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PAT NUGC - NHAN VAT

TIM HIEU VE HE THONG SONG VAM CO
Lé Cong Lyy*
1. Giéi thiéu chung vé hé thong song Vam Cé

Theo mot s6 tai liéu® thi song Vam Cé do hai nhénh 12 song Vam Co
Dong va song Vam C6 Tay hgp thanh. C& hai con séng Vam C6 Dong va
Vam C6 Tay deu “bat nguon” tir Campuchia.

Song Vam Cé Pong chay vao nuée ta qua tinh Tay Ninh roi dén cac
huyén Dic Hoa, Pic Hué, Bén Liic, Tan Tru, Can Pudc cha tinh Long An.
Song c6 chiéu dai 270km, riéng doan chdy trén dat Long An dai 140km,
rong trung binh 170m, chay theo huéng tay bic - dong nam, noi hep nhat
1a 120m, noi rong nhat 1a ¢ ha ngudn, khoang 200m.

Séng Vam Cé Tay chay vao nuGe ta theo kénh Cai Cé, chay qua cac
huyén Vinh Hung, M6c Hbéa, Tdn Thanh, Thanh Héa, Thu Thiia, thi xa Tan
An, Tan Tru, Chau Thanh cta tinh Long An.® Séng chay theo huéng tay
bac - ddng nam, doan chay trén dat Long An dai 185km, chiéu rong clia sdong
tai Moc Héa la 110m.

3 Vam C3é béng
. Vam Cé Tay

- <
Séng Vam Co

Hé théng séng Vam Cé trén www.wikimapia.org

Gitia song Vam Cé Pong va Vam Cé Tay c6 nhiéu kinh rach dan xen
nhau, nhung dang ké nhat 1a kinh Tra Ca Thuong va kinh Tra Cu Ha (tic
kinh Tha Thira). Hai song nay chdy dén ngi ba Ban Quy® thudc dia phan
xa Nhut Ninh, huyén Tan Tru thi nhap lai thanh mot con song 16n goi la
song Vam C4. Song Vam Cé dai khodng 39km, tif nga ba Ban Quy dén song
Soai Rap, rong nhat 1a chd giap song Soai Rap (3.100m), hep nhat la chd

 Phéan vién Van hoa Nghé thuat Viét Nam tai TP H6 Chi Minh.
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gan vam soéong Tra (420m). Poan séng nay la ranh gi6i tu nhién gitia huyén
Can Dudc, tinh Long An va huyén Go Cong DPong, tinh Tién Giang.

Séng Vam Cé tuy ngén nhung c6 dén ba tén goi. Ngoai tén goi “Vam
Cd” ra, doan gan nga ba BAn Quy con goi 1a song X4 Huong,® doan gidp véi
song Soai Rap goi la “vam Bao Nguoc”.

2. Tai sao goi la “Vam Coé”, “vam Bao Ngugc”?
a. Van dé ten goi

Theo Tu dién Viét Nam cua Lé Vian Dic va Lé Ngoc Tru thi: “Vam: nga
ba soéng rach, noi mét con rach gidp vdi séng hay mot con séng nhé gidp vdi
séng lon”, khac v6i “ciia: noi vam soéng do ra bién”.® Nhu vay, tén goi “Vam
Cd” tu n6 da cho biét day chi 1a nhanh séng nhé cua song Soai Rap. Riéng
tit “Cé” c6 thé hiéu theo hai gid thuyét:

- Gid thuyét 1: “C6” chinh 1a cé dai moc day trén song do tdc do dong
chay thap.

- Gid thuyét 2: Céc tai liéu cua Phap goi song Vam Cé 1a “Vaico”. Theo
ching t6i, “Vaico” bit ngudn tir tiéng Khmer “pidm vaico”, nghia 1a “vam
(pidm) ddnh /lua (vai) bo (co)”.® DPiéu nay cho biét song Vam C6 Dong va
Vam Co Tay chinh la con duong lua trau bo thud xua.

