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DANG TRONG THOI CHUA NGUYEN
Alexis Marie de Rochon
Nguyén Duy Chinh dich’

L&i ngudi dich

Tac gia Alexis Marie de Rochon sinh tai Brest (Finistére) ngay 21 thang 2 nam 1741, chét
tai Paris ngay mong 5 thang 4 nam 1817, dugc ghi nhan nhu mot thién van gia (astronome) va
cling 1a mot nha hang hai (navigateur). Nam 1765, 6ng dugc dé ¢ vao Hai hoc vién Hoang
gia Phap tai Brest va nam 1767, hoi vién clia Han lam vién Khoa hoc.

Phan chung t6i dich la ban tiéng Anh trich ti cuén A Voyage to Madagascar and the
East Indies do G. G. J. and J. Robinson, Paternoster-Row in tai London nam 1792, tu trang
381 dén trang 414 [dich ti nguyén ban tiéng Phap khong ndi rd 1a ban nao nhung mét 4n ban
khac in nam 1793 thi ghi la do Joseph Trapp dich]. Chdng t6i st dung ban tiéng Anh va doi
chiéu lai vai ban tiéng Phap nhan dé Voyage a Madagascar, a Maroc et aux Indes Orientales
[gbm 3 tap &n hanh tai nha in riéng cla Prault va Levrault, Paris nam 1801], phan miéu ta
vé Pang Trong (Cochinchine) & tap I, ti trang 289 dén trang 313.

Cho dén dau thé& ky thd X, mién B&c hién gid van con 1a mot bd phan cla Trung Hoa.
Chinh vi thé&, nhiing vién khach khi dat chan dén vung ban dado Béng Dudng - tic Indochine
sau nay - chi nh&c t6i mét viing dat nam & phia nam nudc Tau mac du 1anh thé ma ho miéu
t4 c6 thé la mot bd phan cla nuéce ta hém nay.

Cu theo cudn Thu muc vé nhiing chuyén du hanh dén DPéng Duong thudc Phap tu thé
ky tha IX dén thé ky XIX cla Antoine Brébion® thi ngay tu cudi thé ky thi IX da cé nhiéu
thuong nhan ti Trung Déng va Dja Trung Hai sang budn ban, ghi chép lai vé vung dat hién
nay la Cambodia va Nam Trung Viét. Trong sach v3 clia ngudi A Rap con nhic dén nhiing
tén Senf (Siampa), Komar (Khmer), Mondjah, Mabed, Moujah..., c6 khi thém ca ban dé va
hinh v&. Tuy nhién, nhiing chi ti€t trong cac tai liéu nay thudng viét chung chung, khéng phan
biét viing nao véi dan nao nén nhiing diéu dugc ghi nhan cé thé chi la nhiing diéu rat cuc bo.

Pén thdi Trung C8 ngudi ngoai quéc dat chan dén Pang Trong da kha dong va viéc ghi
chép vé viing Pong Nam A tuong d6i phong phu. Vi nhu cau budn ban, truyén gido va chinh
phuc thuéc dia, nhiing béo céo dé dugc s dung trong nhiing nghién ctiu dé soan thao ké
hoach. Chinh vi thé&, nhiing ky su nay ludn luén dugc dich ngay ra nhiéu thi ti€éng khac nhau,
cac chi tiét (cé khi khéng chinh xéac) cling dugc lap di lap lai trong nhiéu tai liéu.

S thé ky XVII, tuy Nam Ha da hoan toan thudéc quyén cai tri clla chua Nguyén (mac
dau phan 16n khu vuyc nii non van do nhiing tiéu vuong cai tri tuong déi doc 1ap), doi séng
va sinh hoat clia quan chung van theo nhiing tap quan dia phuong I&m khi rat khac biét vdi
ngay nay. Bang Trong la mét vuang quéc cé nhiéu hoat déng ngoai thuong vdi bén ngoai,
véi Trung Hoa, véi cac qudc gia Dong Nam A va ca vdi Nhat Ban. Vi vi tri dia Iy thuan tién
dé, viéc du nhap van hoéa ciing thuan tién hon nén cé thém mét s6 gido si téi giang dao va
tau budn Tay phuong cap bén.

California, Hoa Ky.
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Nhiing du khach dén nudc ta vi thé giéng nhu ngudi sd voi, mot phan vi ho chi & lai mét
thai gian ngén, phan khac ho chi biét qua vé mét vai dia phudng ho dat chan dén, nhiing chi
tiét khac thudng thu nhat qua thuong nhan hay nhiing nha truyén gido ma ho géap nén luén
ludn phai dugdc sang loc va thdm dinh mot cach ky ludng. Mot miéu ta chéng han “Dan ba
khéng kin dao 1am, & tran cho dén nlia than trén, va ho thudng tdm & noi cong céng, khong
khach sdo tru6c méat moi ngudi” hai la lung nhung déi chiéu véi mot sé tai liéu thi cé vé nhu
dan chang thgi do séng 1an 16n nhiéu sac tdc, mbi gidng dan mot khac. Chinh vi thé, mét mat
chuing ta c6 dugc nhiing hinh anh clia ngudi dan ba Nam Ha an mé&c kha giong ngay nay
trong mot s6 ky hoa ctia William Alexander khi 6ng theo phai doan Macartney sang Trung Hoa
(John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochinchina in the years of 1792 and 1793) [xem tap chi Nghién
clu va Phét trién s& 1 (54). 2006] hay cla John Crawfurd trong Journal of an Embassy from
the Governor-General of India to the Courts of Siam and Cochinchina (1828), mat khac ciing
tim thay nhiing hinh anh va miéu ta tuong déi cdi m& hon, khoang dat hon cé vé thude giéng
Nam A ma dén nay van con thdy  mdt s hai dao Thai Binh Duong.

