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VAO CONG CUQC CAI CACH O GIA PINH
Nguyén Duy Chinh

Loi mé dau

Trong chiéu huéng dua ra mot 16i gidi thich cho thoi ky tranh hung
cudi thé ky XVIII gitta hai thé lyc Tay Son va chida Nguyén, nhiéu sl gia
can dai da dong héa nhiing gido si v6i cdc thé luc ngdm khuynh loat trong
cdc Am muu chinh tri. Quan diém nay con nhiéu diém can danh gi4 lai.
Tuy khong thé pht nhan nhiing thira sai ¢6 ¥ dinh khai thac 4nh hudéng véi
chinh quyén dé truyén dao nhung ngugc lai nha cam quyén ciing 1am phen
st dung ho vao nhiing muc tiéu quan su.
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~ Moi vigc khong don gidn khi ching ta lai
. tim ra nhiing chiing c6 Nguyen Anh va déng
"~ minh than c4n nhat cia 6ng 1a Gidm muc
| Pigneau de Béhaine [1741-1799] - thuong
dugc biét du6i tén Han Viét 1a B4 Pa Loc
[FFZ %] - da bon ba cau vién khong phai
mot thé luc ma gd clra rat nhiéu noi, 1an
bang ciing c¢6, cac nuéc Tay phuong nhu
Anh, B6 Pao Nha, Tay Ban Nha, Hoa Lan,
Phap... cling c6. Vai tro doc ddo cua Nguyén
Anh khién cho nhiéu thé luc cong khai dau
tu vao ong nhu mo6t hinh thdc “budén vua”
du biét chinh chuda Nguyén ciing ¢6 nhiing
hinh thdc tu van dong rat dang ké. Tuy
ong dugc nguoi Xiém giup d§ trong mot s6
truong hop nhung khéng phai khong cé lic
ldm nguy mot khi chinh 6ng lai tré thanh
mot mam hoa dang quan ngai cho chinh ho.
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: R /¢ phan nguvi Phap, trong khuynh huéng
Tuong Giam muc Ba Pa Loc va hoang lam ndi bat su déng gbp ctia ho vao cong
td Canh truéc nha thg Sai Gon nam cuje trung hung clia nha Nguyén, dd miéu
m%_’ngbyz:?/_ ff’ez_gjnn: 1945. Nguon: 42 Gigm muc B4 Pa Loc nhu la mot “digp

vién chinh tri” di tim co hoi mé dau cho su
banh truéng thudc dia. Viéc dé cao vai tro cha 6ng da tré thanh muc tiéu
tdn cong cua mot s6 ngudi ¢6 xu hudng bai ngoai, lai cang dugc dat thanh
trong tam trong tinh than cuc doan chinh tri hay ton gido. Pén cudi thé ky

* California, Hoa Ky.
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XIX, khi nguoi Phap dung vii luc chiém Viét Nam ho da nd luc dé cao vai
tro ctia Ba Pa Loc va cdc gido dan thoi chda Nguyén dé tim kiém céc yém
tro cia dan ban xi, vo hinh trung lai khoi thém chia cach gitta nguoi Viét
v6i nguoi Viét.

Sau khi hoan thanh viéc théng tri toan coi Pong Duong, mot pho tuong
cao gan 3 thudc tac Gidm muc Pigneau de Béhaine, mot tay dit hoang tu
Canh, mot tay dua ra ban hiép uéc Versailles 1787 dugec nha cAm quyén
Phép dung 1én ngay truéc nha thd Pudc Ba Sai Gon trong mot dai 1& vao
nam 1901.%

Khi tuong thuat vé vai tro cha Pigneau de Béhaine, céc tac gia Tay
phuong thudng nhan manh vao viéc 6ng xa than ciiu Nguyén Anh khi con
dang bon dao, nhat 1a dugce tin cidy dé cAm quéc an va dua hoang tit Canh
qua Phdp cau vién réi tré vé Gia Dinh véi mot s6 chién thuyén, thay tha,
sing 6ng. Nguovi ta cling nhic dén vai tro clia 6ng trong nhing chién dich
danh véi Tay Son truée khi 6ng qua doi nhung lai dé cap rat gidn luge vai
tro trung gian cta vi Gidm muc uyén bac nay trong viéc du nhip ky thuit
va vian héa vao nuée ta, coi nhu mot chuyén binh thuong. Chinh vi thé 6ng
chi dugc coi nhu mot ké chii muu ddng 1én 4n va nhitng ngudi ngoai quéc
dén gitp chia Nguyén ciing chi coi nhu mot s6 linh danh thué vi muc tiéu
danh lgi chit khong phai 12 nhiing ¢6 vAn déng gép vao viéc xay dung mot
quoc gia theo kiéu mau Tay phuong.