Gia thuyét 2 té ra c6 stc thuyét phuc hon. That vay, trén dia ban nuéc
Chan Lap xua (gom cd Nam Bo hom nay) c6 rat nhiéu trau bo. Nam Binh
Than 1296, Chau Dat Quan theo st doan nha Nguyén (Trung Quéc) sang dat
Chan Lap da ghi nhan: “Vao nia duong trong ciia séng, nguoi ta mdi thdy
lan ddu cdnh dong ruéng bé hoang, khong c6 moét goc cay nao. Xa hon tém
mdt chi toan la cé ké ddy ddy. Hang tram hang ngan trdu rung tuu hop ting
bdy trong vung nay”.” Trong nguyén ban ghi la “da nguw” ¥7 4~ (trau hoang
dai), nhung c6 thé hiéu 1a trau bo néi chung, vi § doan khac téc giad cé ghi:
“Bo rdt nhiéu [nguu tham dal. Nguoi ta cudi bo lic con soéng, nhung khi né
chét ho lai khong ddm dn thit, khéng ddm 16t da®... Ho chi bdt bo kéo xe”.®

Truyén ngén Mua len trdu cia Son Nam c6 miéu td canh nguoi ta lua
dan trau hang tram con dén ving Ba Thé, Biy Nui dé tranh nudc lut nhu
sau: “Trdu l6i nuéc nam ba tram con, den ddu, ddc nudc..” va: “Mot cdnh
tuong oai hung, khi mdt troi viia 16 dang, dan trdu phdi rit vao trong rung
tim noi an ndm... Trau chay am dm. Khong mdy chut, tram gay rom rép nga
liet xuéng, lom rung tré thanh mot cdi dam rong [LCL nhan manh]”.10

O Nam B0 xua nay vAn luu truyén cdc su tich vé viéc voi/trawbo di
thanh ting bay theo duong c6 dinh lau ngay tré thanh cai lang, con rach,
tham chi con song. Vay c6 thé suy doan riang, song Vam Cé Pong va Vam
Co6 Tay chinh la dudng mon triing do nguoi dan ban dia (nguoi Khmer vao
thoi d6) lua trau bo di 1au ngay tao thanh.

That vay, c6 thé gid dinh ring, trén dia ban nuéc Chan Lap xua, viung
Luc Chan Lap (tuong Ung v6i mién Thugng Lao va Ha Lao ngay nay) tuy
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dia ban cao rdo, phit hop cho bd phat trién, nhung méit khéc lai chiu anh
huéng cia dao Ba La Mon manh mé hon vung Thiuy Chan Lap (tuong Gng
v6i dia ban Campuchia va Nam B0 ngay nay) nén tuc kiéng thit bo rat phé
bién. Vi vay ma mot bd phan thuong 14i ndm bat co hoi dé lua trau bo xudng
mién Thiy Chan Lap dé ban. Hoat dong nay kéo dai mai dén cd sau khi
nguoi Viét dat chan dén viung daft Nam B9, ho da tiéu thy mot lugng ddng ké
trau bo tit Cao Mién. Trong cuén Nia thang trong mién That Son, Nguyen
Van Hau da ghi nhan: “Bo trdu tiw ddt Mién lua vé, mua mdc mua ré cé6 ma
ddanh cap ciing ¢6..”."Y Do d6 § Nam B0 c6 danh tir “bo Mién” dé chi loai bo
nay, gia thuong ré h(m bo nudi tai chd.

Cé6 18 mot lugng 16n trau bo cia nude Chan Lap xua duge két tap chu
yéu vé ha luu séng Vam Cé Tay, khodng vi tri thi x4 Tan An (tinh Long
An) ngay nay, cho nén doan séng nay dugc st sach nha Nguyén goi 1a song
Ving Gu (chu’ Han goi 1la Cu Uc Giang), dong thdi con kinh tit Tan An #n
vd noi dong vé phia My Tho ciing goi 1a kinh Ving Gu (d46n ndm 1819 duogc
nao vét thém va dao thong vé6i song Tién tai M§ Tho, dat tén 1a kinh Bao
Pinh). Do d6, chg Tan An trudc kia ciing goi la chg Ving Gu.

