri nhan
khdng gian cta con nguoi. Vi duong
di ciia vién dan c6 thé duoc hiéu nhu
vat dinh vi (trajector) nén hinh (figure)
& day c6 thé duoc goi 1a vat dinh vi
(trajector) va nén ¢ chirc ning nhu
diém tham chiéu dinh hudng c6 thé
dugc goi 1a nén dinh vi (landmark).
Vi vay, vat dinh vi (trajector) chinh
13 hinh (figure) hay con goi la diém
ndi troi nhat trong bat ki cdu triic nao
va nén dinh vi (landmark) lai duoc
coi Ia nén (ground) hodc mot thuc thé
khéc trong mot quan hé nao dé (dan
theo Ungerer and Schmid 1996, 161).

2.2. Tinh thai cha quan va tinh
thai khach quan

Theo Traugott (1990, dugc trich
trong Kranich 2010, 103) thi tinh thai
chii quan duoc hiéu 13 nghia ctia ménh
dé phu thudc vao quan diém/ niém
tin/ trang thai cia nguoi ndéi hudng
t&1 su tinh trong khi d6 tinh thai khach
quan lai dugc hiéu nhu 13 mot qua
trinh ma nghia ctia ménh dé it phu
thudc vao quan diém/ niém tin/ trang
thai ciia nguoi néi hudng téi sy tinh
hodc dwa vao cac thudc tinh khach
quan cua su tinh.

Hinh 1a, 1b, 1c sau day (theo Langacker 1991b) minh hoa cho tinh tinh

thai chu quan:
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Figure la. Objective construal

Ghi chu: tr = trajector (vat dinh vi); Im =

Trudc hét, nhin vao Hinh la. (Li
giai khach quan), ta thay rﬁmg nguoi
noi khéng dong vai tro nhat dinh nao
trong viéc khuc giai nghia mt sy tinh.
Méi quan hé dugc phan anh o day la

__________

REALITY

tr

landmark (nén dinh vi)

mbi quan hé gura vat dinh vi va sy
tinh ti€ém nang nao do co thé duoc thé
hién bang chinh vat dinh vi do. Vi vay
nén n6 dugc goi 1a sy hiéu/ Ii giai nghia
mot cach khach quan.

O~

tr

t PAST PRESENT

Figure Ib5. Subjectification 1

Hinh 1b. (Chu quan hoa 1)

Nhin vao hinh 1b, c6 thé thay tinh
thai chu quan duogc thé hién & chd:
vat dinh vi (trajector) cua tinh khach
quan (¢ hinh Ta) dugc thay thé bang
nén (G) hay ngum ndi/ nguoi dua ra
¥ niém. Va moi quan hé duoc hiéu 1a
khach quan ¢ hinh 1a thi bay gio duoc
luan gidi mang tinh chu quan hon.

Hinh lc (Chu quan hoa 2) dudi
day chi ra rang khong con co mbi quan

FUTURE

hé giita nén va su tinh trong phac hoa
nira. Vat thé duy nhét duoc phac hoa
lai chinh la sy tinh. Dy 1a so dd cua
vige xac dinh nén: Su cha y duge chuyén
tur dlem quy chiéu sang dich (target)
va mdi quan hé bay gid hoan toan
mang tinh chu quan. Dic diém nay
dung dé mibu ta cac dong tur tinh thai
tieng Anh khi c6 nghia bon phan/ dao
nghia hoac nhén thue.

t PAST PRESENT

Figure Ic. Subjectification 2

Nha tri nhan lun ndi tiéng
Langacker [5, 18] da coi thuét ngir chu

quan hoa chira dyng mot diéu thuan
loi (do 1a van d¢ li giai). Theo Langacker,
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bat ki mot nghia ndo d6 déu chira dung
ca thanh t6 khach quan va thanh t6
chu quan. Vi vay nén thudt nglr chu
quan va khach quan déu duoc dung dé
chi y niém chu quan va y ni¢m khach
quan. Theo do6, Langacker (1999) cling
nhin manh vao hai dic tinh cta dong
tur tinh thai. o 1a: (1) Pong tir tinh
thai mang tinh dong lc (force- dynamic)
va (2) Su tinh ma dugc danh dau bang
b ngi an chira yéu t6 tiém nang hon
1a thyc té. bong luc nay luon hién hién
ngay trong hoat dong tri nhan cua nguoi
ndi va vi vay nén n6 duogc luan giai
mang tinh chu quan.

2.3. Cac phuong tién thé hién tinh
tinh thai trong cac van ban khoa hoc
xa hoi bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Trong tiéng Anh tinh tinh thai
duoc biéu dat bang (1) Pong tir tinh
thai: muts dé dién dat su bat/ ép budc
manh va sy suy luan chéc chan/ tu tin;
should dién dat diéu rin de, khuyén
bao, gia thuyét; ought to: nén, tot hon
thi, dang 1&; can: c6 thé, co 18, c6 kha
nang, c6 nang luc, cho phép; may: co
thé, c6 18, cho phép, gia thuyét; could:
c6 thé, ¢ nang lic, gia thuyét; would:
phong doan, doan, gia thuyét; will: s&,
y chi, quyet tam, 101 hira, dy doan;
need can, can thiét, nhu cau; shall: s&,
sap stra, chuan bi, du doan (dan theo
Coates, 2007); (2) Pong tir rao don
hudng ti ngudi noi (speaker-oriented
hedges verbs): | think (t6i nghi), | mean
(tdi cho 13), | suppose (t6i cho rang),
| fancy (t6i nghi rang), | take it (t6i cho
1), | would guess (6i dodn/ do rang)
(dan theo [6]); (3) Trang tir (adverbs):
perhaps (c6 thé/ cé 16); maybe (co thé/
co [é); probably (co lé); possibly (co
thé); certainly (chdc chdn), obviously

(rd rang); (4) Tinh tur (adjectives):
possible (cé 16/ ¢6 thé), probable (c6
1é), necessary (can thiét/ thiét yéu),
likely (chdc/ cé thé/ ¢ I€ ding), certain
(chdc), obvious (r6 rang), true (ding),
evident (hién nhién/ ré rét); va (5) Danh
tir (nouns): possibility (c6 thé/ cé 1é),
probability (c6 thé/ c¢é 18), chance (co
hoi), rumour (167 don) (trich theo Fintel,
2006).