Tuy miéu t& vé sinh hoat clia ngudi Viét chi 1a nhiing nhan xét hdi hot nhung téng két
nhiing diéu mét thdy tai nghe cla nhiéu giéi khac nhau, ching ta cling phan nao hinh dung
dudc xa hoi cach day ba thé ky.

Miéu ta vé Pang Trong

Vuong quoc Pang Trong® [Cochinchina] kéo dai khodng 150 dam®
[lieues], tir bac vi tuyén 11 dén bic vi tuyén 17. Phia bic gidp Pang Ngoai
[Tonquin], phia nam gidp Chiém [Ciampa] va Cam bot [Cambojal, phia dong
12 An Do Duong [thuc ra 1a Thai Binh Duong], con phia tay 1a vuong quéc
Lao cing mot giong ngudi man ro goi 1a Ké Moi [Kemouys]. Ving rong nhat
cua nudc nay khong qua 12 hay 15 dam [lieues].

Vuong qudc chia lam 11 tinh, phia béc c6 4 tinh 14 Dinh Nh4t [Dinheat],
Quang Binh [Quambing], Pinh Nhi [Dinhgnoe], va Hué€. Hué dugc goi 1a kinh
thanh, va kinh d6 ciing c¢6 cung cdi tén d6. Mién nam c6 7 tinh la Cham
[Quang Nam], Quang Nghia [Quangzhia], Qui Nhon [Quinhin], Phu Yén
[Fouyen], Phan Ri-Phan Rang [Fanriphanrang], Nanlang [?], va Bounay [?].
Tinh sau cung méi chinh phuc gin day ctia Cam bét.

Hué, tinh dep nh4t trong moi noi, 1a kinh thanh noi vua vuong quoc
Pang Trong §. Trong khoang 60 nam nay, tir khi Pang Trong va Pang Ngoai
phan cach, kinh thanh khong ¢6 mot dinh thu nao trang 1& hon cung dién
nha vua va mot s6 ngodi chua, phan con lai kién tric rat té hai. Kinh do6 nay
nam gan mot con sdong 16n va dep, truéc day rat sdu nén thuyén ché ning
c6 thé qua lai nhung nidm, sdu nam trudc bi mot tran lut 16n nén nhiéu céon
cat déng § clia song thanh thi hién nay chi thuyén nhé méi vao dugc.

Thanh phd Hué c6 nhitng song dao cit ngang theo kiéu Trung Hoa dé
c6 thé giao thong hay chuyén ché hang héa, va tién 1gi cho dan ching &
dong dic, khong chiu néi néng nuc mua hé nén thudng 1a phai tdm hai ba
1an mot ngay. Nha vua gitt mot dao quan tir 12 dén 15.000 ngudi phong ngu
cung dién, vira bao vé hoang gia, vira giit nuéc; va gan 300 chién thuyén ma
vao thoi chién dugc dung d€ di chuyén linh tir noi nay sang noi khéc, con
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thoi binh thi dé cho quéc vuong du ngoan vi chung ngai khong bao gio ra
khéi kinh thanh ma khéong di thuyén.

Nhitng thuyén ngu ma qudc vuong dung déu cuc dep, duge son son thép
vang, nhat 14 thuyén danh cho cung tan ma khi ngai di dau déu c6 mot so
theo hau. Tiéu vuong nay con nudi khodng 400 con voi chién va sé lugng voi
nay néi lén sic manh cta vuong qudc.

Triéu dinh Cochinchina theo ché& d9 quan chi. Quéc vuong 1a chi té cta
toan bo d4t nudc, ma ngai cai tri véi su phu ta cia bon phu chinh [minister],
hai nguoi goi la ta [n6i va ngoail, hai nguoi goi la hitu [n6i va ngoail. Nhiing
vién dai than nay cé quyén cit dit moi quan chic, van ciing nhu vo.

Mbi tinh dugc dat dudi quyén mot vién tran thd, chi huy ca quan doi
14n hanh chanh, tu phdp. Trong tinh Phan Ri - Phan Rang thi vién tran
thu duogc goi 1a phé vuong [?].¥) Quan d06i chia ra lam hai nganh: thay va luc
quan, mdi nganh lai chia thanh nhiéu doanh.

Quan tac vé [bdo vé vual bao gdbm nhiing nguvi thién chién nhat trong
vuong quéc, doi quan uu td nhat duge phan biét biang danh hiéu “kim dao”
[golden sabres]. Nguoi trong doi nay duge tuyén lua tir nhitng doi quan khéc,
da khée lai can truong, va do d6 ciing nhiéu uy quyén nhat. Quoc vuong dang
tai vi 1én ngoi ti nadm 1744, vi vua thi chin cai tri Pang Trong sau khi tach
ra khéi Pang Ngoai, 12 mot thanh nién 30 tudi, cao va dep.® Luc trude vua
chi c6 danh hiéu 1a chia nhung dén thang 4 nidm d6 ong 1én ngéi vua.®© S§
di 6ng ddm tién hanh budc nay chinh vi mién Bic sau 6 nim loan lac da
suy sup rat nhiéu. Cho dén lic d6, dng van phai chiu nhan danh hiéu chda,
e ngai ring c6 thé bi Pang Ngoai tan cong vi vua [Lé] van dugc coi nhu la
vua cua cd Nam Ha.

Thué& ma

Quoc vuong Nam Ha c6 rat nhiéu vang va tién cta, thuong chat day
may kho. S& di nha vua giau c6 nhu thé vi than dan déng thué tir khi 19 tudi
dén liac 50. Thué than nhiéu hay it tuy theo siic khée va tinh trang [kinh té]
clia ting ngudi. C ba ndm mot 14n, vién tran thi cda mdi tinh 1ap mot s6
bo liét ké t4t cd moi ngudi da da tudi chiu thué theo luat dinh.