Theo Truong Vinh Ky thi tiéng Khmer goi song Ving Gu la Tonlé
Oknha Kou (sdong-6ng quan-'? bo), kinh Ving Gu la Cumnik Kompon Ko
(kinh-bé&n-bo)."® Ciing theo Lé Huong, trong tiéng Khmer khong c6 am [g]
nén khi phién 4m phai dung am [k]"¥(c). Do d6, hai am tiét (Viing) Gu va
(Kompon) Ku/Kouw/Ko6/Co chi 1a bién thé cha nhau. Vi du, tiéng Khmer doc
“Sai Con” thi tiéng Viét goi 1a “Sai Gon”.

Diéu nay hoan toan thong nhat véi tén goi “piadm vaico” (vam danh bo)
nhu da noéi trén.

Nguoén trau bo cdc noi don vé Sai Gon giip nghé thudc da tré thanh
nghé truyén thong va phat trién manh.®® Khi Phédp chiém Nam Ky, san
pham thudc da cang dugc ddy manh xudt khiu:

- Nam 1894 xuit khiau da thi va sidn pham ti cdc gidng tha tri gia
378.157 francs.

- Tuong tu, ndm 1895 1a 1.939.331 francs, ndm 1896 la 2.519.600 francs.

Theo tap chi Kinh té Pong Duong (BEI) s6 828, trong sdu thang dau
nam 1934, cdng Sai Gon da xuit kh4u 779 tan da thudc (so véi 809 t4n nam
1933).16

Riéng gia thuyét cho “Vaico” 1a do nguoi Phap phién am tir “Vam C4”
trong tiéng Viét té ra khoé thuyét phuc vi hai tif ndy khédc biét nhau kha
nhiéu vé ngit &m: khi ph4at 4m “vam” phdi ngdm moi trong khi “vai” thi
khong ngdm moi. Hon nita, trong cdc sdch ciia Phédp,"” t4t ca cdc dia danh
mang tU “vam” trong tiéng Viét déu dugc ghi 1a “vam”. Chang han: Vam
Gia thi ghi 1a “Vam diua”, Vam Nao thi ghi 1a “Vam Nao”.*® DP4c biét, trong
Tiéu gido trinh dia Iy Nam Ky“® (ban chit Phdp), Truong Vinh Ky déu giit
nguyén tu dang viét theo chit Quoc ngif clia tat cd cac dia danh, ké ca céc
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dia danh c6 tu “Vam” nhu: “Vam Bén Nghé”, “Vam B4t Tan”, “Vam Gia”, “Vam
Tuan”, “Vam Ong Chuéng”, “Vam Nao”, “Vam Ray”.. Trong khi dé, dng va
c4c hoc gia ngudi Phap déu goi song Vam Cé 1a “le Vaico”. Piéu nay ching té
“Vaico” khong phdi 1a tiéng phién am ti “Vam Co4” trong tiéng Viét.

Tém lai, thiét nghi dén day c6 thé két luan vé nguodn goc tén goi Vam
C6 nhu sau:

Tiéng Viét Tiéng Khmer
Vam Piam
Co Vaico (danh/lua bo)

Trén day da giai thich tai sao goi 1a “Vam Cé”. Pén day can giai thich
tai sao goi la “song Vam C4”.

Thong thudng, tén cac song rach dugc ciu tao theo cong thic “séng”+X
hodc “vam”+X. Tuy nhién, hé thong song Vam C6 vita mang tinh chat cia
mot con rach (tinh chit “vam”), lai dai va 16n hon con rach thong thuong
nén goi 1a “song”. Pay chinh 12 1y do din dén tén goi dic biét cia no: song
Vam C6 (“song”+“vam”+X).