Trong tiéng Viét, theo Cao Xuan
Hao (1999, 2000, [13]), Nguyén Vin
Hiép (2004, 2007, [14]); Diép Quang
Ban (2000, 2004), Nguyén Thuong
Hung (1994), Ngii Thién Hung [15],
Nguyén Thi Thin (2003), Nguyén Thi
Thuan [17], Bui Trong Ngoan (2003),
Do Hitu Chau (1983), Pham Thi Thanh
Thury (2008), Bui Minh Toan & Nguyén
Thi Luong (2010) thi tinh tinh thai
duoc biéu dat bang (1) Pong tir tinh
thai: muon, cé thé. phai, dam, can phdi,
phdi néi, biét, nghi, dodn, do, tién dodn,
bi, nén, can, hi vong; (2) Pong tir rao
don hudng t6i ngudi noi: T6i cho rang,
chiing t6i cho rdng, ching t6i nghi
rdang, t6i nghi rang, chiing (16i) tin
rdng, theo ching 10i, theo tdi; (3) T6
hop trang tir biéu dat tinh tinh thai:
quad nhién, hinh nhu, co lé, ciing nén;
qud tinh; ¢6 18, ¢é thé, hinh nhu, déu
nhw, tuong nhu, khéng chirmg, nghe
dau, khong logi tri, khong chung, chua
biét chimg, nghe nédi, khong khéo, cé
diéu, khon néi, hiem mét noi, dang tiéc,
dwo’c (mot) cdi, dang buon, ding mung;
tat nhién, di nhién, dirong nhzen co
nhién, hdn, dt, chinh,qua, vi tat: may
ldm, tot hon, tha, chcfng tha;: rét cuoc,
chung quy, (ndi) tom lai, két qua la;
(4) T6 hop tinh tir biéu dat tinh tinh
thai: thi phai, chdc chdn, ding, thit,
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hét sirc, hay nhdt, tot hon hét, té nhat,
ddng tiéc nhat, it nhat, qud that, hién
nhién, rd rang; (5) Ngit biéu dat tinh
tinh thai: co kha nang, c6 nang lyc, co
y kién, mot s6 y kién...

3. Két qua khao sat cac phuong
tién thé hién tinh tinh thai dwoc sir
dung trong cac van ban khoa hogc
xi hoi bang tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Chung toi sir dung phan mém
TextSTAT-2 khao sat trén 62 bai bao
khoa hoc xa hoi viét bang tiéng Anh
(voi tong sb tir 400.000) va 89 bai bao
tiéng Viét (v6i tong s tir 400.000) va
thu duge két qua thong ké vé tan sb
xudt hién cua cac phuong tién biéu
dat tinh tinh thai nhu sau:

Bang 1. Tan sb xuét hién cta cac phuong tién biéu dat tinh tinh thai trong
cac van ban khoa hoc xa hoi bang ti€éng Anh va tiéng Viét

Tiéng Anh

Tiéng Viét

Céacphuong | Tansé | Tinhtén | %

tién thé hién | xvAthién | triéu tir

Céc phuong | Tansd| Tinhtén [ %
tién thé hién | xuAt | trigu tir

hién

1. Bongta | 4139 10348 | 75.11
tinh thai

1. Bong tu | 4497 | 1123 88.58
tinh thai

2.Dong tr | 42 105 0.76

rao don

2. bong tur | 31 78 0.61

rao don

3. Trang tir | 779 1948 14.14

3. Trang tur | 195 | 488 3.84

4. Tinh tr | 485 1213 |8.80

4. Tinhta | 249 | 623 491

5. Danhtr | 65 164 1.19

5.Danhtr | 104 | 260 2.05

Tongsé |5510 |[13778 | 100

Tongso | 5076 | 12692 | 100

Bang 1 cho thdy trong tiéng Anh
va tiéng Viét déu ¢o su da dang vé céc
phuong tién biéu hién tinh tinh thai.
Do 1a (1) Bong tur tinh thai, (2) Bong
tur rao don hudng tdi ngudi noi, (3)
Trang tr tinh thai, (4) Tinh tir tinh thai
va (5) Danh tir tinh thai trong tiéng
Anh. Tuy nhién, tan s6 xuat hién cua
cac phuong tién tinh thai trong tiéng
Anh va tiéng Viét khac nhau, khi nhin
tong thé ciing nhu chi tiét vé cac tir
loai tinh thai.

Bang 1 con cho thiy tan sudt ctia
cac phuong tién biéu dat tinh tinh thai
trong tiéng Anh: 5510/ 400.000 =
0.013778 (twong duong 13 778 tr trén
mot tridu tlr); trong tiéng Viét: 4445/
400.000 = 0.011074 (twong duong 11074
tur trén mot triu tur). Vay, trén téng
s6 400.000 tir cla 62 bai b4o khoa hoc
xa hoi bang tiéng Anh, cac tac gia da
sur dung 5510 tur c6 yéu tb tinh thai
dé thé hién v kién, quan diém, nhan
thirc, danh gia cia minh vé nhitng van
dé ma cac tac gia nghlen ctru/ quan
tam. Con s6 ndy con thé hién rang,
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trong cac vin ban khoa hoc xa hdi tiéng
Anh, viéc st dung cac phuong tién
tinh thai nhiéu hon so véi cac vin ban
khoa hoc xa hoi tiéng Viét.

