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TRAO DOI

PHAP THUAN CO PHAI LA TAC GIA BAI THO
NAM QUOC SON HA ?

Pham V6 Thanh Ha"

Nguoi khing dinh ludn diém Phap Thuan “sang tdc bai tho” Nam qudc
son ha mot cach tu tin, chic chén, ro rang 1a Gido su L& Manh That - dugc
trinh bay kha day da trong cudn Lich siz Phdt gido Viét Nam (tap 2).)

Can phai khing dinh ngay rang: véi kién vin con han hep, nguovi viét
khong hé c6 y dinh “doc” nguyén cd cuén sach ciia dng That, von bao quat mot
“thoi gian dang ding, khong gian ménh mong” ma chi muén trao doi doi diéu
qua sd trang it 6i tac gid cudn sach ban vé tac gid bai tha Nam quéc son ha.

Ong That qua da day cong, tim dung huéng di khi dat Nam quéc son ha
trong khong gian vin héa Pai Viét nhitng thap nién dau thoi tu chi - ldc “vua
Lé Pai Hanh va tuéng quan Pham Cu Lugng déng quan 6 song D6 L5”. Ong
dan theo Linh Nam chich qudi 2 (t& 74-75):

“Vua DPai Hanh ban dém mo thay hai ngudi than vai ¢ trén séng néi: Anh
em than, mot ngudi tén Truong Hong, mot nguoi tén Truong Hat, trude tho
Triéu Viét Vuong thuong theo chinh phat bon gidc dit, ma c¢6 duge thién ha.
Pén sau, Ly Nam D& chiém nuéc, nghe tiéng anh em than, cho voi dén. Than
vé nghia khong thé dén, uong thudc doc ma chét. Thuong dé thuong ké cé6 cong,
ma khen long trung nghia mot tiét, ban cho tuéng quan than bo, thong linh
quy binh. Nay thay quan Téng vao ¢di lam khé sinh linh nuéc ta, nén bon than
dén gip xin cung vua danh bon gific nay dé ctu sinh dan.

Vua DPai Hanh kinh ngac thic day goi bé t6i hau can, néi: “Pay 1a than
gitp ta vay”. Ben lién 14p tic rue thuyén vua dot huong lam 18 xin rang: “Than
nhan c6 thé gitp ta thanh dugc cong nghiép nay thi viéc phong thuéng va cing
dom muon doi s& khong hét”. Vua cho giét sinh lao dé t&, dem céc moén 4o mii
tién gidy va voi ngua d6t di d€ ban cho. Pém 4y lai mo thay hai thidn nhan
cung miéc 40 mii dd ban, dén truéc vua b4i ta. Pén dém hom sau, vua mo thay
mot thadn nhan dem quy bd 4o trang ti phia nam Binh Giang t6i, va mot vi
than nhan dem quy bo 40 d6 tir song Nhu Nguyét xuéng. Ca hai déu nhim trai
gidc ma danh.

Ngay 2 thang 10, vao lic canh ba nita dém, khi troi t6i mit, gié 16n mua don
nd ra, quan Toéng tan v&. Than map md ding trén khong trung, cao tiéng ngam:

Nudoc Nam séng nui vua Nam &
Ranh ré phdn chia tai sdch troi

* Cuc Van héa co s3, Bd Van hoa, Thé thao va Du lich.
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Gidc nghich sao nay dam pham dén
Ching bay chuéc bai chdc ngay thoi.
(Nam quéc son ha Nam dé cu

Tiét nhién di dinh tai thién thu
Nhu ha nghich 16 lai xAm pham
Nhit ddng hanh khan tha bai hu)

Quan Tong nghe thé chen nhau ti tan, mdi ké tu chay tron, bi bit song
khong thé ké xiét. Quan Téng dai bai rat lui. Vua Pai Hanh dem quan vé ming
théng tran, phong thuéng cho hai than nhan, ngudi em 14 Uy Dich Pai Vuong,
lap dén tho tai Tam Ky Giang ¢ Long Nhén, sai dan Long Nhan va Binh
Giang phung tho. Nguoi anh 12 Khuéce DPich Pai Vuong, 1ap dén tho & song Nhu
Nguyét, sai dan ven song phung thd, dén nay van con”.

Ti “ngudn thong tin dau tién” vé bai tho than Nudc Nam séng nii cho
thay né “da dugc doc 1én trong cudc chién tranh niam 9817, “c6 lién hé véi vua
Lé Pai Hanh”, Lé Manh That bac bé kha ning tac gia Nam quéc son ha la Ly
Thuong Kiét: “bai tho than phai dugc coi 1a xuat hién dudi thoi Lé Pai Hanh...
chi khong phai trong cudc chién tranh nidm 1076 vé6i Ly Thuong Kiét”.