Sach Hoang Viét nhdt thong du dia chi bién soan dau doi Gia Long goi
song Vam Cé Pong 1a “Lat Giang” (song Bén Lic), Vam Cé Tay 1a “Cu Uc
Giang” (song Viing Gu). Sach Gia Dinh thanh théng chi bién soan cudi doi
Gia Long goi song Vam C6 Péong 1a “Thuidn An Giang”, Vam C6 Tay la “Hung
Hoa Giang”, song Vam C6 1a “Thdo Giang”. Sach Pai Nam nhdt théng chi
bién soan cudi doi Tu Puc goi song Vam Cé Pong 1a “Ctu An Giang”, Vam
Cé Tay la “Hung Hoa Giang”. Pén nam 1875, trong Tiéu gido trinh dia ly
Nam Ky, Truong Vinh Ky goi song Vam C6 DPong la “Le Vaco Oriental”,
Vam C6 Tay la “Le Vaico Occidental”, song Vam C¢é 1a “Le Vaico”.?? Trong
cuon Tén An ngay xua, Pao Van Hoi lai goi song Vam Cé Pong 1a Waico
Oriental, song Vam Cé Tay la Waico Occidental (Pay chéc han 1a do viét
sai chinh t4 ma thanh). Trong Tu vi tiéng néi mién Nam (muc tif “vam Bao
Ngugc”), Vuong Hong Sén cho biét “Phdp goi [vam Bao Nguoc] la le grand
Vaico” (nghia 1a “song Vam Cé 16n”).

b. Ddc diém ciua hé thong séong Vam Co - nguon goéc tén goi
“Bao Nguoc”

Sé di hé théng song Vam Cé nhin chung nhé hep 1a vi né khong c6 ngudén
rd rang. Cai goi 1a “ngudn” clia né that ra chi 1a ving dong bing triing thap
thuoc dia phan Campuchia, noi ¢6 vd s6 kinh rach ching chit. Chinh vi vay
ma Dia chi Long An méic du cho rang song Vam C6 Pong va Vam Cé Tay
“pbat ngudn” tit Campuchia nhung van phai thita nhan: “Séng Vam Cé Tay
khong cé luu vue riéng, la con song thodt lu ciua séong Ciu Long”.?V

Dac diém ty nhién quan trong hang dau ctia hé thong séng Vam Cé la:
Trong khi hau hét cac con séng trén thé gidi bt ngudn tir cdc cao nguyén
thi né lai “bat nguén” tir vang ddim lay. DE 1y gidi trudng hop nay, Lé B4
Thao cho rang: “T'rdi véi bdc thém phu sa cé & ria tdy nam chdu thé Bdc
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B¢, bac théem DPong Nam Bo cé nguén goc song... Chinh soéng Ciiu Long trudc
kia, khi chdy qua mién nay da la nhén t6 chinh cdu tao nén cdc bac thém
dy. Vé sau, khi mién Dong duoc ndng lén trong nguyén dai dé tii... séng Ciu
Long da truot dan xuéng phia nam vé vi tri nhu hién nay va da dé lai bdc
them néi trén. Nguoi ta con cé thé tim thdy vét tich ciia nhiing long séng ci
biéu hién ra thanh nhiing ho dai va nhing tring tu khép kin thdy pho bién
¢ Hdu Nghia [huyén DPic Hoa, tinh Long An], Tdy Ninh, Bién Hoa va Long
Khdnh [tinh Pong Nai]”.®? Va 6ng suy dodn: “Rdt cé thé la phdn thuong luu
va trung luu ctia cdc song Vam C6 Doéong va Vam Cé6 Tdy ciing dang chdy
trong cdc long séng cii d6”.*®

Nhu vay, hién tai thi hé thong song Vam Cé ré rang 1a khong c6 nguon.
Ciing theo Lé B4 Thao thi ving ha luu song Vam Cé 1a “déng bdng ria, ndm &
mét vi tri nguoc v6i huéng cia dong bién va dong phu sa ven bo” va “Nguon
cung c@p nudc cua ching lai chinh la tw bién dén [LCL nhidn manh] chu
khéng phdi la tw ddt lién”.?® Chinh vi diéu nay nén doan cudi ctia sdng Vam
Cé dugce goi 1a vam Bao Nguogc, nghia 1a ngudn cung cdp nudc chay ngugc tir
bién vao ndi dia. DPiéu nay ciing ly gidi tai sao hé thong song Vam Co kha
hep, tuong ddi ngén, c6 do doéc thap (0,02%c) va hé s6 udn khic cao (1,5).

Dac biét, doan cudi cia song Vam Co6 bi udn khiic manh hon cdc doan
khéc, tao thanh ba hinh vong cung lién tié€p nhau nhu thé bao boc, d6 chinh
14 ngudn goc cha tiéng “Bao” trong “Bao Ngugc”.