Con nguoi Ba Da Loc

Cho dén nay, khi viét vé Giam muc Pigneau de Béhaine tuc Evéque
d’Adran, hay B4 Pa Loc, moi s gia ¢c6 mdt nhan dinh, déi khi hoan toan
trai ngudgc. Mot s6 nha bién khao két 4n Gidm muc Pigneau c6 dau éc thuc
dan da mé duong cho cudc xam lang cia Phdap nhung mot s6 khéc lai cho
rang ong thuan tiy 1a mot thita sai, nhiing viéc dng gitp chia Nguyén ngoai
tinh ban ciing chi nhim muc tiéu dugc dé dang hon trong viéc truyén gido
sau nay.

Tiéu st cia 6ng chép trong Pai Nam chinh bién liét truyén, quyén
XXVIII 14 quyén chép vé nhitng ngudi nuéc ngoai theo gitp chia Nguyén
nhu Ha Hy Van, nguoi Trung Hoa [mo6t thanh vién cta Thién Dia Héil,
Nguyén Vian Tén, ngudi Cao Mién, Ha Cong Th4i, ngudi Mudng, B4 Pa Loc,
nguoi Phap va Vinh Ma Ly, nguoi Xiém.?

Né6i chung, tuy Ba Pa Loc c6 cong 16n nhung st triéu Nguyén chép vé
ong lai kha so sai, c6 vé mudn cho lu md dé nang cao vai tro sang nghiép
cia Nguyén Anh. Tuy nhién, néu d4nh gia cho khach quan va du muc tiéu
dich thuc cua ong la gi chiang nita, B4 Pa Loc qua déng gép rat 16n trong
viéc phuc quéc cua chiia Nguyén.

Khédc hin véi 161 nhin cia A Pong khi dua ra mau ngudi “quan su”
muu tri “ngéi trong truéng ma quyét thdng chuyén ngoai ngan ddm”, Gidm
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muc Pigneau hanh dong giong nhu nhiing c¢6 van Tay phuong gin day, dua
y kién dong thoi phan tich lgi hai dé chda Nguyén chon lua gidi phap chi
khong ép budc hay doi héi k& hoach cia minh phai duge thuc hién triét dé.
Nhiéu ly do khién ching ta c6 thé tin rang nhiing mau thuan hay xung dot
néu c6 thudng bt ngudn tir tinh da nghi cia Nguyén Anh va su ghen ghét
cta nhiing nguoi than can é6ng.

Ciing vi thé tuy B4 Pa Loc qua doi kha
dot ngot, su nghiép ctia chia Nguyén
khong bi bé tic nhu Luu Bi mat Khong
Minh. C4i chét cia Gidm muc Pigneau
gin nhu khong anh huéng gi dén thé
luc cta chia Nguyén lic bay gio va ong
da hoan tat vai trdo dau cau trung gian,
tao diéu kién t6t dé Nguyén Anh tiép
thu dugc van minh Au Chau lam nén
tdng cho nhiing cai c4dch. Péi chiéu
v6i phat trién thuc té, nhing thay
d6i manh mé vé t6 chic va ky thuat
la nhitng nhan t6 c¢6t yéu giup chua
Nguyén thanh cong.

Néu khong c¢6 B4 Pa Loc, chia Nguyén
sé khong thé dot phd dugc nhiing bé

e e e e cta Khu vue va rat kho ton tai khi
i et lue lugng cia 6ng so v6i anh em Tay
ettt i~ Son qud la kém thé. Thing lgi cla
________ TP P L R 1 B ong da khién cho c4d Xiém lan Phap
S e, b .. déu cho rang vai tro cia minh quan
i et e b o wedsta e trong hon nhung thuce tinh ma néi,
pl B ot s o v v B Xiém La cho 6ng nuong than khi con
ot e ok o wfesnde e han vi nhung gidp d6 cling ¢6 giGi han,
i PR W e mot phan vi ho con nhiéu viéc phai lo,