Dé ong ta c6 thé lam duge viéc nay, cdc xa truéng can than lap mot
danh sach, dem mot ban sao 1én trinh cho vién tran thad, 6ng nay sé hen mot
ngay dé tat cd nhiing ai c6 tén sé phai trinh dién. Nhitng ngudi dé sé phai
c6i hé&t quan 4o tir dau dén chan, vién quan sé cho linh kham xét, ngudi nao
vam v& can doi, ngudi ndo lam viéc duge, thi phai danh thué cao hon nhiing
ngudi khac yéu dudi hay kém sitc khée khé cé thé sinh nhai.

Thué& d6 sé duge nap vao trong kho ciia nha vua duge dung dé tra cho
mdi nguvi [quan lai] tuy theo stic manh hay nhiém vu, hodc bing vang, tién
hay gao. Mbi niam, vao thang bay, tién thué cia cac tinh dugc chuyén ché vé
triéu rat 1a ram ro, long trong. Vao dip d6 sé& c6 1& hoi ¢ kinh d6 trong mot
thang, dan ching #n choi, d6t phdo bong va du cac loai tro vui khac.
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Tu cach va phong tuc

Nguoi dan Nam Ha can truong, linh hoat va cham chi hon nguoi An bo.
Ho yéu chudng su that, va néu biét d6 1a chan 1y thi luén ludn gan bé véi né.
Tuy ho ngheo nan va dot nat nhung hét sic 1& do v6i nhau va véi nguoi la.
Ho coi trong ngudi Trung Hoa, vi ho hoc chit Han, goi Trung Quéc 1a “nha dai
Minh” [Moedaiminh] tiic vuong qudc anh sang. K& tir khi cac nha truyén gido
dén séng chung thi xem ra ho lai nguéng mo ngudi Au chau. Nha vua, hon ai
hét, rat thich ho [gido si Tay phuong] va khuyén khich ngudi Au dén céc cia
bién thuong xuyén hon dé c6 dip budn ban. Ngudi Nam Ha rat thich phu ni,
tuc da thé dugc chap nhan. Mot ngudi dan 6ng thudng c6 nhiéu vg mién 1a c6
thé nudi ndi, luat phap cho ho nhiéu quyén hanh, véi vg cling nhu véi con cai.

Dan ba pham t0i ngoai tinh bi két an cho voi dit giay xéo. Dan ba khong
kin ddo 1am, & tran cho dén ntia than trén, va ho thuong tim & noi cong cong,
khong khach sdo truéc mat moi ngudi. Vé hinh déng, ngudi Pang Trong trong
rat giong nguoi Tau, chi khac 1a da sAm hon: dan ba rat dep va sang lang. Quan
40 ho méc cling tuong tu nhu nguti Trung Hoa trude khi bi ngusi Man Thanh
xam chiém. Cac quan lai c6 hoc § Nam Ha thi an méc theo 16i Nhat [?].” Ho
dé toc dai va coi la rat quy, nhat 1a dan ba, mot s6 ngudi dé téc dén tan dat.

Ton giao

Ton gido ¢ x nay tuong tu nhu ¢ Trung Hoa. Dan ching thuong xay chua
dé tho Phat [Fo-hi] va Chaa [Tchoual, c4c quan lai c6 hoc thi dén dén Khong
T, 14 bac thay cia ho giong nhu nguoi Trung Hoa. Hién nay thi dao Thién
Chua dugce tu do nén da dat dugc nhiéu tién trién. Mot s6 6ng hoang va quan
nhat ph4m triéu dinh 14 tin d6 Gia T6 gido. Ching to6i ghi nhan khodng chiing
60.000 ngudi trong vuong quoc nay da theo dao Gia To.

Van hoc

Viéc hoc ctia ngudi Pang Trong chi bao gom viéc c6 thé doc sach chit Han
va thu thap nhiing kién thic luan 1y ma sach dé cap [néi vé Tu thu, Ngii kinh
va cdc sach chit HaAn ma si tif phai hoc]. Pay chinh 1 kién thic dt dé cho ho
c6 thé lam quan.

Gb6 va ring

Pang Trong 1a mot day nui dai, gitia cac ngon nui la cac thung liing va
dong bang duogc canh tac k¥ luong. Cao nguyén bd méc cho hd, voi va céc loai
da thd. Nhitng ngon nui, tuy khong ai trong cdy gi nhung diy ring cay va
gd & day rat nhiéu tién ich. Ngudi Pang Trong 14y trong riing nao gd hong
(rosewood), gb mun, gb lim, gb tau, qué, tram huong néi chung 1a moi thd gb
ding lam nha, déng thuyén, ban gh& nhu & An Do cung céc loai gb dé 1ay
huong liéu, nhua... Mot s6 dan dia phuong con cho t6i biét ho ciing kiém dugc
ca dinh huong trén nui ¢ day.
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Mo vang

Ngudi Pang Trong 14y trong nii nhiéu san phdm khéc, chang han nhu
mat ong, sap, may va nhua vé. Ho ciling tim dugc nga voi va vang vdi so luong
16n. Cac mé vang thi rat nhiéu, mé dang ké nhat 1a ¢ tinh Cham [tic Quang
Nam], toa lac tai Phunrae (?), noi ¢6 thanh dudng clia céc nha truyén gido
ngudi Phap va mot s6 dong ddo con chién. Pia diém nay cach Faifo chiing
8 déam. Nhitng mé ndi tiéng khac ¢ tinh Nanlang (Nha Trang?). T4t c4 moi
ngudi, ké cd ngudi ngoai quoc, déu duge phép khai thac mé, va néu nhu dan
dia phuong chiu khé dao chic 1a nhiéu vang l1dm nhung lai chang cé may
nguoi thich cach lao dong nay, con nhiing ngudi dao mé thi lai ching biét
chit gi vé k§ thuat khai thac khoang san.