3. Chat lugng nuéc cia sdong Vam Coé truée day

Do bi thiy triéu chi ph6i manh nén hé théng song Vam C6 bi nhiém
min ning. Sach Hoang Viét nhdt théng du dia chi chép vé dia diém chg
Bén Lic nhu sau: “Mua dong xudn nudec trong ma mdn, thu hé nuée duc ma
ngot”.® Sach Gia Pinh thanh théng chi chép: “Séng Bén Lic.. mua dong,
mua xudn nudc trong ma man; mua thu, mua ha nuée duc ma lo”?® va: “Hai
huyén Phuéc Loc va Thudn An [nay la cac huyén Can Puée, Can Giudc, Bén
Liec, tinh Long Anl.. 6 gdn cia bién, ruéng bun nuéc mdn, trong cé dao ao
vét giéng, nudc tuy lo nhung dun soéi lai mgn”.?? Chinh vi vay ma tai Can
Puéc c6 con kinh mang tén 1a kinh Nudc Man.

Ly do 1a vi mua déng va mua xuan it mua nén muc nudc noi dong thap,
nu6c bién theo hé thong song Vam Cé xam nhap vao dé dang, c6 khi dén
140km tinh tir ctia bién. Theo Dia chi Long An, mua khd nudec man theo
song Vam C6 Tay lén dén Tuyén Nhon (huyén Thanh Héa, tinh Long An),
theo song Vam C6 Dong 1én dén Hiép Hoa (huyén Didc Hoa, tinh Long An)
v6i ham lugng 4g/lit, gay hai dén 30.000 ha.?® Tuy nhién, vung bi nhiém
man ning né nhat 1a mién Ha Long An: tai CAn Giudc, nuéc song cé do méin
khodng 3g/lit (ddu thang 1) dén 11g/lit (dau thang 3).2 Pén mua ha, mua
thu lugng mua nhiéu, nguon nudc tir sdong Mékong tran vé gy ngip tran nén
hé thong song Vam C6 bi anh hudng, c6 mau duc cia phu sa sdong Mékong
va giam do mén, tré thanh nudce lg.
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Do rat it nhan phu sa cia sdong Mékong nén hé thong song Vam Cé hiu
nhu quanh nim c6 mau trong xanh, mau dic trung ctia nudc phén tir Pong
Thap Muoi chay ra:

Vam C6 Doéng oi héoi dong song,
Nuéc xanh biéng biéc chdng doi thay dong...
(Ca khac Vam Cé6 Péng - tho Hoai Vi,
nhac Truong Quang Luc).

Chinh cai mau xanh chd dao nay lam nén bic nén dic biét clia mién
Ha Long An (ha luu song Vam C9):

Oi bdt ngdt chén troi mién Hg,

Tim tinh yéu, tim cd uéc mong.
(Ca khic Anh 6 ddu song, em cudi séng
- tho Hoai Vii, nhac Phan Huynh Diéu).

Do dat nhiém main, khé trong trot nén mic du mién Ha Long An la
noi luu dan ngudi Viét (theo duong thiy) dén dinh cu tif rat sém (s6m nhat
la 6 Can Pudc), nhung nguvi dan lai thudng bi thiéu déi nén phé bién 1a
theo nghé thuong ho, phiéu dat khép cac tinh mién Tay. Péng thoi do vam
Bao Nguogc 1a ddu moéi giao thong thiy tir mién Tay 1én Sai Gon®” nén ghe
thuyén thudng phai di ngang day. Béi vdy ma trong sé chin khé (kho) trudng
biét nap cta ba dinh Tran Bién, Phién Tran, Long Hb vao nhiing ndm 1774
c6 t6i hai tram thu thué& phu trach & dia ban Can Pué6c, Can Giudc 1a Canh
Duong va Thién Mu.®V

4. Piac diém cia vam Bao Ngugc

Vam Bao Ngugc (chd tiép gidp gitia song Vam Cé véi song Soai Rap) 1a
mot vi tri hét sdc dic biét, 14 noi hoi tu nhiéu dong nudc:

- Dong nué6c bién/thuiy triéu.