Sl st # LA phan khéc cling khong thuc tAm mudn

Viét Nam sé tré thanh mot nude lang
giéng nguy hiém. Nguoc lai, Gidm muc
Ba Pa Loc c6 quyét tam gitip Nguyén
Anh vi muc tiéu truyén gido § A Pong
va c6 thé anh hudng tir cd nhitng chua
truong chiém hitu ctia mot s6 nguovi di trude. Viéc ong dua ban ddo Tourane
vao trong nhugng dia ma chda Nguyén sé phdi nhudong cho Phap cho thay
ong da déng tinh vé6i Pierre Poivre [mot nha truyén gido sau déi sang nghé
con budn] vé khéi dau mot chi truong can thiép sau hon vao ban ddo DPong
Duong nhung cling c¢6 thé chi 14 mot doéi chdc thuong tinh. Néu so sanh véi
nhiing uu dai ma Nguyén Nhac dé nghi véi Chapman® khi doi mua khi gi6i

Chan dung va but tich cla Giam muc Ba Pa
Loc. Nguon: www.nguyentl.free.com
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va nho nguoi Anh gitp d& thi thdi do cla chda Nguyén con de dit hon va
ciing khong dang két 4n mot cdch nghiét nga.

Mot diéu chdc chdn, Nguyén Anh khong bi ai dan dit theo dudng 16i
ctia ho ma chi tham khao rdi ¢6 quyét dinh t6i hau, dau rang khi ding, khi
sai. Ong la kién trdc su trong viéc xay dung mé hinh quéc gia va ciing la vi
tham muu truéng trong moi chién dich 16n.

Viéc cai cach 6 Gia Pinh

Trong bai nay ching téi luge béd phan Gidam muc Adran dua hoang ti
Canh sang Phap dé ciu vién va ky v6i B4 tuéc de Montmorin [khi d6 la
ngoai truéng nudc Phap thoi vua Louis XVI] mot ban hiép ude goi 1a hiép
udc Versailles. Vi nhiéu 1y do, hiép uéc nay khong thi hanh dugc nén Gidm
muc B4 Pa Loc phai xuat tién ra chiéu mo binh si va mua chién thuyén dem
vé Gia Dinh nam 1789. Nhiing chi tiét cu thé vé chuyén di nay c6 thé tim
thdy trong cédc bién khdo vé cong cudc khoi phuc ctia vuong triéu Nguyén,
dic biét 1a tiéu st cia Ba Pa Loc trong tac pham Mgr Pigneau de Behaine,
Evéque d’Adran cua Alexis Faure (Paris, 1891).

Nguén kién thic dung trong cai cach

Theo hai téc gid dén Pang Trong vao nhiing thoi diém ma anh huéng
va vai tro cia Giam muc Adran con hién hitu, ching ta biét duge mot s6 chi
tiét st ma triéu Nguyén da khong nhic dén khién vai tro cia 6ng md nhat
hon nhung d6 chinh 1a nhiing trong diém dua dén su thanh cong ctia vua
Gia Long sau nay.

Trong cuén A Voyage to Cochin China [John Barrow, 1806], tac gia
ngudi Anh ghi lai nhitng diéu m&t th4y tai nghe & Pang Trong khi 6ng ta
cung phai bo Macartney cé dip ghé ngang nudc ta trén duong sang Trung
Hoa nam 1792.

Gan 30 nam sau [1819] John White, mot thuong gia ngudi My trong
mot tdc phdm cung tén [A Voyage to Cochin China, 1824] ghi lai nhiing gi
ong ta thay 6 Gia DPinh, gitp ching ta kiém chiing dugc nhitng gi da thuc su
hién hiiu 30 nam trudc.

Theo Barrow, khi tim hiéu ban dich by Encyclopedie cia Gidm muc
Pigneau de Béhaine, Nguyén Anh rat quan tdm dén kién thic Tay phuong vé
hai phuong dién: hang hai va déng thuyén (navigation and ship-building).®

Chi tiét nay tuong d6i quan trong cho ching ta thay ring Gidam muc
Adran da trao lai cho chia Nguyén kién thic khoa hoc va quan su Tay
phuong thong qua mot s6 dé tai thich dang trong bd bach khoa vi dé la
nguon tai liéu tuong d6i cap nhat va chinh x4c, dai dién cho van minh Au
Chau thoi d6. Tuy nhién, mot s6 thanh qua khéc cling quan trong khong
kém do nhiing nguoi di cung v6i Pigneau de Béhaine dén Pang Trong con
dugc ghi lai trén gidy trang muc den, chang han nhu Victor Olivier 1a téng
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cong trinh su (chief engineer) xay thanh Gia DPinh va Le Brun duoc coi nhu
dai k& hoach gia (principal architect-planner) cua Sai Gon khi d6. Pay la
mo hinh thiét k& d6 thi (urban planning) theo khuon mau T4y phuong sém
sua nhit ¢ khu vuc Pong Nam A thoi bay gio.