Nhin tir goc do tir loai cua cac
phuong tién tinh thai con c6 thé thiy
rang ca hai ngdn ngit (tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét) ¢ day déu sir dung dong
tir tinh théi 1 chi yéu dé thé hién quan
diém, y kién, thai do, danh gia (cha
quan hay khéch quan) ctia minh vé su
tinh ndo d6. Pong tir tinh thai tiéng
Anh, v6i 10348 tlt/ triéu tir, chiém
75,11% trén téng s cac tur loai va
dong tir tinh thai tiéng Viét (9990 tu/

triéu tir) tham chi con chiém ti 1 cao
hon, 90,21% trén tong sd cac phuong
tién biéu hién tinh tinh thai. Tt loai
c6 tan suat dung tht hai sau dong tir
trong tiéng Anh 13 trang tir (14,14%),
con dbi voi tiéng Viét 1a to hop tinh
tir (5,63%). Pting thtr ba trong ca tiéng
Anh 13 danh tu: tiéng Anh (1,19%)
con trong tiéng Viét 1a trang tir (3,46%)
va tir loai c6 tan suat thap nhat 1a dong
tlr rao don hudng vé ngudi ndi & ca
tiéng Anh (0,76 %) va tiéng Viét (0,70%).

~ Sau day la cac bang thé hién tan
suat cua cac tu/ to hgp tir bi€u hién tinh
tinh thai trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét.

Bang 2. Tan sb xuét hién cta cic dong tir tinh thai tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

Pong tir tinh thai tiéng Anh

DPong tir tinh thai tiéng Viét

DPongtir | Sblan | Tinhtén | % DPongtir | S6lan | Tinhten | %
xuét triéu tu xuét tri€u tur
hién hién

Lean(cothé/ | 753 | 1882 | 18,19 | 1. phdi 1366 | 3415 | 30,37
€0 khad nang):
2. may (c6 | 659 | 1648 15,93 | 2.cothé | 877 2193 19,51
thél cé 1é):
3. will (s¢/ | 554 | 1385 13,38 | 3. can 866 2165 19,26
nhdt dinh sé):
4. would 706 1765 17,06 | 4.nén 251 628 5,59
(muon):
5. should 318 795 7,68 5.sé 501 1253 11,14
(nén):
6. could 381 953 9,21 6. biét 314 785 6,98
(co thé/ co
kha nang):
7.must/ have/ | 347 868 8,39 7. Muon 176 440 3,91
has/ had to
(phi)
8. might (c6 | 199 498 4,81 8. nght 62 155 1,38
thé/ c6 18):




52 Ngon ngir s6 6 nim 2012

9. need/ 169 | 423 4,09 | 9.doanl |37 92 0,82
needed to tién doan
(can):
10. shall (s¢) | 46 115 1,11 | 10.chola | 22 55 0,49
0 0 0 11.dam | 14 35 0,31
Tongsd | 4139 | 10 348 | 100 Téngsd | 4497 | 11243 | 100

Béang 3.Tan s6 xuat hién ctua cac dong tur rao don hudng té1 nguoi noi

Pong tir rao don tiéng Anh Pong tir rao don tiéng Viét
Pong tir | Solan | Tinhtrén | % Pongtr | Sélan | Tinhtén | %
rao dén xuét | triéu tir rao don xut | triéu tir

hién hién

1. I know 5113 12,38 | 1. Ching téi | 16 40 51,28
cho rang

2. I think | 22 55 52,38 | 2. (Chung) toi | 5 10 12,82
nghf rang

3. I believe | 9 23 21,90 | 3. (Chdng) t6i 3 8 10,26
tin rcfng

4. Imean | 3 8 7,62 | 4.Theo(chung) | 14 |35 44,87
t0i

5.1qguess | 3 8 7,62 | 5. (Ching) téi 0 0 0
dé rang

Tong s | 42 105 100 | Tong s6 31 |78 100

Bang 4. Tan s xuét hién cua trang tir tinh thai Tiéng Anh va t6 hop trang tir
tiéng Viét

Trang tir tiéng Anh Trang tir tiéng Viét
Trang tir Sélan | Tinhtén | % Trang tr | S6lan | Tinhtrén | %
xuathién | triéu tir Xuat | triéu tir
hién
1. Perhaps | 59 148 760 |1.Tomlai | 26 65 13.32
(€6 16/ ¢6 thé)
2. Maybe (co | 6 15 0.77 | 2.Quanhien | 1 3 0.61
16/ ¢6 thé)
3. Probably | 8 20 1.03 | 3. Hinhnhw | 5 13 2.66
(chdc 1d)
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4. Possibly | 14 35 1.80 | 4 Duvngnhe | 22 55 11.27

(co [é)

5. Certainly | 39 98 5.03 |5.C61é 15 37 7.58

(chdc chdn)

6. Obviously | 11 28 1.44 | 6.Rot cuge | 2 5 1.02

(rd rang )