Song dang tiéc 1a “phat hién”, 1ap luan va ching minh trén day cia Lé
tién sinh hoan toan mang y nghia “dap tung mét mot canh cira da mao”.

Nhin theo chiéu lich dai, nguoi dau tién mudn gianh quyén téc gid bai
tho Nam quéc son ha cho Ly Thudng Kiét 1a Hoang Cao Khai. Trong tdc phdm
Viéet sz yéu (hoan thanh nam 1914), du khong dua ra bat ky bang chiing nao
thuyét phuc, ho Hoang van thing muc Tau viét: “Tuc truyén bai thi &y (Nam
quéc son ha Nam dé cu/ Tiét nhién dinh phdn tai thién thu.. - TG) la do than
nhan Ung mong, con chiung toi thi cho bai thi dy la do Ly Thuong Kiét sang tdc
dé ky niém chién cong vay”.? Tuy nhién, néi cho cong bing, sai 1am ma Dién
Mau quén cong géi lai v6i thoi gian khong anh huéng nhiéu dén nhan thic
clia cac hoc gid 16p sau - mot phan, duong thoi ho Hoang gin lién véi hai chi
“Viét gian” nén con ngudi va trudc tac cia 6ng mot thoi gian dai khong dugc
coi trong (tho duong thoi ché giéu Hoang: Phdp-Nam hai nuéc mot cong than);
phan khéc, cho d&n nam 1941, Viét siz yéu van chua dugc true ba trong Viét
Nam vdn hoc st yéu ctia Duong Quang Ham (phan viét vé Thai Ha Dién Mau
g tu cach tac gia).

N#am 1917, trong So hoc An Nam st luoc (in 1an thid 2 nam 1918 né dugc
14y tén Viet Nam si luoc), Tran Trong Kim viét: “Lic bay gid, quan nha Tong
danh hiang 1dm, Ly Thuong Kiét hét sic chong gilt, nhung s¢ quan minh cé
nga long ching, ben dat ra mot chuyén néi ring cé than cho bén cau tho.”.®
Tir Tran Trong Kim, nhiéu hoc gia tiép noi gan nhu da “ching kh4u dong ti”
khang dinh vo tuéng ho Ly 1a tac gid thi phdm Nam quéc son ha.

Duong Quang Ham trong Viét Nam vdn hoc si yéu (viét xong nam 1941)
chdp but: “Ly Thuong Kiét khi chéng nhau véi quan dich, c6 1am bai tho dé
khuyén khich tuéng si, 161 1& that khang khai”.®
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Mot nam sau (1942), Nguyén Dong Chi trong Viét Nam c6 vdn hoc si viét:
“Thuong Kiét khi thic cu quan dich, mot hom gid thac chuyén nim chiém bao
thdy c6 mot vi than cho bai tho ring.”.®

Dén nam 1949, véi tac phdm Ly Thuong Kiét, hoc gid Hoang Xuan Han
bay t6: “Su that c6 1& nhu t6i da theo ¥ Tran Trong Kim, nhan ring tho la clia
Ly Thuong Kiet”.©

Thoi chong thuc dan Phép, roi cd nuéc danh My va thing M§, bai tho
Nam quéc son ha tiép tuc duge cho 1a ctia Ly Thuong Kiét - béi du luan chi yéu
quan tdm dén ndi dung thi phdm chi khong tim hiéu vé tac gid vin ban.

Nhitng nim 1977-1980, trong nhiéu chuyén khdo vén hoc 16n, bai tho
Nam quéc son ha van gin véi tén tudi vo tuéng ho Ly. Nguyén Hué Chi qua
phan khdo luan vén ban trong cuén Tho vdn Ly-Trdn (tap 1) viét: “Cé 1& Ly
Thuong Kiét da tao ra cau chuyén than linh d6 dé khich 1é& tinh than quan si.
Bai tho da gép phan khong nhd vao viéc danh bai quan Tong”.”