Mot vai tro quan trong khéc ciing it dugc nhic dén la viéc Pigneau de
Béhaine da thuc hién cong tac phién dich cac tai liéu k¥ thuat Tay phuong
sang chit Han [va c6 thé ca tiéng Nom hay quéc ngii] dé chia Nguyén va
ban tham muu c¢6 ¥ niém va hiéu biét vé vin minh co khi trong mot giai
doan con manh nha, di trude tat cd moi noi khac trong khu vue. Cong lao
cua 6ng riéng trong lanh vuc phién dich ciing da la mot déng gép to 16n cho
viéc khai sinh ra “vuong quéc Pong Nai”.

Giam muc Pigneau von 12 mot chuyén gia ngdén ngit, da déng gop
chinh yéu trong viéc hoan thanh bd tir dién Annamite-Latin [Dictionarium
Anamitico-Latinum] vao khoang 1772-1773, dugc Gidm muc Jean-Louis
Taberd b6 tdc va 4n hanh nam 1835. Ong ciing thong thao tiéng Viét va
am hiéu chit Han, chit Nom nén c6 1& 6ng da dung thi gio khi di trén tau ti
Phép vé Gia Pinh dé tim hiéu, chon lua va phién dich nhiing gi 6ng thay
rang can thiét cho chia Nguyén.

Ciing nén thém ring, bd bach khoa dai tir dién khong phai chi thuan
tay la chit ma con cé rat nhiéu hinh vé dugc in theo 16i dong ban hoa nén
chida Nguyén cling c¢6 thé tim hi€u nguyén ban, xem hinh d4nh. Khong thay
tai liéu ndo néi 6ng c6 biét chit viét theo mau tu Latin hay khong nhung
Rei, mot thuong gia ngudi Phéap c6 dé cap dén thai tG Pam biét viét chir
quéc ngit. Trong nhitng 14 thu clia cac thita sai géi vé gido hoi hay lién lac
v6i nhau, thinh thodng ching ta cling thay keém theo mot s6 tit ngit Viét viét
theo 161 mau tu Latin.

Do d6, mudn tim hiéu xem chida Nguyén da hoc héi dugc gi vé ky thuat
cia Tay phuong - mot phan chim ma s sach khong dé cap dén nhiéu -
ching ta phai di sau vao nguodn kién thic, néu khong c6 nguyén ban bo sach
ma Giam muc Adran da dung thi it ra cing phai qua sach v cung thoi ky
dé dung lai mot qua trinh hoc héi va tng dung trong viéc canh tan t6 chic
hanh chanh va quan su.

Ching ta ciing c6 thé xem nhiing miéu ta, qua badn do, hinh anh cta
nhiing ngudi c6 mit & Pang Trong thoi ky d6é dé it nhiéu biét dugc anh
huéng Tay phuong nhu thé nio, hay nhiing gi ma sinh hoat truyén thong
chua hién hitu. Truée day khi dé cap dén thing lgi ctia chia Nguyén, cac st
gia thuong chi nhan manh vao su tiép sdc cia ngudi Phap qua vién trg sung
dan va s6 tuéng si di theo Giam muc Adran sang gitp ma thudng khong
nhic d&én nhitng dinh ché t§ chiic va md hinh hanh chénh 14 nén tang gitp
cho cdi cach c¢6 co hoi phéat trién.

Vé bd Encyclopedie ma Gidam muc Pigneau de Béhaine c6 thé tim dugc
trong khoang thang 2 dén thang 12/1787 1a thoi gian 6ng va hoang tir Canh
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¢ Phép thi chi c6 bd Encyclopédie clia Denis Diderot, 4n hanh trong khoang
tir 1751-1766 ma bd nady cing chi dich lai tir bd Cyclopaedia cia Anh, 4n
hanh nidm 1728. Tuy nhién bo Encyclopédie cia Diderot khé c6 thé kiém
dugc tai Paris sau 21 nam xuat ban, nhat 14 bd nay c6 nhiéu chi tiét bi coi
1a trai v6i duong 161 cta gido hoi (heretical).

Bo dai tir dién dé kiém hon trong thoi gian d6 c6 1& 1a bo Encyclopedia
Britannica, 4n ban diu tién in tU nam 1768 dén 1771 [gom 3 quyén, day
2.391 trang, v6i 160 trang déong ban hoal, t4di ban 1an thd hai nam 1784
dugc cai bién c6 thém phan lich s, dia 1y va tiéu st cdc danh nhan thé gidi
[tong cong 10 quyén, 8.595 trang va 340 trang hinh v&].”’ Do d6, muén tim
hiéu nhitng kién thdc va ky thuat ma Giam muc B4 Pa Loc mang tu Tay
phuong truyén dat cho chiia Nguyén, ching ta khong thé khong tim hiéu vé
nhitng sé dic cu thé hién hiu trong bo sach nay.