7. Frequently | 56 140 719 |7.Khéng |10 25 5.12
nhat thiét

8. Negessarily | 51 126 6.47 | 8. Hétsirc | 50 125 25.61

9. Often 278 695 33.68 | 9. Tdtnhien |5 13 2.66

10. Totally |8 20 1.03 | 10.Dinhién | 5 13 2.66

11. Essentially | 16 40 2.05 | 11. Puong | 14 35 7.17
nhién

12. Potentially | 41 102 5.24 | 12.Chichin | 4 10 2.05

13. Generally | 124 310 15.91 | 13. Thiphdi | 16 40 8.20

14. Actually | 50 125 6.42 | 14.Thico |14 35 7.17

15. Naturally | 18 45 2.31 | 15.Khonghin | 6 15 3.07

Téng sb 779 1948 |100 |Téngsd |195 | 488 100

Bang 5. Tinh tir tinh théi trong tiéng Anh va td hop tinh tir trong tiéng Viét

Tinh tir tiéng Anh Tinh tir tiéng Viét
Tinhtr | S6lan | Tinhtrén | % Tinhtr | S6lan | Tinhtén | %
XUAt triéu tur xudt | triéu tir
hién hién
1. Possible | 83 208 17.15 | 1. Pung 3 8 1.28
(cé 1é)
2. Probable | 11 28 2.31 | 2. Chic chin | 22 55 8.83
(chdc)
3. Necessary | 80 200 16.49 | 3. Hay nhdt | 4 10 1.61
(can thiét)
4. Likely 169 | 423 34.87 | 4. Tot nhat | 16 40 6.42
(dwong
nhu/ chdc)
5. Certain | 28 70 5.77 | 5.ltnhat |25 63 10.11
(chdc/ chic
chdn)
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6. Obvious |28 |70 5.77 | 6. That 72 180 28.89
(rd rang)

7. True(ding) | 63 | 158 13.03 | 7. Hién nhién 6 |15 2.41
8. Evident |23 |58 478 |8.Rorang | 101 | 253 40.61
(hién nhién)

Téng 6 485 | 1213 100 | Téng s6 249 | 623 100

Bang 6. Danh tr tinh thai trong tiéng Anh va danh ngir trong tiéng Viét

Danh tir tiéng Anh Danh ngir tiéng Viét

Danbh tur Sélan | Tinhtén | % Danh ngit | S6lan | Tinhtén | %

xudt | triéu tir xuét | triéu tir

hién hién
1. Possibility | 43 108 65.85 | 1. SwcOkha |77 193 74.23
(sur c6 the/ nang
co lé)
2. Probability | 7 18 10.96 | 2. Su chdic chin | 15 37 14.23
(suchéc chi)
3.Chance |13 33 20.12 | 3. (Mgt sa) y | 8 20 7.69
(co hoi) kién
4. Rumor 2 5 3.05 | 4. Sunghingo | 4 10 3.85
(loi don)
Tong sd 64 164 100 | Tong s6 104 | 260 100

4. Thao luan

Tir két qua phan tich dit liéu vé
tan sO xuét hién cua cac dong tur tinh
thai trong 62 bai bao tiéng Anh (véi
tong s tir 400000) va 89 bai bao tiéng
Viét (tong sb 400000 tir) trén cac tap
chi khoa hoc x3 hoi da dé cap ¢ trén,
c6 thé ndi rang tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
c6 mot sd nét twong dong khi ding
c4c phuong tién dé dién dat tinh tinh
thai n61 chung va trong cac van ban
khoa hoc xa hdi ndi riéng. Cac phuong
tién biéu dat tinh tinh thai trong hai
ngdn ngir nay twong duong nhau vé

mat tur loai. D6 1a dong tur tinh thai
(mang tinh cht quan) (dan theo Halliday
1994), dong tir rao don hudng vé nguoi
néi [6], trang ti/ t6 hop trang tir tinh
thai, tinh tir/ t6 hop tinh tir tinh théi
(mang tinh khach quan cao (dan theo
Perkins 1983) va danh tit/ danh ngir
tinh thai. C6 tan s6 cao nhit & ca hai
ngdn ngit déu la dong tir tinh thai, tiép
theo sau la trang tur, tinh twr, danh tur
o tiéng Anh, va murc do thép nhit la
dong tir rao dén hudng vé ngudi noi.
Tuy nhién, khi nghién ctru chi tiét vao
tung loai tir loai thi mirc do thuong
Xuy@n rat khic nhau giita hai ngon ngi.
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Thu nhat, cac bai bao khoa hoc
tiéng Anh c6 xu hudng sir dung it dong
tir tinh thai hon so voi cac bai bao khoa
hoc tiéng Viét. Cu thé, tiéng Anh diing
dong tir tinh thai v6i tan suat 10.348
trong mot triéu tur, chiém 75,11% trén
tong cac phuong tién bleu dat tinh thai
va tiéng Viét dung véi tan suat 9990
tir trong mot triéu tir, chiém 88,14%
trén tong sb6. Trong d6 dong tir tinh
thai c6 tan Suat cao nhét trong tiéng
Anh 1a can (c6 thé/ c6 kha ning: 1882
tir trén mot triéu tir, chiém 18,19%
trén tong sb cac dong tir tinh thai, con
dong tir tinh thai c6 tan sudt cao nhat
trong tiéng Viét lai 1a phdi: 3415 tir
trén mot trigu tir, chiém 34,18% trén
tong sd cac dong tir tinh thai. Sau day
1a mot s6 thi du st dung can va phdi:

(1) Therefore, it can be concluded
that ordinary banks (such as high street,
commercial, savings banks) are in a
greater need to improve and measure
NFP than the specialized banks. (Vi
Vay, 6 thé duwoc két lugn rang cde ngdn
hang théng thuong (chang han nhu
ngan hang thuwong mai, ngan hdng tiét
kiém) la mot nhu cau lén hon dé cai
thién va do lwong NFP hon cac ngdn
hang chuyén nganh).