Lich stz van hoc Viét Nam (tap 1, 1980) hay con day dong chii: “Nam 1076,
dé khich 1é quan si trong cudc quyét chién v6i quan xam luge Tong & song Cau
(song Nhu Nguyét), Ly Thudng Kiét da nhan danh than séong Nhu Nguyét lam
bon cau tho sau.”.®

Roi ci hai cuén T'6ng tdp vdan hoc Viét Nam (tap 1, 1980) cia Van Tan va
Dinh Gia Khanh cung chung nhén thic: “Bén cau tho bat hu cia Ly Thuong
Kiét doc 6 dén Truong Hat - Truong Hong dau xuan ndm Dinh Ty” (bdn Van
Tan);® hay: “Truéec Tran Quéc Tudn hai tram nam, Ly Thuong Kiét da cé
nhiing 161 tho hao hung va danh thép trong bai Nam qudc son ha nhu sau..”
(ban DPinh Gia Khanh).®?

Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, nham 1an cta Tran Trong Kim trong Viét
Nam sit luge 4anh huéng rat 16n dén nhiéu hoc gia, st gia Viét Nam khong chi
mot thé hé. Cung véi sach v, né di vao van bia, nha luu niém danh nhén, béo
tang, nép nghi nhan dan... Phai dén nam 1988, trén tap chi 76 quéc, ngudi ta
méi thay mot y kién “ddo ngugc thuc tai” cia Gido su Ha Van Tan, mot chuyén
gia tén tubi vé gidm dinh st liéu va vin ban hoc. Ong viét: “Khong mot nha
st hoc nao c6 thé ching minh duge ring bai the Nam quéc son ha Nam dé cu
14 cta Ly Thuong Kiét. Khong c6 mot sl liéu nao cho biét diéu dé ca. Su cii chi
chép ring trong mot tran chong Tong & vung song Nhu Nguyét, mot dém quan
si nghe tiéng ngam bai tho d6 trong dén tho Truong Hong, Truong Hat. Cé
thé doan riang Ly Thuong Kiét da cho ngudi ngam tho. Pi xa hon, c¢6 thé doan
rang Ly Thuong Kiét 1a tdc gid cta bai tho. Nhung chi 1a dodn théi, lam sao
néi chic duge bai tho d6 1a ctia Ly Thudong Kiét? Thé nhung, cho dén nay, moi
ngudi duong nhu déu tin d6 1a su that, hay néi ding hon, khong ai d4m nghi
ngo dé khong phai la su that” (Lich si, su thdt va sui hoc). MV

Con c6 thé néi gi hon vé bai viet mang dam tinh su but, st ludn clha
GS Ha Vin Tan? Song diéu dang tiéc, bai viet mau muc 4y khong phai dang
“phé cap”; hon nita, Lich s, su thdt va s hoc con dé cap dén nhiéu van dé 16n
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va phuc tap khéc cia khoa hoc lich s, nén nhiing cau chit vé Ly Thudng Kiét
va thuc chat “ban quyén” bai tho Nam quéc son ha nay dé bi “chim”, khuat 1ap
trong khong it luan diém quan trong khac.

Sau nhén thic “mé duong”, mang tinh ban 1é - dat “cot moc” cia GS Ha
Van Tén thi PGS Bui Duy T4n 13 ngudi da danh nhiéu thoi gian va tam huyét
dé “tra” Nam quéc son ha vé doi song dan gian (6ng dung ba chit “vo danh thi”
dé dinh danh tdc ph4m). Bing cong phu tim toi, c6 trong tay hon 30 vén ban
chit Han va nhiéu than tich ghi bai tho (nhu Viét dién u linh, Linh Nam chich
qudi, Pai Viét sit ky toan thu, Viét si tiéu dn, Lich triéu hién chuong loai chi,
Dai Nam nhdt théng chi, Viet si dién am, Truong tén thdn su tich..), PGS Bui
Duy Tan két luan: Khong c6 mot van ban nao ghi nhan Ly Thuong Kiét 1a tac
gid, hodc tuong truyén 1a tac gid bai tho; tdt cd cidc vin badn déu ghi nhan bai
tho 1a cta than Truong Hong, Truong Hat - tuéng linh cia Triéu Quang Phuc;
than doc tho ctia than, 4&m phu duong gian trg quoc an dan (...) k& da nhiéu lan
- hai 1an gitap Lé Hoan (981) va Ly Thuong Kiét (1076) chéng Tong; bai tho
khong hé dugc tuyén vao cdc tuyén tap tho ca chit Han doi xua, trudc sau né
van la thanh phan co hitu trong truyén thuyét dan gian; ngdo nhan Ly Thuong
Kiét 1a tdc gid Nam quéc son ha cia Tran Trong Kim (..) 1a do tu y, chi khong
dua vao bat ky tu lieu Han Nom nao.? Ong dit khoat: “Nay dua vao truyén
thuyét, huyén tich con lai thi Ly Thuong Kiét khong phai 1a téc gid cua bai
tho Nam quéc son ha. Tat ca nhiing ai ting cho bai tho 1a cia Ly Thuong Kiét
déu c6 thé 1a vo dodn, ngd nhdn, ngoa truyén”.*® Puong nhién, két luan nay
lam sang t6 su ton nghi: bai tho Nam qudc son ha da xuat hién trude thoi dai
Ly Thuong Kiét - nhu nhan thic ctia Lé Manh That trong cuén Lich si Phdt
gido Viét Nam (tap 2), cau chuyén ban quyén chi 1a “bé c4i 1am”. Pang néi hon,
truée khi Lé Manh That cong bd két qua nghién ctu clia minh (2001) thi PGS
Bui Duy Tan tung viét nhiéu bai véi cung ndi dung ay trén nhiéu dién dan,
tap chi, sach tham khdo, siach gido khoa cédc cdp.. hy vong cham dit duge mot
“nham 14n thé& ky”. Poc gid c6 thé kiém ching diéu nay qua nhiéu sich vé do
PGS Bui Duy Tan chu bién hoidc tham gia chdp bat nhu: Van hoc 9, Tu liéu
vdn hoc 10,9 45 ndm Khoa Vdn hoc,"® T dién tdc gid - tdc phdm vdn hoc Viét
Nam dung trong nha truong,"” Hop tuyén vdn hoc trung dai Viet Nam thé ky
X - XIX.*™® Chang t6i goi phat hién cia Lé Manh That mang y nghia “dap tung
mot canh ctra da md” 1a vi 1é d6.