- Dong song Vam Co.

- Dong soéng Tra (gom ci kinh Chg Gao va rach Go Cong).

- Dong song Can Giudc (gom ca kinh Nudc Man néi song Can Giudc va
song Vam Co).

- Dong song Nha Be (gdém ca song Sai Gon va hé thong song Pong Nai).

N6i cach khéc, ngoai hé thong song Mékong ra, hau hét cdc song rach
clia cid mién Pong va mién Tay Nam Bo déu hoi tu tai dau vam Bao Ngugc
dé d6 ra bién qua cta Soai Rap. Chinh vi vay ma noi day c6é nhiéu xody
nuéc nguy hiém, séng to gié 16n, dé nhan chim tau thuyén. Trong cuén Go
Coéng cdnh cii nguoi xua, Viét Cac ¢6 miéu ta vam Bao Nguge nhu sau: “Dong
nudéc sGu cuon cudn chdy... Khi gdp phdi chiéu gié nguoc, séng to ddp manh
vao man thuyén, nudc bay tung tée lén san thuyén trdng xod” roi tir d6 ong
giai thich: “Nguoi xua ddgt tén Bao Nguoc goi y nghia mét khiic séng hoi tu
tdt cd nhiéu nguoén rach, do vé day”.®® Trong khi toan vung nhin chung cé
gi6 mua déng bic va tdy nam thay nhau thdi qua thi tai vam Bao Ngugc,
theo Viét Cuc, “hudng gié déng nam rong ra théi qua nhiéu hon cdc chiéu
gi6 khdc”. Chinh huéng gié nay dua séng bién vao va thinh thodng cé séng
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than nhan chim tau thuyén, do d6 ma khach thuong hd qua day thudng phai
cdu khén, van vai va cing kiéng cdc than Thay Long, Ha B4 va miéu Ban
Quy mong cho tai qua nan khéi. Béi vay ma noi day luon 14 ndi 4&m anh cia
khéch thuong hé:
- Thu nhdt Vam Nao, thi nhi Bao Nguoc.
- Mot la sang ngang Bao Nguoc,
Hai la vuot séng Vam Tudn.®®
- Anh di ghe lua Go Cong,
Tré vé Bao Nguoc bi dong diit budm.
Dut buém nuée chdy cé cuon,
Anh di qua dé dung buom chay luén.
(Ca dao)
- Song Tra® thd ra Bao Nguoc, so gap séng théan
Vinh Xa Kiéng dén Vam Tudn, so than Ha Bd.
(Ca dao)
Truong Pinh 14p cin ci chong Phap trén dat Go Cong, sat by song Vam
Coé. Khi khdi nghia that bai (20/8/1864), Truong Pinh tu sat, Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu lam mot bai van t& va 12 bai tho lién hoan diéu Truong Pinh, trong
d6 c6 hinh anh vam Bao Nguoc diy song:
Tren trai dén dién hoa khéc chii,
Duéi vam Bao Nguoc song kéu quan.
(Diéu Truong Dinh, bai VII).
Vi vam Bao Ngudc chinh 1a clta ngé duong thiy tir mién Tay lén Sai
Gon nén nhiing xody nudc va séng than ¢ day gay can tré rat 16n. Do dé
ma ngay 20/10/1879, Thong déc Nam Ky ra nghi dinh thanh 14p thanh phé
Chg Lén thi cliing ngay trong nam nay Phap cho dao xong kinh Nudc Méan
noi song Vam Cé vé6i song Can Giudce (cling goi 1a song Rach C4t) 6 huyén
Can Dude. Kinh Nu6c Mén chi dai khodng 1km nhung c6 tdc dung rat 16n
vé mit giao thong: vira rat ngin duge thiy trinh dang ké, via tranh dugc
vam Bao Ngugc nguy hiém.