Téng quat

T nhitng kién thic mang tinh thoi dai, ching ta c6 thé dung lai nhiing
mo hinh gan nhat véi kién thice khoa hoc quan su tir b6n muc quan trong 1a
ky thuat xay thanh (fortification), k¥ thuidt hang hai (navigation), ky thuit
ché tao sing (gunnery) va ky thuat déng tau (ship-building) dé dsi chiéu véi
nhiing gi dugc thyc hién ¢ Pang Trong trong khodng tir 1789 dén 1799 la
thoi gian B4 Pa Loc cong tac mat thiét véi Nguyén Anh. Ngoai ra ching ta
ciing khong thé quén dugc nhiing du 4n vé xay dung do6 thi (urban planning)
rat méi mé so sanh véi nhitng thanh phd khéac trén ban ddo Pong Duong.
Thanh pho Sai Gon vao cudi thé ky XVIII 14 mot md hinh T4y phuong,
ngoai thanh tri 14 cin cd quan su con c6 nhitng con dudng thing va rong
dugc tric dia theo 6 vudng, c6 nhiing khu vuc trai linh, kho gao, xuéng déng
tau, 10 ddc sing va ca mot nghia dia riéng biét thay vi ba dau chon d6 nhu
tap quan cua nguoi A Pong.

Ngoai ra, ching ta ciing khong thé bé qua mo6é hinh hanh chanh vi dé
14 nén tadng co sé dé c6 thé tng dung nhitng ky thuat méi. Tuy chi trong
mot thoi gian rat ngédn, trén dai dat Viét Nam thoi d6é da xuat hién mot tiéu
qudc ma ngudi nudc ngoai thudng goi 1a nuéc Pong Nai, ngudi Thanh goi 1a
dat Nong Nai con sl nuéc ta quen goi 1a Gia Dinh, nhiing cai tén con ton tai
dén tan bay gio. Theo nhiing chi ti€t ma ching ta cé duge, vé phuong dién
hanh chanh vuong quéc nay cé thé coi 1a thodi than cia vuong triéu Nguyén,
dugc t6 chiic theo mot khuon mau tong hgp nhiéu mé hinh nhung da dugc
céi bién cho phut hgp v6i nhu cau. Trén nhiéu lanh vic, Nguyén Anh da ap
dung nhiéu canh tan va hoc héi tir Xiém La va cac nudec Pong Nam A nhung
ciing manh dan cai cach theo duong 161 TAy phuong, cha yéu la cac lanh vuc
quan su, thuong mai, ky thuat.

Giita B4 Pa Loc va Nguyén Anh, ching ta thiy hai ngudi tuy van hét long
v6i nhau nhung mat khac cting tim cach khai thac cho muc tiéu riéng cia minh.
Chiia Nguyén mudn Ba Pa Loc 1am dau cau trung gian dé tha dac ki thuat va su
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gitp dd caa Tay phuong, trong khi vi gidm muc cling mong viéc lam cia minh
s& dem t6i nhiing uu dai dé truyén dao mot khi chiia Nguyén thanh cong.

Khong néi t6i nhilng &m muu hay tham vong dua trén suy ludn cam
tinh, trong bién khdo nay ching toi cd gidng dao sau vao mot s6 chi tiét cu
thé&, nhitng k§ thuat méi du nhap vao nudc ta trong d6 bao gom cac ky thuat
quan su va mot sd dinh ché& duge Gidm muc Pigneau de Béhaine gidi thiéu
vao mot tiéu quoc mé6i thanh 14p: Pong Nai hay dat Gia Pinh. Viéc du nhap
dé dugc ap dung mot phan 16n vi da gitp cho chia Nguyén gia ting kha
ning chong lai TAy Son nhung dong thoi ciing 12 mot mo hinh thi nghiém
theo kiéu Tay phuong dau tién trong ving Dong Nam A. Mién Nam nuéc ta
da hinh thanh mot quéc gia véi day da co ché, dung hop thuc luc ban dia véi
ba ngudn “chdn khi ngoai ching”, tit Trung Hoa clia nhiing ngudi di dan goc
nha Minh, ti Xiém La ma chta Nguyén da luu ngu rat tia kinh nghiém chién
d&u, tir Tay phuong do nhiing thita sai va nhiing ngudi Au Chau sang giup.