(T/c Journal of Case Research in
Business and Economics)

(2) Upon reviewing these con-
ditions, the instructor can then lead
debate or discussion on which of the
above items are addressed in this case.
(Khi xem Xét nhitng diéu kién nay, nguoi
hwong dén sau cé thé chi dao cudc
tranh ludn hodc thdo ludn vé cdc mat
hang trén dugc dé cdp dén trong truong
hop nay).

(T/c Journal of Case Research in
Business and Economics)

(3) And perhaps black children
are more aggressive and harder to
condition generally. We can’t rule out
these possibilities. (Va co lé tré em da
den tich cuc hon va khé khan hon diéu
kién thurong. Ching ta khong thé loai
trie nhitng kha nang nay).

(T/c Connectticut Public Interest
Law)

Can - ¢6 thé trong (1) thudc vé
tinh thai nhan thirc, mang tinh cht quan
ctia ngudi noi, dién dat sy "co thé di
dén két luan vé mot su tinh", trong khi
do can - ¢é thé trong (2) dién dat ning
luc ciia chi thé hanh dong, nén no6 thudc
tinh thai hudng tac thé. Va can ¢ - khong
thé trong cau (3) chi sy khong dugc
phép ctia chu thé hanh dong.

(4) Vi vay, "duy tué thi nghiép" (lay
tri tu¢ lam sw nghiép) la phuwong cham
ma ngueoi dé tir Phdt phai hudng dén.

(T/cT6n giao)

Pong tir tinh thai phdi trong cau
(4) thudc vé tinh thai dao nghia/ chirc
phan, nghia 1a dién dat ¥ mubn cha
quan clia nguoi noi ddi véi viée thuc
hien hanh dong. Nguoi noi cho rang

huong chim Iy trf tué 1Am su nghiép”
1a diéu bat budc “ma cac dé tir Phat
phdi hudéng té1”.

Pong tir tinh thai ¢ tan Suét cao
thir hai trong tiéng Anh would (706
tir trén mot triéu, chiém 17,06% trén
tong sb dong tir tinh thai) va trong tiéng
Viét 1a c6 thé (2.193 tir trén triéu tir,
chiém 21,95% trong cac dong tir tinh
thai). Thi du:

(5) Landholders, ecologists and
members of the public with an interest
in the Marshes cautioned that the reed
beds would shrink and that there would
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be heavy losses to the large bird numbers
and breeding grounds. (Chu dat, nha
sinh thdi hoc va cac thanh vién cua
cong chiing véi mét quan tém dén cdc
Marshes canh bdo rang giwong sdy
S€ ¢6 ton that ndng né sé heong chim
lon va khu vuce sinh san

(T/c Australia Humanities Review)

Would trong cu (5) dién dat 1oi
canh bao trudc, nén thudc tinh thai
hudng vé ngudi noi. Cau nay co nghia
la nguo1 ndi dua ra 101 canh bao cho
nguoi nghe.

(6) Theo quan niém nay, con nguoi
o thé tu xdc dinh ldy minh, tw biéu
hién minh theo so thich.

(T/cTon giéo)

C6 thé & cau (6) thudc tinh thai
huodng tac thé, thé hién nang luc, nhitng
diéu kién bén trong, ndi tai dé tac thé
thure hién hanh dong duoc néu trong cau.

Dong tir tinh thai ¢ tan suét cao
tht ba 1 12 may (cé thé/ cé 1é: 1.648
tir trén mot tridu tir, chiém 15,93%)
va will (sé/ sap/ chudn bi: 1.385 tir
trén mot triéu, chiém 13,38%) trong
khi do trong tiéng Viét 1 tir cdn (2.165
tr trén mot triéu tir, chiém 21,67%).
Thi du:

(7) Research has catalogued a
diverse set of factors that may influence
satisfaction, including personality
characteristics. (Nghién ciru da dugc
xé}? vao muc luc mot tdp hop da dang
ciia cdc yéu tood cé thé anh hieong
dén sw hai long, bao gom ca tinh cdch
ca nhan).

(T/c Renewal of Religion)

May trong (7) dién dat tinh thai
nhan thure, c6 nghia 13 ngudi néi cho
rang hanh dong c6 thé xay ra.

(8) By 2050 the salt load will be
so great that biodiversity will be reduced
and the river will support few. (Pén
nam 2050, mudi sé nhiéu dén mirc su
da dang sinh hoc sé duoc giam va cdc
song sé hé truw chiit it).

(T/c Australia Humanities Review)

Will trong cau (8) dua ra nhan
dinh vé hanh dong co thé xay ra trong
tuong lai, nén thudc tinh thai nhan thurc,
mang tinh chil quan ctia nguoi noi.

(9) Chiing ta can ¢é nhiéu kinh
phi dé néng cao ning luc cho cong dong.

(T/cVan héa ddn gian)

Can trong hai cau (9) biéu dat su
can thiét dé hanh dong xay ra, vi vy
nén thudc tinh thai dao nghia, mang
tinh chu quan cta ngudi noi.

(10) Nguoi thanh nién cé tu do
la nguweoi thanh nién c¢é ban linh, biét
yéu thwong va biét yéu minh, biét lam
viéc cho minh va cho xa hoi da tao
ra minh.

(T/cDi san van hoa)

Pong tir tinh thai ¢ tan Suét cao
thir tu trong tiéng Anh 1a should - nén
(Vo1 526 tir trén mat tri€u tir) con trong
tiéng Viét 1a nén (628 tiy/ triéu tir, chiém
6,29%). Thi du:

(11) Céc festival dwong dai déu
co muc tiéu phat trién kinh té. du lich,
khong nén bién Ié héi dan gian thanh
festival dwong dai.