Ho khong bao gid dao sau hon chiéu cao cia mot ngudi dan o6ng. Tai
noi ma toi duge ching kién ho lam viéc c¢6 nhitng manh vang rong, hoan
toan tach roi khéi nhitng chat tap, ning dén 2 onces [hon 60 grams] van
thudng kiém thay. Vang & day, bao gdm bui vang va manh vun dugc nau
thanh tung banh dem ra cho ban nhu nhiing loai hang héa khac. Theo gia
cta nguoi Trung Hoa thi khodang chiing 130 quan nhung ciing ¢6 khi chi ban
v6i gia 117 quan.

Ngoai ra con c6 nhiéu mé sit, § x& nay ban rat ré, ciing tim thaiy trén
cac ngon ndi.

Cac san pham khac cia xd& nay

b4t ¢ Pang Trong, khi da khai khan rdi thi cuc ky mau md, mdi nam
dan ching thu hoach hai vu lda, ban v6i gia ré mat gan nhu cho khong. X
nay ciing c6 du céac loai trai cay nhu § An P9, chdng han nhu dda (thom),
xoai, chanh, cam va nhiéu loai la lung khac. Ngoai ra con c6 rat nhiéu tiéu,
trau va cau. Cau, § mot vai tinh 14 nguoén lgi chinh cia dan ching, mot so
16n ban cho ngudi Trung Hoa dén dé thu mua. X nay ciing rdt nhiéu bong
soi nhung ho chua biét cach dét thanh cac loai vai tot. Ho ciing trong dau
dé nuoi tam, dét duge nhiing loai vai tho, nhung chua lam dugc vai min. Lua
song ¢ day ban véi gia rat dit: mot thude cia Pang Trong vao khodng 200
quan. Con dudng clia Pang Trong phai néi 1a loai t6t nhat ¢ An Po va riéng
mén hang nay da dem lai nhitng mén tién khéng 16 tir cac thuong nhan Trung
Hoa, budon hang tir Faifo sang Quang Chau (Canton) va Nhat Ban, noi day
ho ban dugc véi gid it ra 1a gdp bon lan.

Loai t6t nhat ban véi gia 4 quan mot thuéc® [Pang Trong]. Nhitng thi
d6 hau hét san xuat tai tinh Cham, gin Faifo. Ngudi Pang Trong cit cay mia
truée khi né duge ba tudi, sau dé6 moéi nam thu hoach mét 1an vao mua thu.

Khong tim th&y nhiing coc loai ching ta trong tai Au chau ¢ Pang Trong,
ngoai trit ngd [bap] hay ngdé Thé Nhi Ky [Turkey corn]. Ho ciing khong trong
lda mi, lda mach, tiéu mach va ngay ca dau. Phai néi rang s6 lugng rau cd
diung cho thuc phdm trong trong vuon cia ching ta rat it thay, cé 1& bdi vi
dan ¢ day khong gidi vé lam vuon.
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Nong nghiép

Ngudi Pang Trong chi ding trau dé canh tac dat dai. Giong vat nay khoe
hon bo va thich hgp véi bun 14y trong nhiing rudng lda. Ho ciing ¢6 rat nhiéu
bo nhung nhé hon, manh khanh va chang ding lam gi cd. Ho khong nudi cliu
va céc gian hang ban thit c¢6 rat it thuc phAm. Dé bu lai chd thidu d6, ho nudi
rat nhiéu gia cam: ga, vit, bod cau ban véi gia ré, con thit rimg thi day ray.

Dan & day khong &n c4, méc dau c6 rat nhiéu c4 ngon & séng ciing nhu
¢ bién (?).

Thuong mai

Vé phuong dién thuong mai clia xt nay thi ching ta c6 thé thay rang
nguoi dan Pang Trong khong giau ma cling khong quen vdi viéc buén ban.
Viéc ngoai thuong duong nhu khong cé, ngoai trur v6i nguoi Trung Hoa va
nguoi Nhat Ban nhung nguoi Nhat thi tiu 25 nam trude ciing khéong con buén
ban ¢ diy nita vi 1anh chia nude ho cAm dan ching ra nude ngoai. Viée cAm
doan d6 ¢ Pang Trong cing 4p dung thanh thi nguoi ddn Nam Ha danh
phai chdp nhan nhiing gi ma ngudi Trung Hoa dem dén ban cho ho thoi.

Nguoi Pang Trong khong lanh 1oi duge nhu ngudi Tau va vi thé nguoi
Trung Hoa dé dang 14n luét dan ban xi¢. Nhitng mat hang nguoi Trung Hoa
dem dén ban thudng 1a kém [tutenag], cac loai dong thau, d6, tring, vang,
tra, db sd, cac hang vai théu, thuéc bic di loai. Nguvi Trung Hoa ciing ban
nhiéu gidy ban dung dé€ téng tdng ngudi chét, cdc loai hang ma, gidy mau
dung cho chua chién va cing té&, cac loai mau, son va vai day. Sommes, mot
loai thuong thuyén Trung Hoa, dén tirt Hoa Nam [Honang] chat day cac loai
do dat nung va doé nha bép ban rat chay va duge gid. Nhilng thuyén budn
nay di ti bo bién phia dong cla Trung Hoa, hay tir Ha Mén [Emouy], hay
Ninh Ba [Ning-po], cling c6 khi dem c4d hang Nhat Ban ma ho bén lai rat
c6 16i, nhat 1a déng va ludi kiém. Céc thuong thuyén dén ti bo bién Cam
b6t [Camboja] hay Xiém mang theo dong da ché bién, thudc, dau khau, da...