Nhiing van dé chinh tri xen ké v6i quan su va mot tap thé da dang déit
ra nhiing cau héi vé quan tri. Cling vi truéng thanh trong gian nan va luon
ludn bi de doa bédi chung quanh ching ta phan nao cé6 thé h1eu du0c thai do
quyét liét, 1dm khi tan nhéan cta Nguyén Anh khi d4 1én ndm quyén. Trén
thuc t&€ Nguyén Anh van khon khéo quén binh moi lyc lugng pho té 6ng nén
tuy nhitng ngudi Phap c6 néi bat trong nhiing ngay dau vé sau lai lui vao
béng to6i khi nguoi Viét da tha dic nhitng uu diém vé quan su va ky thuat
ciia ho. Ngoai B4 Pa Loc hau nhu khong mot ngudi ngoai qudc nao duge coi
trong hon mot tuéng lanh bac trung.

Trong mot thoi gian tuong doi ngdn 1788-1792, Nguyén Anh da hoan
thanh dugc nhiing co ciu cin ban dé chudn bi tdn cong. Trong nhilng nam
sau dé6, ong da ddy doi phuong vao thé thi va chua day 10 ndm thi 6ng da
14y lai dugc vuong quoc cia Nguyén Nhac va chiém ludn cd 1dnh thé mién
B4c trong tay Nguyén Quang Toan.

Viéc cdi cach ¢ Gia DPinh khong phai chi nhim muc tiéu khai khén
mot vung dat hoang hay t6 chic mot vuong quéc ma dé cho muc tiéu t6i hau
12 khoi phuc lai viing 1anh thé & phuong nam - néi theo tif ngit ngay nay la
xay dung mot hau phuong dé hoan thanh cong viéc bac tién. Tuy nhién, dé
chi 1a mot suy luén sau khi 6ng da thanh cong con ngay trong thoi diém do,
tuy Nguyén Anh van nham t6i viéc khoi phuc lai vung dat cta cha ong 1a tur
song Gianh d6 vao nhung dé6i véi tinh hinh thuc t&, viéc lam sao bdo dam
dugc khu vuc Pong Nai khong bi anh em T4y Son xua quan vao chiém lai
nhu thoi ky truée méi thuc su quan trong.

Kinh nghiém cii cho thdy mot khi bi dich quan du6i danh phai bén dao,
moi cong trinh Nguyén Anh da va dang xay dung déu tré thanh tay tring,
tan bién nhu da trang xe cat bién Pong. Do d6, truéc khi tap trung dugc stc
manh dé tién ra bic, nd luc cing c6, xay dung va phong thi 1a uu tién hang
dau ldc bay gio.
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Cubi thé ky XVIII, cudc noi chién tai Viéet Nam ciing dua dén nhiing
phét trién cian ban khién chién lugc, chién thuat phai thay ddi theo. Nhing
tién bo k¥ thuat vé vii khi va quy mo ctia doi hinh, van chuyén dé st dung
nhiing d6i quan déng ddo nén viéc phong thi theo kiéu cii khong con hiéu
qud. Stng dai bac va than cong da tuong doi thong dung nén hai bén khong
con phai can chién ma c6 thé ban tir xa. Thanh tri vi vay dugc t6 chic sao
cho linh hoat hon, c6 thé tu tuc duge mot thoi gian dai ma khong bi kiét qué
vé luong thuc, nuée udng hay dan dugec.

Nhiing cudc cong thanh vi thé thuang lau hon, kéo dai hang thang,
c6 khi hang ndm nén chién thuat “than téc”, ddnh mau ddanh manh, 14y s6
dong dé ap ddo khong con hiéu qud. Thanh Gia Pinh (thanh Quy) mot mat
dua vao séng Sai Gon, ba mit con lai ¢c6 nhiéu dam lay 1a nhiing chuéng
ngai thién nhién.

No6i 4m anh 16n nhat cua Nguyén Anh khi méi 14y lai dugc Gia Pinh 1a
e ngai mot cudc tan cong quy mo cua TAy Son, chiém lai nhiing gi 6ng via cé
dugc. Chinh vi thé, trong giai doan dau ong trong cho ¢ vién binh do Giam
muc Ba Pa Loc dang di van dong. Ong da thiét lap nhu’ng hé thong thong
tin tir bién vao dat lién dé c6 dugc nhiing tin tic sém stia nhat.