(T/cDi san van hoa)
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(12) Khi khuyén con nguoi nén
song cé dan, 6 nghia, néu ngueoi Thai
néi “An dimg quén diia, ¢ dimg quén
on”, thi ngwoi Kinh lai néi “An qua
nhé ké trong cdy” hodc khi dé cdp t6i
cong lao to lon cua cha me, nguoi
Thdi ¢6 cdch so sanh véi dat troi, voi
nui non nhw nguoi Kinh.

(Tle Di san van héa)

Trong cau (11), ngudi noi khuyén
ngudi nghe “khong nén bién 18 hoi
dan gian thanh festival duong dai” va
cau (12) khuyén “con ngudi sdng co
an, co nghia”. Pong tir tinh thai trong
hai cau nay thudc tinh thai can ban,
thé hién y chi, y mudn cht quan cia
nguoi noi.

(13) Do you think that when a
corporation’s financial position has
reached the point where it faces a high
probability that it may not be able to
recover, that the CEO should make
this clear to the board of directors?
(Ban ¢é nghi rang khi tinh hinh tai
chinh ciia Tong cong ti da dat dén diém
Ma& N6 phdi doi mdt thi rit ¢6 kha nang
1& N6 khong thé phuc héi, rang Giam
déc diéu hanh nén lam ré diéu nay
véi ban gidm doc?)

(T/c Journal of Case Research in
Business and Economics)

Dong tur tinh thai should trong
céu (13) duoc dung dé khuyén bao nén
chung thudc tinh thai can ban.

Dong tir tinh thi co tan suat thap
nhat trong tiéng Anh la ought to - nén
(23 tir trén mot triéu tr) con tieng Vit
la dam (35 tir trén mot triéu tir). Thi du:

(14) Therefore, the diversification
strategy ought to align with this mission

with ways overcoming the Challenges.
(Vi vdy, chién heoe da dang hda nén
phit hop v6i nhiém vu nay dé khdc phuc
nhitng thach thuec).

(T/c Journal of Case Research in
Business and Economics)

Ought to trong cau (14) dién ta
10i khuyén ctia ngudi n6i déi voi nguoi
nghe, nén thugc tinh thai dao nghia.

(15) Dung y ciia nguwoi xua dén
nay ta chwa du diéu kién dé khang
dinh, chi dam dwa ra mét vai phong
doan, gia thiét lam viéc dwa trén cdc
ar liéu dia Il tw nhién, lich s, xa hoi...
ma thoi.

(Tlc Van héa dan gian)

Thir hai, trong ca tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét ti 1é dung dong tir rao don
hudng vé nguoi ndi déu it nhat. Trong
tiéng Anh, (1) think - (t0i) nghi duogc
st dung nhiéu nhat (55 1an/ triéu tu,
chiém 52,38%, trong khi d6 trong tiéng
Viét (chang t6i) cho (rang) lai dugc
ding nhiéu nhét (40 1an/ triéu tir, chiém
51,28%). Pong tir tinh thai hudng vé
nguoi ndi duge st dung nhiéu thr hai
trong tleng Anh la (I) believe - (t6i)
tin (rang) Vi tAn sut 23 tu/ triéu tir,
chiém 21,9%. Nguoc lai, trong tleng
Viét dong tir hudng tdi nguoi noi (chiing
t6i/tdi) tin (rang) xut hién it nhat, 8
1an/ triéu tir, chiém 10,26%. T6 hop
dong tir huéng vé& ngudi noi duoc sir
dung nhiéu thir hai trong tiéng Viét
lai 1a theo (chdng toi/ t6i), xuat hién
35 lan/ triéu tir, chiém 44,87%. Dong
tur tinh thai huong vé ngudi noi xuat
hién it nhat trong tleng Anh Ia (1) guess -
(tOI) doan/ do, 8 lan trén triéu ti, sb
14n xuét hién bang vai s 1an xuat hién
cta (chdng t6i/ toi) tin (rang) trong
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tiéng Viét. Pay 1a mot su trung hop
ngau nhién, Ii thi. Sau day 1a mot vai
thi du vé sy xuat hién cua cac dong
tir tinh thai hudng vé ngudi noi trong
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét:

(16) And I think that’s a real key
of starting this kind of work, and that
men think sexual assault is a bad thing.
(Va toi nght rcing do la mot chia khda
thuc sir dé bdt dau cong viéc ndy va
rang nhimng ngu"m dan éng tdn cong
tin duc la mét diéu xau).

(T/c Advances in Social Work)

(17) Ching tdi cho rang: ton trong
va phéat huy tiéng néi ciia cd thé la
mot quan diém mdi rat phit hop véi
cdc trung bay ¢ Bao tang phu nit Viet
Nam, thé hién mong muon cua bao
tang la ngdy cang tién gan va hoa dong
cing cong dong cing tham gia vao
hoat dong cua bao tang, dwoc noi vé
minh, gidi thiéu vé minh bang vin hod
va ngon ngit cua chinh minh.

(Tle Van héa dadn gian)

(18) Similarly, 1 believe, when
this show sets itself apart from the
reality of American politics or, more
simply stated, when reality becomes
the most unrealistic, it becomes the
most political. (7iwong tw nhu vy, t0i
tin rang, khi chuong trinh nay dat
chinh né ngodi viéc thuc té ciia nén
chinh tri My hodc, n0i don gidn hon,
khi thuc teess tro thanh khong thuc
1é nhat, né tré thanh chinh tri nhdt)

(T/c American Popular Culture)

(19) Nhitng nha ngon ngit hoc
tri nhdn tuy khéng nhdc dén quan diém
cua Sausure va Fillin trong huong
nghién cuu ngit phap cua minh, nhung
thuwe ra tién dé ngit phap ngit nghia

cua nhitng nha ngon ngir tri nhan -
theo t0i - khdng thé néi la khéng lién
quan gi dén dir bdo va tam nhin da
duge dé cdp trén.