Hang héa ma nguoi Trung Hoa mua lai cia Pang Trong gém c6 vang,
nga voi, gb quy, duong, cau, gb déng ti, xa huong, tiéu, ca kho, t6 yén va céc
loai dugc thdo ma ho kiém dugc trén ndi chang han nhu té gidc, ky nam...
Nguoi Tau ché theo thuyén vé nuéc vang, dudng va ngua, gidng vat nay ban
rat ré § Pang Trong.

Phuong thic budon ban cia ngusi Trung Hoa nhu sau:

Ngay khi ngudi trong hai cadng trong thay thuyén buén cia Trung Hoa,
ho sé& cho ngudi ra huéng dan vao. Nhitng kham sai nay déu la quan dugc
lénh luon ludn tic truc dé gitp d& ngudi ngoai qudc. Sau khi thuyén da neo
lai, ngudi cha tau cung véi mot sd dong bon sé 1én bo va trinh 1én cho triéu
dinh mot danh s4ch cdc hang héa, va nhiing 1& vat dang lén vua. O day c6
tuc 1é riang moi dich vu va khé& u6c déu mé dau va két thic bang 1& vat va
viéc mang theo nhiing qua cap dugce vua chia ua thich cuc ky quan trong.
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Néu nha vua hai long, ngai c6 thé mién thué neo tau, 1a mot sic thué dang
ké, cao hay thap tuy theo hang héa chat trén thuyén.

Nguoi Trung Hoa déng thué 10% dua theo luat thué cii theo gid cia moi
san phdm nhap cang vao xdi nay. Sau khi ti triéu quay vé, vién chi tau sé
dé hang xuéng, mang vao mot kho chia, noi day sé c6 quan dén xem xét va
dinh muc thué, xem c6 gi khéac la, va c6 nhitng mén gi nha vua va cdc quan
dai than ua thich khong.

Vién quan thué vu sé dua ra mot danh sach nhiing gi ho [vua va dai
than] muén mua va néu trong s6 mat hang c6 nhitng mén nim trong danh
sach d6 thi sé dugc dé riéng, thuong lugng gid ca va ngudvi chi tau phai chap
nhan rang ho s& nhan dugc tién trong khodng hai, ba thang téi.

Trude khi vién quan tuan ty dén xem, ngudi chd tau khong duge quyén
ban bat ¢t mén gi, y cling phai that chinh x4c va khong dugc bé s6t mdt mén
nao trong danh sach trinh 1én nha vua. Néu vién quan tuan nay tim thay
mot mén khong dé cap dén trong danh sach thi hau qua sé rat 1a tai hai.

Vién chid tau duong nhién phdi biéu vién quan va vién chianh kham
sai mot s6 qua vi ho la nhiing ngudi quyén thé & Pang Trong, dugc goi dudi
tén Ong Lai By Tau [Onlaibotao]. Nguoi Trung Hoa ciing ban cac hang héa
nay cho mot s6 quan lai, ho sdn sang tré thanh 14i budén dé mua véi gia ré
nhilng mén quy gid nhat. P6i véi nhitng mén hang it quan trong thi lai c6
dan ba, von di quen véi viéc thuong mai, méi ngudi mua mot sé hang dé
kiém chat 161 phu vao gia dinh. Mot thuyén truéng Au chau dén xi nay sé
dé dang kiém ra nhitng nha budn theo dao Thién Chua giau cé gitp dd ho.

Tién va gia tri cia vang bac

Hang héa & Pang Trong tra bing vang hay bac nhung théng thudng
hon 14 bang tién déng, loai tién duy nhat dung trong xd nay. Tién dé xau
thanh ting chudi nhu kiéu ngudi Trung Hoa, mdi chudi gom sdu tram dong
tuong duong v6i mot quan. Mot quan chia ra thanh muoi tién, mbi tién la
sau muoi dong [kém]. Nguoi Dang Trong khong phan chia thanh s6 18 dudi
gia tri mot tién. Du6i quan 1a dong, trén quan 1a trit (chue), mdi trir 12 mudi
quan hay sdu nghin déng. Mot quan - tiic mot lugng (tael) cia Pang Trong
chi c6 sau dong can (mass) ctia Trung Hoa trong khi mot dong can cia Trung
Hoa chi bing 1/10 clia lugng. Thanh ra mot lugng Trung Hoa tinh ra bing
mot quan, sdu tién va bén muoi dong Nam Ha.

Vang bac ciing 1a hang héa nhung c6 gid c6 dinh, ré hay dit 1a tuy theo
s6 lugng hang nim ngudi Trung Hoa mang theo. Dan ching Pang Trong
khong quen thudc véi gid tri cia dong bac (piastre) ciia ching ta. Ho nau
chdy thanh ting banh, mdi mot dinh nhu vay 12 muvi 14m dong, truéc kia
van tuong duong véi khodang hai muoi hai, hai muoi ba quan nhung hién thoi
thi chi bang muoi bay dén hai chuc quan.

Mang theo dong bac nay dén Pang Trong, ngudi Trung Hoa kiém 1&i
béng cach ma ¢ trong nuéc ho khong c6 duge vi noi day [tai Trung Hoa] mot
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dong piastre chi dang gid khong qua 700 déng kém, thé nhung sang dén
Dang Trong thi mot piastre tuong duong véi it ra la 800 dong.