Khi B4 DPa Loc tré vé, tuy khong mang dugc nhiing gi 6ng mong dO’l
nhung lai ¢6 dugc nhing thu’ co ban can thiét ding lic ma 6ng yéu cau.
Khong phai vii khi hay nhan su, tién bac, Gidm muc xi Adran di trao lai
cho d6ng k¥ thuat cua Tay phuong, ngay ca nhu’ng gi thudc loai bi méat, khong
nhu ngudi A Pong thudng thudng gidu kin cho riéng minh.

Viéc dau tién ma chia Nguyén nho dén nguoi T4y phuong gidp stc 1a
xay dung mot thanh phé nhung phong tht dugc. Cd theo nhitng tudng thuat
clia ngudi nuéc ngoai, tir nam chi bic cho t6i lic d6 nguvi Viét chua xay dugc
mot tda thanh theo nghia d6, néu khong c¢6 chuéng ngai thién nhién nhu
song nui, dam 14y thi chi biét dap liy, dao hao va dung nhiing chuéng ngai
chung quanh noi déng quan. Liy Dong Hé6i hay liy Thay do Pao Duy Tu
thiét tri dugc coi 1a mot cong trinh 16n nhung thuc t& chi 14 mot bic tudong c6
dat sing theo mau Van Ly Truong Thanh ciia Trung Hoa ¢ mdt quy mo nho.

Trong khi d6, TAy phuong thoi trung c¢6 di c6 nhiing tién bd dang ké
vé viéc xay dung nhiing thanh tri (citadel) va lau dai (castle) va dat téi mot
hé thong cong su (fortification) chu ddo. Mudn dat téi tiéu chuan nay, mot
thanh phd phai c6 thé tu bao vé dugc va nhat 1a moi co cdu trong dé déu
thong dugc véi nhau khién cho chi cAn mot nhém ngudi nhé c6 thé ngin
chan dugc mot lugng dich quan 16n va theo thoi gian, quan dich sé hao binh
ton tuéng dé cho dip phan cong.

Trong bd Encyclopaedia Britannica in 1an thd nhat (1771), phan coéng
su da dugc miéu ta ky luong trong 8 trang chii nhé va 3 trang hinh anh, kha
diy dua chi tiét binh d6, thiét d6, da dé thiét k& mot toa thanh véi nhiing
uu diém vugt troi.
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1. Hanh chanh, té chic

Vé phuong dién t§ chiic qudc gia, thoi ky ddu chia Nguyén méi 14y lai
Gia Dinh ching ta thay c6 nhiing k& hoach xay dung mot kinh dé cho tiéu
vuong qudc, tdi phan chia lai dia gi6i cdc khu vuc d€ hinh thanh mot bd
may chinh quyén tuong d6i hitu hiéu néu khong hon thi ciing khong kém
c4c nu6c lang giéng.

Viéc xay thanh Quy c6 thé do Nguyén Anh nung nau da 1au, k&t hop ca
nhiing diéu méi hoc héi 1an kinh nghiém da qua. Muon biét éng hoc héi dugc
gi, ching ta khong thé khong xét dén qua trinh luu vong tai Xiém La trong
khoang thoi gian 1784-1787 va nhiing gi 6ng chiing kién quan Xiém d6i phé
v6i cac cude tan cong khoc lidt ctia quan Mién tir phuong bic kéo xudng. Cé
thé néi, chinh cudc chién tranh Xiém-Mién da 12 mot mo hinh tot dé ong suy
ngam vé phuong thic d6i phé véi Tay Son ma 6ng st dung sau nay.

Hoan cdnh cia Xiém La c6é thé néi rat gan v6i hoan canh cua Viét
Nam thoi do, chi khac nhau la nhiing viéc xay ra ¢ Xiém di trudc Viét Nam
khodang vai muoi nam. Vao gitta thé ky XVIII, ngudi Mién thudng xuyén
dem quan xudng cuép pha kinh d6 Ayutthaya & luu vuc song Chao Phya.
N#m 1767, quan Mién ph4 kinh d6 Ayutthaya thanh binh dia, giét va bit
lam né 1é gan nhu toan b dan ching khi dé khodng mot triéu ngudi. Qudc
vuong bi giét va chi khodng 10.000 ngudi thoat chét.©

Mot trong nhitng tuéng lanh tén l1a Taksin trén tho4t, chiéu tap binh
ma chi mdt nadm sau danh dudi quan Mién va dung lai mot kinh d6 méi 6
phia nam la Thonburi, bén kia song ciia mot lang chai c6 tén Bangkok.™
Ciing thoi gian d6, gan nhu toan bo luc lugng Mién Pién bi cAm chan trong
chién tranh vé6i Trung Hoa ndm 1768 khién cho viéc chiém déng Ayutthaya
16ng 180 va Taksin c6 thé tién danh tiung doanh trai clia ngudi Mién khong
may khé kh#n.® Cuc dién hoan toan thay déi khi quan Xiém do tuéng Suki
chi huy tai Posamton thang dugc mot tran quyét liét dua dén thing 1gi hoan
toan. Nam 1782, Taksin bi ha bé va bi xu tu, tuéng Chakkri 1én ngoi vua
[str goi 1a Rama I] réi doi d6 sang Bangkok.