(T/c Ngon ngir)

(20) But spiritually, I would guess,
the middle-class punks who were
obediently getting their degrees were
the ones upon whom the movement
left its deepest mark. (Nhung vé mat
tinh than, 16i dodn rang tang I6p trung
luu sau khi ngoan ngoan nhdn duoc
nang cdp la nhu"ng ngum ma phong
trao dd dé lai ddu dn sdu sdc nhdt.)

(T/c Advances in Social Work)

Thir ba, phuong tién thé hién tinh
tinh thai cao thir hai (sau dong tur tinh
thai) 1a trang tir trong tiéng Anh véi
tin s6 xuét hién 1a 1.948 tir trén mot
triéu tir, chiém 14,14% trén téng s6
cac loai phuong tién biéu hién tinh
tinh thai. Trong khi d6 t6 hop tinh tir
trong tiéng Viét lai 1a phuong tién biéu
dat tinh tinh thai c6 tan suit cao tha
hai (sau dong tir), v6i tan suit xuét
hién 623 lén trén tricu tir, chiém 5,50%
trén tong so Trong tiéng Anh trang
tir o tAn sudt cao nhat la often - thuong
Xuyén, 695 1an xuét hién trén mot triéu
tir, chiém 33,68% trén téng sb cac trang
tir. Trang tir ¢ tan suét cao thir hai la
generally - n6i chung/ nhin chung, véi
310 1an xuét hién trén triéu tr, chiém
15,91%. Trang tur co tan Suét thép nhét
la maybe - ¢é thé/ c6 16, v6i 15 1an xuit
hién trén mot triéu tir, chiém 0,77%.
Mot s6 thi du vé trang tir tinh théi trong
tiéng Anh:

(21) Japanese banks are not in

such a situation but Japanese business
institutions are obviously chained with
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socio-political organisations. (Ngan
hang Nhdt Ban khong phai la trong
tinh hinh nhw vdy, nhung cdc té chirc
doanh nghiép nhat ban ro rang la bi
tréi budc véi cdc t6 chire chinh tri -
Xd hoi).

(T/c Journal of Cases Research in
Business and Economics)

(22) Atfter all, he argued, surely
our society was entitled to “impose
some costs (other than the stigma and
inconvenience of an arrest and court
appearance)” on those who committed
crime. (Sau cung, 6ng Idp Iudn, chdc
chdn xd héi cia ching ta dwoc quyén
"dp dit mét s6 chi phi khdc hon so
Vvéi sw ki thi va bdt tién ciia mét vu
bdt giit va xudt hién & toa an” trén
nhitng nguoi pham toi ac).

(T/c Connecticut Law)

Trong tiéng Viét, tinh tir c¢6 tan
sudt cao nhat 1a rd rang, voi 253 lan
xuat hién trén mot triéu tir, chiém 40,61%.
Tinh tir xuét hién v6i tan suit cao thir
hai 1 thdt, v6i tan suit 180 lan trén
triéu tir. Va tinh tir c6 tan suét thip
nhét 1a ding, voi 8 1an xuét hién trén
mot triéu tur. Thi du:

(23) Néu nhitng “khodng trong”
trén con chuwa dwoc “lap day” thi rd
rang la ching ta chia c6 di diéu kién
dé nhdn thire d‘d‘y di vé lich sir ciia
“nhan vat trung tam” la chinh dan
toc Viét Nam.

(Tlc Thong tin khoa hoc xa hoi)

Tht tu, phuong tién biéu dat tinh
tinh thai trong tiéng Anh cao thi ba
sau trang tur tinh thai 1a tinh ttr, véi tan

s6 xuét hién 1a 1.213 t/ triéu tlr, chiem
8,8%. Trong khi d6 phuong tién biéu
dat tinh thai ding thir ba trong tiéng
Viét lai 13 t6 hop trang tir, vi tan suat
383 lan/ tri¢u tir, chiém 3,38%. Tinh
tir c6 tan suét cao nhat trong tiéng Anh
la likely - chdc/ dwong nhu/ c6 thé xdy
ral ¢é kha néng, v6i 423 1an/ tridu ti,
chiém 34,87%. Tinh tir tinh thdi c6
tan suat cao thir hai trong tiéng Anh
la possible - ¢6 thé/ c¢é khd nang, voi
tAn sudt 208 tir trén tridu tir, chiém
17,15%. Va tinh tir ¢6 tan suét thip
nhat trong tiéng Anh Ia probable - chic,
v6i tan suat 28 tir trén triéu tir, chiém
2,31%. Thi du:

(24) It is possible that the
researcher’s verbal and nonverbal
cues prompted the respondent’s discussion
and reflection in some cases. (C6 thé
la tin hiéu ngon ngit cua nha nghién
citu da gay nén nhitng sy tranh ludn
va sw phdn dnh trong mét sé truong
hop cua bi don).

(T/c Advances in social work)

Trong tiéng Viét, t6 hop trang
tlr ¢6 tAn sudt cao nhét 1a hét sirc, v6i
tan suét 1a 125 lan trén mot tridu tur,
chiém 32,64%. T6 hop trang tir c6 tan
suat cao thur hai 1a duwong nhu, véi 55
t/ tridu tir, chiém 14,36%. T4 hop tir
c6 tan suét thip nhat 14 qud nhién, véi
3 1an xuét hién trén triéu tir. Thi du;

(25) Trong boi canh nhie vy, ngogi
ngit tré thanh ki niang nghé nghiép
quan trong va kién thirc vé cc hé thong
van hoa, lich su, chinh tri, ludt phap
va kinh té ciia cac quéc gia khdc tré
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nén hét stic quan trong véi bat ki cong
viéc nao.
(T/c Gido duc)

(26) Ciing giong nhw vy, trong
nghién civu vé lich sir hién dai dudng
nhu chung ta dang dung lai voi nhitng
nhén thic da “on dinh” vé lich sir hai
cudc khdang chién chéng ngoai xam
va dau tranh thong nhdt dat nuéc?