Mot noi dung can luu tAm nita trong Lich s Phdt gido Viét Nam (tap 2)
- phan viét vé bai tho Nam quéc son ha - 1a viéc Lé Manh That khéng dinh
thi phdm nay thudc “ban quyén” Phap Thuan. Ong That viét: “Du tho than di
nita thi ciing phai do con nguvi lam ra, phai thong qua mot nguvi dé doc lén.
Vay ai c6 kha ning c6 thé lam bai tho nay? Dé tra 16i cau héi nay, ta thay
nhiing nguodi tham gia vao bo chi huy cia vua Lé Pai Hanh trong cudc chién
nam 981 khong ai c¢6 diéu kién gan giii hon Phap Thuén, dic biét khi truyén
Ph4p Thuian da xdc nhan 6ng 1a nguoi tham gia “van tru ké& siach” ngay tur lac
vua Lé DPai Hanh siang nghiép. Hon nita, néu nhitng vin thu ngoai giao duéi
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triéu Lé Pai Hanh 12 do Phap Thuan soan thdo, nhu trén da ching té thi viéc
Phap Thuin sdng tdc bai tho 4y 124 mot két luan hop ly. Ngoai ra, Phdp Thuan
da c6 mot hé tu tuéng hoan chinh phat biéu trong bai tho Vdn nuéc™ dudi day.
bay 1a hai yé&u t6 khdc cho phép xdc nhan kha niang Phdap Thuan da sdng téc
bai tho y. Thém vao dé, bai tho nay hoa nhap mot cach nhuan nhuyén va thé
hién dugc khuynh huéng néi bat clia dong van hoc thoi su cha luu cdc thé ky
ay. Khuynh huéng van hoc ndi bat nay da chi phoi gadn 300 ndm phét trién cia
nén vin hoc Viét Nam véi su tdp trung cao dod clia van dé néng béng nhat cta
dan toc thoi bay gio 1a van dé lam cha dat nuée..”.