Thanh ra, nhiéu khi ho mang theo bac thay vi hang héa, hang c6 thé
khé tiéu thu va 1dm khi khong dugc 16i gi cd vi tién 15i khong tuy thuodc
nhiéu vao hang ho dem vao Pang Trong ma & hang ho mua ra. Gid vang lén
xudng cling trong cung mot cach 4y, nghia 1a tuy thudc vao s6 lugng ngudi
mua. Vao thoi diém ma tau budn (sommes) Trung Hoa dén, vang mua & chg
khong du6i mot tram ba muoi quan, dén lic ho sdp di, vang lén dén mudc
mot tram nam muoi quan. Thé nhung néu mua vang vao mua dong, tic la
gitta dau thang 6 [?] va cudi nadm Am lich [lich cia ngudi Pang Trong], thoi
gian tuong Gng véi thang 10, 11, va 12 cho dén thang 3 ndm sau, gia vang
c6 thé mua dugc v6i khodng 110, hay c6 khi chi 100 quan. Nhiing ai quen
thudc v6i xtd nay c6 thé c6 cach mua véi gid con thap hon thé niia.

Hé thong can do

Thuéc do cta nguvi Pang Trong, dé mua va ban, dai khodng chiing 2
pieds de roi® clia Phap. Mot thuéc (thiae) nhu thé ngin hon mot nira aune?
chiing 1/2 pouce,'? va dai hon 1 cove cua Tau 49 6 pontes 4 condorins.*?
Ngoai ra ho khong c6 d6 do ludng nao khac ngoai d6 dé dong gao ma ngudi
ngheéo thuong dung. Mot ddu vao khodng sdu can [livre] Pang Trong. Mot
can cua ho nang hon cin cua chiang ta chiing 14 onces, hon cian Tau chiung
10 onces, ma mot cdn Tau tuong duong véi 20 onces ctia Phap. Do dé6 mot
can Pang Trong tuong duong vdi 30 onces Phap.t®

Tai qudc gia nay, c6 mot s6 hang héa, chang han nhu nga voi hay tram
huong bi cdm, va chi ¢6 nha vua méi c6 quyén ban ma théi. Mudén mua hai
moén nay thi phdi mua c@a triéu dinh con nhu mua cla ngudi ngoai thi c6
nguy co bi tritng tri. T4t cd moi loai hang héa, dit mua cta triéu dinh hay cta
dan da ciing dugc mién thué. Khach thuong vi thé c6 thé mang trén thuyén
khi nao va cach nao ciing duoc.

Hai cang

Cé6 vai hai cang 6 Pang Trong, clia bién dang ké nhat 1a noi ma dan &
dé goi 1a Hoi An (Hoyan), con nguoi Bo Dao Nha thi goi 1a Faifo. Clia bién
d6 ¢ tinh Cham [Quang Nam], vi tuyén 16, cach cung vua vai ngay duong.
Ctia bién nay c6 nuéc kha sau, tau be c6 thé bd neo rat an toan. Noi day rat
thuan tién cho khéach thuong vi thuyén cé thé dau gan cic nha kho. Loi vao
14 mot ctia song rong chay tir Lao xuéng, chdy ngang tinh Cham rat thuan
tién. Faifo 1a noi budn bdn thinh vugng nhat Pang Trong, noi day c6 chiing
sau nghin nguoi Trung Hoa, 12 nhitng con budn giau cé nhat, ciing lap gia
dinh tai day va quy thuan nha chaa.

0 day c6 hai gido duong, mot nha tho cla ngudi Jesuits Bé6 Pao Nha,
mot cua ngudi Franciscans Tay Ban Nha. Vién tran thd tinh nay ¢ mot noi
cach chiing modt dim, tai mdt ving tén l1a Reta [?], ndm trén bd song 1a noi
ma nhiing nha truyén gido ngudi Phap c6 mot nha thy. Thuong nhan dén
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Faifo luon luén kiém dugc nha kho dé& muén, kho hang 16n nhat gia vao
khoang 100 piastres cho mot vu buon.

Trong tinh Qui nhon (Quinhin) ¢6 mot ciia bién khac tén 1a Nuéec Mian
(Nuoeman), c6 nghia 1a Viing Nu6c Mudi. Ciia bién nay an toan, nhiéu tau
budn ra vao nhung khong d6ng nhu ¢ Faifo. Noi d6 ciing khong thuin tién
bang vi cach hoang cung vai ngay, noi ma thuyén truéng ci phai ra vao luon.
Tuy nhién, ctia bién nay ciing thuan tién cho tau nao muén mua lua hay cau
vi day 1a hai sdn phdm c6 & tinh nay.

Ngoai ra ciing con mot vai clta bién nhé khac, nhat 1a § Nanlang [Nha
Trang (?)] nhung khong dudc an toan hay da sau dé cho tau 16n vao dugec.
Nguoi Trung Hoa khong ai dén cac hai cdng nay vi 18 § xa triéu dinh.

Thuong vu ngudi Au chau c¢é6 thé thuc hién & Pang Trong

N6i vé cac dich vu thuong mai ma nguoi Au chau c6 thé tién hanh ¢ Pang
Trong thi t6t nhat 14 xem lai cdc s6 lidu ci, cac loaj hang nao c6 thé dem béan
¢ day, du 1a d€ mang sang Trung Hoa va bd bién An Do hay ngay ca sang Au
chau. Tuy gép nhiéu khé khan nhung nhitng hang héa van dugc mang dén. Vé
nhiing hang héa nay, nhiing nhan dinh sau day c6 thé hiiu ich.