5. Chat lugng nudc cia hé théng song Vam Cé hién nay

Cang vé sau nay thi d6 nhiém méin cta hé thong song Vam Cé cang
gidm dan do hé théng kinh rach dugc khai thong g1u’a song Tién va song
Vam Cé Tay dé dua nuéc song Tién sang, 1am ting ap luc dong chay cua hé
thong song Vam Cé va b6 sung mot lugng phu sa nhat d;nh Cé6 thé ké dén
cac con kinh nhu:

- Kinh Ba Beo, dao lan ddu nam 1785, sau d6 vét nhiéu lan, nhung lan
nao vét dang ké nhét 1a trong nhiing ndm dau thé ky XX, noi thang song
Vam Cd Tay vé6i song Tién.

- Kinh Lagrange, dao ndm 1897, tif sdong Vam Cé Tay an vo noi dong
Dong Thap Muoi.

- Kinh Pong Tién, dao nim 1954, néi kinh Lagrange (kinh Duong Vin
Duong) thing ra song Tién, cit ngang Pong Thap Mudi, song song véi kinh
Ba Beo.
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Pén nhilng ndm 1985, Nha nudc xic tién k& hoach khai thac Péong
Thap Muoi mot cdch quy mo. Theo k& hoach nay, toan bo dién tich Pong
Théap Muvi duge dao kinh xé ranh ngang doc chiang chit, nhung quan trong
nhat 1a viéc vét kinh Nguyén Van Tiép, kinh Phuéc Xuyén va dao méi kinh
Héng Ngu - Vinh Hung nam 1988 (con goi kinh Trung Uong). Cac con kinh
nay dan nu6c ngot tir song Tién dé ria pheén von tich tu lau doi trong long
chdo Pong Thap Muvi.

Cung luc d6, mot hé thong cong dap dude xay dung tai vam cac con kinh
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TOM TAT

~ Hé thong sdng Vam C6 chay doc theo chiéu dai cla tinh Long An. Tén goi “Vam C6”
vOn bat ngudn tu tiéng Khmer “piam va'l'cq” (vam danh/lua bo). biéu nay cho biét day chinh
la con dudng mon triing do lha/van chuyén trau bo thud xua ti mién Luc Chan Lap xuéng

Thay Chan Lap, ma cu thé 1a khoang vi tri thi xa Tan An (tinh Long An) ngay nay.

_Déc diém tu nhién ndi bat clia hé théng séng Vam Co la khong c6 ngudn rd rang.
Nguon cung cap nudc chl yéu la tu bién vao (“Ngugc”), nén cang vé “ha luu” thi sbng cang
udén khuc manh, tao thanh nhiing dudng cong lién tiép (“Bao”), 6 chinh la nguon goc clatén
goi (vam) Bao Ngugc. Dong thoi do héi tu nhiéu dong chay nén vam Bao Ngugc cé nhiing
xo0ay nudc nguy hiém, thudng nhan chim ghe thuyén.

Do bi thiy triéu chi ph8i manh nén hé thdng séng Vam C4 bi nhiém man nang. Tuy
nhién, tii nhiing ndm 80 cla thé kY trudc, nhd hé théng kinh dao ma hé théng song Vam Cé
nhan dugc lugng nudc ngot dang ké tu song Tién, khién ap lyc dong chay tang va do nhiem
man gidm han.

ABSTRACT

STUDYING THE CURRENTS OF VAM CO RIVER

The currents of Vam Co river cover the whole length of Long An province.The name
“Vam C&” originates from the Khmer word “piam vaico” (trail for herding cattle).This fact points
out that this is the sunken trail left by the flocking of cattle from Luc Chan Lap to Thiy Chan
Lap in the ancient time. To be more specific, today it is located roughly at Tan An commune
(Long An province).

Itis because of this that Vam Co river does not have a specific source. The main source
of water for this river is from the sea (“Ngugc” [against the current]). Consquently, nearer
to its lower part, the river bends continually, making various curves(“bao”[curving”’]). These
facts help explain the name of the river "Bao Ngugc”. Also the Vam Co river is made up by
numerous water currents that give rise to various dangerous whirlpools in the river, which
sinks many boats and ships.

Strongly affected by tides from the sea, this river is heavily salinized. Nevertheless,
since the 1980’s, thanks to the construction of articficial networks of canals, the river’s
currents get a great amount of fresh water from the Tién river, which helps highten the speed
of its current as well as remarkably cut down its salinity.