C6 thé noéi, khang dinh trén day ctia 6ng That bé ngoai “nghe ra chiing
phdi qud”, song rat chi quan va khién cudng. Du Phip Thuin “c6é nhiéu diéu
kién gan giii” nhat v6i Lé Hoan trong cudc chién nam 981 hay tham gia “van
tru ké& sach” lic Pai Hanh khdi nghiép, hodc sang tdc bai tho “Qudc t§”... cling
khong thé dong nhat véi viéc dng sang tac Nam quéc son ha. Muon hay khong,
ong That khong thé bac bd su gan bé hitu co gitta thi ph4dm nay véi truyén
thuyét Truong Hong, Truong Hat thé ky VI, trén vung vin héa Kinh Bic.
Chang 1& hai vi than “dao van” ctia mot ké hau thé sau minh hon.. 400 ndm?
Nguoc lai, 6ng That ciing chua/khong ching minh dugc cic huyén tich, truyén
thuyét dy dugc “xay dung” nén sau thoi Phap Thuan. Tac gia dan gian lay tho
clia ngudi hitu danh gin cho than u? Chua thiy “bang ching” xac dang. O chd
nay, du dodn cia PGS Bui Duy Tan c6 1& hop 1y hon: “bai tho (Nam qudc son
ha) xuat hién duéi mot hinh thidc nao dé tir thé ky VI thoi Ly Nam D& (hau hét
van ban bai tho con lai déu cé chit Nam dé cu & dong tho dau). Rai ci tiép tuc
luu truyén, nhap than vao truyén thuyét Truong Hong, Truong H4at. Pén doi tu
chii thi bai tho méi di diéu kién dé xuat hién nhu mot quoc thi chinh thong”.(1®
R6 rang, viéc Lé Manh That gan bai tho Nam qudc son ha v6i tac gia Quéc to
rat thira tu tin ma thiéu thuyét phuc - diu né c6 mot “doi song” kha dic biét, dé
“gan ghép” va chua phai da hét nhitng bi 4n, ma van héa can tiép tuc tim kiém.

Mat khéc, néu nhin theo géc do “nhan vat lich si” hay “t4c gia van hoc”
thi Phap Thuan chua bao gio 1a nhan vat/tdc gia c6 nhiéu géc khuat dén do
tac phdm cta 6ng chua dugc lam sing té hodc nham 1an vé6i ngudi khac. Gid
bat ky cuén “Tu dién nhan vat lich st Viet Nam”, “Tir dién vén hoc”, “Lich sl
Viét Nam” nao - dau 1a tinh gidn, so ludc - hay vao trang tim kiém Google trén
internet, doc gid déu c6 thé biét: D6 Phdp Thudn sinh nam 915, séng vao thoi
Lé Dqi Hanh, khong ré tén thdt va qué qudn; la mét nha su thugc thé heé thu
muoi dong thién Nam phuong. Ong cé kién thic uyén bdc, tai vdan tho, tich
cuc tham gia vao viéc khuong pho nha Tién Lé. Puong thoi, Phdp Thudn duoc
vua Lé Pai Hanh phong dén chiic Phdp su. Thé nhung, 6ng khéng nhdn moi
su phong thudng ctia triéu dinh. Vi thé, nha vua lai cang biét ddi, liic 6ng vao

* Theo PGS Bui Duy Tan, trong van ban chii Han, bai thg nay khéng co tén. Téng tdp van hoc
Viét Nam (tap 1) xuét ban nam 1980 dat tén bai thd la Quéc t6. Nguyén van: “Quéc td nhu
dang lac/Nam thién ly thai binh/Vé vi cu dién cac/Xd xu tlic dao binh”. Dich tho: “Van nudc
bén viing mai/Trdi Nam md thai binh/V6 vi trong dién gac/Chén chén hét dao binh” (Blui Duy
Téan dich). Theo hannom.org.vn. BBT.



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 2 (100).2013 119

chdu chi goi ho ma khéng goi tén (D6 Phap su). Cung véi nha su Khuéng Viét,
ong tung git nhiing céng viéc co vdn quan trong dudi triéu Tién Lé. Cé lan, éng
duoc cu di dén su gid Ly Gidc nha Tong. Tai ung déi ciia Phdp Thudn da dé
lai cho Ly Gide “néi kinh ngac ldn niém cém phuc”. Ong mdt nam Canh Dén
(990), nién hiéu Hung Thong thi hai, tho 76 tudi (tudi ta). Tdc phdm Db Phdp
Thudn hién con moét bai tho trd loi Lé Pai Hanh khi duoc héi vé van nude. Tdc
phdm chinh “Bb tat hiéu sam hoi van” cia 6ng da thdt truyén..

H3n 14 néu ong sang tac thi phdm Nam quéc son ha, lich st Viét Nam néi
chung, lich sit véin hoc dan toc néi riéng da tran trong ghi nhan, khong thé “bé
qua” hodc “lang quén”, khong dé cap t6i nhu ching ta timg biét? Ching phai
tac phdm clhia 6ng bi “th4t truyén” cling dugc nhic dén sao? Trén luong chir, Lé
tién sinh khong ban t6i kha niang hodc ching minh dugec Nam qudc son ha la
tdc phdm thudc Bé tdt hiéu sdm hoéi vdn ma 6ng hoic ngudi khac méi tim lai.
Va néi cho “hé&t nhé”, viec khong gin tén Phap Thuan hay Ly Thuong Kiét véi
bai tho Nam quéc son ha ciing ching d&nh huéng t6i vi tri cia hai 6ng trong thé
ky X - XI: mot nguoi tham gia “van tru k& sach” luc Lé Hoan sang nghiép, xay
nén dip méng cho su nghiép “danh Tong binh Chiém” rang rd; mot ngudi vo
cong hién hach ca ngan nam.