(T/c Thong tin khoa hoc xa hoi)

Tho nam, phuong ti€n biéu dat
tinh tinh thai c6 tan suét thir tw 1a danh
tir trong tiéng Anh, v6i tan suit 164
tir trén triéu tir, chiém 1,19%. Trong
tiéng Anh, danh tir ¢6 tan sut cao nht
4 possibility - sw c6 thé/ ¢é kha ndang,
chiém 65,85%. Danh tir c6 tan suét
cao tht hai la chance - su tinh co, co
héi. Va danh tir c6 tan suat thap nhat
1a rumor - [oi don. Thi du:

(27) One possibility would be to
engage in this type of reflective process
with students as we are reviewing
“products” from their practicum work.
(Mot kha nang sé duoc tham gia vao
CaC logi nay cua qud trinh phdn xq
VOi cac sinh vién nhu chung toi dang
xem xét "san phcfm " tir cong viéc thuc
tap cua ho).

(T/c Advances in social work)

5. Thay cho 19i két

Qua viéc khao sat 62 bai bao tiéng
Anh (400.000 tir) va 89 bai bao tiéng
Viét (400.000 ttr) trong cac tap chi khoa
hoc xa hoi bang phan mém TextSTATS
-2, 6 thé dua ra mot s6 nhan dinh: (1)
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét co nhiéu nét

twong dong trong cach biéu dat tinh
tinh thai, cu thé 1a st dung dong tir
tinh thai, dong tr rao don hudng toi
ngudi nodi, trang tir/ to hop trang tir
tinh thai, tinh tit/ to hop tinh tir tinh
thai. Tuy nhién trong tiéng Anh co
danh tir tinh thai biéu dat tinh thai con
trong tiéng Viét khdng co.

(2) Tir loai c6 tan s6 cao nhat &
ca hai ngon ngit déu 1a dong tir tinh
thai (mang tinh chu quan cao), tiép
theo sau 1a trang tir tinh thai dbi véi
tiéng Anh va to hop tinh tir tinh thai
dbi v6i tiéng Viét, tan suat cao thir ba
trong tiéng Anh 14 tinh tir tinh théi va
trong tiéng Viét 1a to hop trang tir tinh
thai, sau d6 dén danh tir tinh théi trong
tiéng Anh va mtrc do thip nhit ¢ ca
hai ngdn ngir déu 1a dong tir rao dén
huéng vé nguoi noi.

(3) Tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh c6
nhiéu cach khac nhau trong dién dat
tinh tinh thai. Trong vin hoa giao tiép
khoa hoc, ca tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
déu c6 xu hudng sir dung dong tir tinh
thai nhiéu nhat trong cac phuong tién
biéu dat tinh tinh thai (tiéng Viét xuat
hién 9.990 1an trén tridu tir, chiém ti
1é rat cao (90.21%) con tiéng Anh
10.348 Ian trén triéu tir, chiém 75,11%).
Trong tiéng Anh, dong tir tinh thai can
(6 thé/ co kha ning/ cé nang luc/ duoc
phép/ biét) duge sir dung nhidu nhét
trong khi d6 ¢ tiéng Viét lai c6 xu thé
str dung phdai nhiéu nhat. Phdi dién dat
sy "diéu khién/ chi ph6i/ trach nhiém"
budc ai d6 phai lam theo bon phén,
va phdi la dong tir tinh thai mang tinh
chu quan cao (highly subjective).
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(4) Tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét déu
ding dong tir rao don hudng vé ngudi
ndi trong giao tiép khoa hoc. Tuy nhién,
trong tiéng Anh ding nhiéu dong tir
rao dén hon so véi trong tiéng Viét
(105 lan ddi véi tiéng Anh va 78 lan
d6i véi tiéng Viet).

(5) Trong ca tiéng Anh va tiéng
Viét déu st dung réat nhiéu trang tir/
t6 hop trang tir tinh thai va tinh ti/ t6
hop tinh tir tinh thai dé khang dinh
tinh khach quan cua sy tinh (dan theo
Perkins, 1983). Tuy nhién, trong tiéng
Anh diing nhiéu trang tir tinh thai va
tinh tir tinh thai hon so véi tiéng Viét
(tiéng Anh chiém 22,94% con tiéng
Viét chiém 9.09%). Theo Langacker
[5], khi nguoi ndi/ ngudi viét str dung
dong tir tinh thai nhiéu hon, c6 nghia
14 ho mudn dua ra nhan xét, quan diém
cua minh mét cach chi quan hon khi
ho dung trang ttr, tinh tir hoac danh ttr.

Két qua nghién ctru so bo trén
day phan nao phan anh birc tranh ngdn
ngit vé tinh tinh thai khach quan va
tinh thai chu quan cta tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét. Hi vong bai viét nay s&
gitp ich phan nao cho cong tic giang
day va nghién ciru tiéng Anh ciing nhu
tiéng Viét.
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SUMAMRY

This paper intends to apply the models
of Cognitive Grammar to investigate
the lexicogrammatical devices expressing
subjectification and objectification
modality in English and Vietnamese
social science texts. By analyzing a
corpus of 62 English papers (consisting
of 400 000 words) and a corpus of 89
Vietnamese texts (consisting of 400 000
words), the study aims at providing the
frequencies of modal expressions in
both English and Vietnamese and finding
out the similarities and differences
between English and Vietnamese in
expressing modality.