Ngudi dan Pang Trong rat chuong nhiing hang héa mang tir Au chau.
Nhiéu mén & Phap chang gia tri bao nhiéu lai duge dan ban xi danh gia cao,
chang han nhu do choi, d6 thiy tinh, nhiing hang 14t vat, nhat 1a ¢6 mau dé
thi s& ban rat chay ¢ Pang Trong. T4t ci céc loai vii khi ché& tao ¢ Au chau,
nh4t 12 1udi kiém lam theo kiéu clia quoc gia nay [tic Pang Trong], c4c loai
nii trang, tif kim cuong dén pha 1é thuong, déu duge nha chia va cdc dai than
mua véi gid cao. Nhiing quan lai thudng mua dé vang hay bac, va thuong
ban mot 16i mot, nhung ciing diing nén mang nhiéu cac loai sdn phdm nay.
Doéng ciing c6 thé ban duge 6 Pang Trong it nhat cling 4 quan mot thuéec Tau
(?), theo y toi nhu thé ciing ¢6 16i. Luu huynh (sulfur) cling ban dudc véi gia
cao nén ciing c6 thé mang theo va canh ki na 1a mot tha ngu’o’l bang Trong
rat quen thudc, sam Gia Na Pai, céc loai duge thao va thude ciia Au chau.

Chung ta cling c¢6 nhiéu san pham khéc cta Phéap, qua dit d6i v6i dan
¢ day nhung dem mot s6 lugng nhdé thi ban rat c6 16i, chdng han nhu lua
Lyons c6 théu bang chi vang hay bac ma ngudi Pang Trong ding dé may
tai dung trau va thudc hat vi ho rat thich cé duge vai cai tai trang tri sic
s6. Ciing c¢6 thé mang dén Pang Trong mot s vai dd, cdc loai tham gia theo
kiéu Ba Tu va mot it vai do Anh qudc san xuat. Vé phan do6 choi, diing quén
mang mot s6 vong deo tay va hoa tai bing vang gia.

C6 rat nhiéu thi khac c6 thé dem dén budn bdn & xi nay; nhung nhiing
ai c6 kinh nghiém thi s& biét ngay loai hang nao dugc ua chudong nhat. Néu
nhu ngudi T4y phuong mang vai chiéc thuyén chd day cac vat dung ho sé
biét ngay loai hang héa nao thich hgp véi thi truong Nam Ha.

Néu nhu thuong nhan Au chau dong thuyén dén Pang Trong thi ho
phadi - nhu toi chiing kién - dem mot s6 qua biéu nha vua, néu khong tau budn
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cia ho sé& bi bac dai. Qua biéu lam quéc vuong & day vui long nhat thuong
1a guong soi, dong ho, nit trang, lua théu, do pha 1&, cac loai kinh quang hoc
chang han nhu vién vong kinh, dén, éng..., nhitng d may méc tinh xao, dan,
thdm théu... Nhiing loai hang nay hoang gia Nam Ha ua chudng 1dm vi nha
vua rat td md va c6 6¢ thudng ngoan cao. Ngai rat thich dé do Au chau ché&
tao va chugng nhitng mén dé giai tri.

Qua biéu cac quan thi ciing cung loai nhung gia tri it hon va phai phan
phoi cho thich ddng véi phdm tude va cdc quan cung dang trat phai dugc qua
ngang nhau néu khong sé gay ra hiém thu rat nguy hiém.

Ngoai nhiing lgi ich ma cac thudc dia ctia Phép c6 thé c6 dugc khi budn
ban v6i Pang Trong, ching ta cling c6 thé mua hang tit day dem sang bdn &
cac vung duyén hai An Do hay Trung Hoa, vi nhiing ai quen thudc véi nhu
cau clia thudc dia c6 thé kiém th4y nhiing loai hang can thiét ma lai déi dao,
c6 gia va thich dang hon. Ho ciing c¢6 thé muén ngudi 1am trong cdc nha may
duong hay to lua, lam thg moc va cac loai nhan cong khac. Viéc nay la mot
van dé cuc ky quan trong dang quan tam.

Trong miéu td ngin ngli nay to6i khong ddm néi 1a da hiéu day da veé
xit Pang Trong. T6i mong ring da néi lu6t qua duge nhiing gi quan trong
nh4t can dé cap d&é nhan manh ring viéc thiét lap giao thuong véi xit Pang
Trong xa x6i nay 12 mot diéu thiét thuc.

NDC

CHU THICH

(1) Bibliographie des Voyages dans L’Indochine Frangaise du IX® au XIX¢ Siecle, do Lenox
Hill Pub. & Dist. Co, New York &n hanh nadm 1910 va dudc Burt Franklin, New York in lai
theo dang chup &nh nam 1970.

(2) Nguyén tac Cochinchina la tén ngusi Au chau goi viing Pang Trong clia nuéc ta. Tuy

nhién trong sach v& chii nay c6 thé dugc dung dé chi nhiéu khu vuc khac nhau, c6 khi
chi han hep noéi vé dat Nam Ky, cé khi dé chi mét vuong qudc dudi quyén cai tri cla
chtia Nguyén, cé khi lai chi c& nudc Viét Nam. Theo nhiéu tac gid Cochinchina cé thé
bt nguén tu nudc “Giao Ch?”, tén cli clia nuéc ta ddi Han. Dén thé ky XVI, khi thuang
nhan ngudi Nhat dén Hoi An (Faifo) va Clia Han (Ba Nang) thi ho goi ngudi dan ban xu
la “Coci”. Ngudi B6 Dao Nha ciing theo chan vao budn ban, goi ngudi dan la Cochi hay
Cochin. D& khdi nham véi dat Cochin & An Do, ho thém chii “Cina” dé cho biét day la xu
Cochin & gan Trung Hoa va thanh Cochinchina.
Trong sach vé&, tén nay dudc ghi véi nhiéu cach khac nhau nhu Cochimchina,
Chochimchina, Cocinchine, Caucicina, Cauchichina, Cauchj China, Cauchinchina,
Coccincina, Concincina, Cauchenchina, Cachenchina, Cocamchina, Canchimchyna,
Quachymchyna, Quamcymchyna, Eochijchina... V& tiéng Viét, ngoai ti Dang Trong,
chuing ta con goi la X Quang, X& Nam, Nam Ha, Mién Nam... Nhiing chi tiét nay ching
toi dua theo Peter C. Phan, Mission and Catechesis: Alexandre de Rhodes & Inculturation
in Seventeenth-Century Vietnam, New York: Orbis Books, 2005, tr. 7, chu thich 5.