Cho du ngudi viét khong dong tinh véi tdc gid Lich su Phdt gido Viét
Nam (tap 2) - phan viét vé ngudi sang tdc bai tho Nam quéc son ha - nhung
phai thita nhan: Lé Manh That 1a hoc giad ua tim toi, khong chdp nhan nhiing
suy nghi, 161 tu duy va két luadn khoa hoc da dugc méc nhién thita nhan - 6ng
muoén nhin né theo huéng “dong” chi khong “tinh”, véi mot tinh than hoai
nghi cin thiét.. Cé diéu, trong trudng hop cu thé nay, khong hiéu sao, két qua
nghién ciu cua hoc gidi (GS Ha Van Tan, PGS Bui Duy Tan..) khong dugc 6ng
cdp nhdt hodc con mang tinh chi quan, khién kién gidi 6ng dua ra diing ma
khoéng méi (giai 4o cau chuyén Ly Thuong Kiét 1a tac gid Nam quéc son ha),
hodc méi lai khong dung (gianh “ban quyén” bai tho nay cho Phap Thuan).
That dang tiéc!

Cudi cung, ching toi khong hé do tuéng vé nhiing gi da dé cap. Hiéu biét
trén day la su ké thira cong stc, tAm huyét ctia nhiéu nha khoa hoc bac thay:
GS Ha Van Tan, PGS Bui Duy Tan - ciing nhu cdc bac thic gia kha kinh khac,
nguoi viet chi 1am cong viéc hé thong lai v6i théem doi chiat tim toi, mong doc
gia ¢6 mot cai nhin toan dién!
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TOM TAT

Nam quéc son ha la bai tha néi tiéng bac nhat trong kho tang van hoc dan téc. TU nham Ian

clia nha sl hoc Tran Trong Kim dau thé ky 20, rdt nhiéu hoc gia Viét Nam méc nhién thiia nhan
ddy la sang tac cua vo tuéng Ly Thudng Kiét. VGi nhiéu cong phu tim toi, nghién ctu, cac Giao
su Ha V&n Tan, Bui Duy Tan cé cd s& khéng dinh sy ngd nhan nay. Thé nhung gan day, Giao
su Lé Manh That lai mudn gén “ban quyén” bai thd Nam quéc son ha véi thién su Phap Thuan
(915-990) thdi vua Lé Pai Hanh chéng quan xam lugc Tong (981). Bai viét cla chuling toi khong
doéng tinh véi hudng nhan thiic nay bdi ngoai nhiing ly giai cdm tinh, chi quan cta Lé Manh That
thi cac nguén tu liéu con lai clia nudc ta sau hon mét nghin nam khéng cho thay tu cach tac gia
clia Phap Thuéan véi bai thd Nam quéc son ha; tham chi, bai tho 8y nhiéu kha nang ra dgi trude
thoi dai Phap Thuan.

ABSTRACT
IS PHAP THUAN THE AUTHOR OF THE POEM NAM QUOC SON HA?

Nam quéc son ha is one of the most famous poems in the national literature. Due to the
error of historian Tran Trong Kim in the beginning of the 20th century, many Vietnamese scholars
have automatically recognised that the poem was written by General Ly Thudng Kiét. As a
result of scientific research conducted in many years, Professors Ha Van Tan and Bui Duy Téan
have a firm basis to confirm that the author of Nam qudc son ha is not Ly Thudng Kiét. Recently,
Prof. L€ Manh That tended to attach the “authorship” of this work to Buddhist Zen Master Phap
Thuén (915-990) who lived during the resistance war against Chinese Song Dynasty during
the reign of King Lé Dai Hanh (according to Vietnamese Buddhist History, Volume 2, H6 Chi
Minh City Publishing House, 2001). As presented in the article, we do not have sympathy for
Professor Lé Manh That's views due to his impulsive and subjective explanations; moreover,
no historical documents existing after more than a thousand years could prove Phap Thuén’s
authorship over the poem Nam quéc son ha; meanwhile, the poem may be composed before
the times of Phap Thuén.