(3) Nguyén tac ti€éng Phap la lieue. Vao gilia thé ky XVIII, 1 dam Phap cé do dai linh déng tay
theo tén goi c6 thé ngan [lieue de Beauce, 3.291m] hay dai [lieue de Gastogne, 5.846m]...
nén khong rd tac gid dung don vi nao. C6 18 Rochon dlng 1a lieue de Paris, khi 8y dugc
coi nhu tiéu chuén, dai 3.932m.
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(4) C6 thé la Téng déc va dich ra ti€ng Anh 1a Viceroy.

(5) Day la chua Nguyén Phuc Khoat (1738-1765). Tac gid nham, chia Nguyén Phuc Khoat
la vi chda tha 8. Chi tiét nay cho biét thdi diém tac gia dén Bang Trong.

(6) Pai Nam thuc luc [quyén X] chép réng: Gidp Ty, nam thu 6 [1744], mua ha, thang 4. B4y
gio ¢6 diém tét cdy sung nd hoa, bdy t6i la bon Nguyén Pang Thinh ddng biéu xin chua
Ién ngdi vuong... Chua nhin nhudng khéng chiu nhan. B4y téi hai ba Ian nai xin, chia mdi
theo. Ngay Canh Tuét, duc &n quéc vuong... Ngay Ky Mui, chda 1én ngéi vua & phd chinh
Phu Xuan... .

(7) Cé l& vithdy quan lai Dang Trong méac 4o thung, réng tay nén ngudi Au chau tudng réng
an mac theo ki€u Nhat.

(8) Cau nay hai toi nghia, theo nguyén tac “...Le sucre le plus beau se vend 4 quans le pied
Cochinchinois; il se phait presque tout dans la province de Cham, prés de Faiso...” (ban
Phap van tr. 300), va *...The Cochinchinefe fugar is undoubtedly the fineft in India, and
this article alone brings immenfe fums from the Chinefe merchants, who carry cargoes of
it from Faifo to Canton and Japan, where they gain at leaft four hundred per cent by it.
The beft is fold for four quans the Cochinchinefe foot...” [Tiéng Anh vao thé ky 17, 18 tr&
vé trudc chii s viét thanh chii f trong cac van ban - NDC] (ban t|eng Anh tr. 300). Budng
sao lai ban theo thudc [pied hay foot] la thé nao? Cé I tac gia mudn noi dén mét ta la
100 can [khoang 60kg] chang?

(9) Bon vido cta Phap hoi thé ky XVIII, 1 pied de roi dai 324,84mm, hay 12 pouces =1.728
lignes, con goi la pied de Paris, dai hon 1 foot [304,8mm] clia ngudi Anh mot chdt.
(10)Mét aune, don vi do clia Phap thi do6 1a 1.188,45mm. Nhu vay mot thudce ta khoang gan

0,6m.

(11)Don vi do ctia Phap, chuing 2,7cm. Vi khong biét chinh xac cac don vi do ludng Rochon
dung, ching ta chi cé thé udc tinh mot cach téng quat.

(12)Dgi Thanh, mot thude [N - xich] dung trong xay cat dai 32cm, do rudng dai 34,5cm,
do quén 4o dai 35,5cm (Thugng Hai: Trung Quéc lich si dai tu dién, quyén ha, 2000,
tr. 3.459). Khong biét tac gia co st dung nhiing sé liéu nay hay khéong?

(13)1 once clhia Phap khi dé la 30,6 grams, nhu vay 1 can Dang Trong vao khoang 918 grams
(30,6 x 30). Mot livre (can Phap) la 16 onces, khoang 490 grams (30,6 x 16). M6t can
Tau vao khoang 612 grams (30,6 x 20).

TOM TAT

Vao thé ky XVII, khi ngudi Au chau di tim cac vung dat la d& mua nguyén liéu va ban
san pham, ho thdy Dang Trong 1a mét khu vic cé nhiéu tiém nang. Day la tudng thuat cla
mét hoc giad ngudi Phap khi dén nuéc ta [duéi triéu chiia Nguyé&n Phuc Khoat], véi nhiing ghi
nhan vé sinh hoat quan s, chinh tri, xa hoi va nhan van cia Nam Ha. Nhiing diéu mat thay
tai nghe cla nhiing ngudi di tién phong dén Béng Nam A da trd thanh tai liéu can ban cho
viéc hoach dinh nhiing chi truong vé thuang mai va ngoai giao & nhiing thdi ky ké tiép. Tuy
chi la mét bao cao gian lugc - va c6 nhiéu diéu khong chinh xac - nhung ciing noi Ién dudc
tam quan trong ctia Dang Trong trong muc tiéu banh truéng ctia cac quéc gia tu ban.

ABSTRACT

THE COCHINCHINA OF THE NGUYEN LORDS’ PERIOD
In the 17th century, while Europeans travelled about to search for unknown land for
their purchase of production material and sales of their output, they found that the then
Cochinchina possessed great potential... This realization is embodied in a report written
by a French scholar when he visited our nation [in the time of Lord Nguyén Phuc Khoat's
reign], with his notices on military, political, social and cultural activities of the South. The
foreign pioneers’ first-hand knowledge of Southeast Asia became the fundamental guideline
for the planning of commercial and diplomatic policies in the years to follow. Though it is
only a concise report (and many details are not exact) it gets to bring out the important role
Cochinchina might play in the expansionist objectives of the capital nations.