Viéc thién d6 nay c6é muc tiéu chién luge cta né. Vua Rama I cho rang
viéc thanh lap kinh d6 & phia dong cia ban ddo c6 loi thé vé phong thi vi
hon mot nia chu vi bao quanh 1a séng. Ngoai ra, viéc chon mot kinh d6 méi
cing 1a d4u hiéu cta viéc khéi dau mot triéu dai theo tin tuéng ctia ngudi
dan Nam A.® Vua Rama I ciing d6i tén Bangkok thanh Krungthep [City of
Deities] nhung ngudi ngoai quéc van quen goi theo tén cii.

Thoi gian chiia Nguyén séng luu vong gitp 6ng hoc héi kinh nghiém
thuc té& clia nuéc Xiém va tham gia mot s6 tran danh véi quan Mién Dién.
Thanh Gia Pinh c6 kh4 nhiéu tuong déng véi kinh d6 Krungthep, ciing nam
canh bd song cich bién khong xa l1dm. Tuy nhién, ngoai vi tri dia loi, chda
Nguyén con di thém mot béc nita 12 xay thanh khong phai chi 14 mot hoang
cung nhu mau cta Xiém La ma con 14 mot md hinh phong thi T4y phuong
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ma ching ta thuong goi 1a kiéu Vauban dé dé phong mot tran tan cong dai
quy md cia Tay Son ti Thuian Héa danh vao, nhat 12 sau khi vua Quang
Trung danh bai quan Thanh tao nén mot chién tich 1ay ling. Viéc xay mot
toa thanh kién c¢d 6 Gia Pinh két hgp nhiéu nguyén nhan, tir viéc chon dia
diém phu hop vé6i phong thuiy, cho dén su thuan lgi dé phong thd va 1a hau
phuong dé lam diém xuat phat tdn cong ra bic.

Tru6c d6 dat Gia Pinh méi khai khéan, tinh trang t6 chic so sai, chua
thich hgp cho tong hanh dinh quy mé dé trd déng lau dai. Gia Pinh thanh
thong chi viét:

Trén Gia Pinh xua cé nhiéu ao dam, rung ru, budi dau thoi Thdi Téng
(Nguyén Phiic Tan 1648-1687), sai tuéng vao mé mang bo cbi, chon noi ddt
bang rong rdi, tic cho cho Diéu Khién ngay nay, xdy cdt don dinh lam ché cho
Thong sudt tham muu tri déng, lai ddt dinh Phién Trdan tai lan Tan Thudan
ngay nay, lam nha thu cho cdc quan Gidm qudn, Cai ba va Ky luc &, duoc
trai quan bdo ve, c6 rao gidu ngdn cdn han ché vao ra, ngoai ra thi cho dén
trung chiém, chia ldp ra lang xém, cho phé. Noi ddy nha & hén tap, duong
sd cho cong ché thdng, tam tuy tién cho dan ma chua kip phdn chia sia sang
cho ngdn ndp [ngudi viét nhan manh]. Chic Khon siy thay doi lam lan cing
dé y nhu vdy. Pén mua xudn nam At Mui (1775), doi vua Dué Tong (Nguyén
Phiic Thuan) thit 11, xa gid phdi chay dén tri ¢ thon Téan Khai. Mua thu ndm
Mau Thén (1788) ndm thi 11, budi dau doi Thé Té (Nguyén Phiic Anh) trung
hung, viéc binh con bé bén, ngai phdi tam tri noi don ci cia Téy Son & phia
dong séng Binh Duong dé cho nghi quan dudong dan.?

Viéc cai t6 hanh chéanh ctia Nguyén Anh bao goém ca cai cach té chic 1an
dinh ché cai tri. Vé t6 chiic, chia Nguyén chia lai dia gi6i cac tinh va xay dung
mot mang luéi giao thong, lién lac. Nhiing cai cach kinh t& da bién vung DPong
Nai tif mot khu vuic hoang vu, it nguoi ¢ thanh mot tiéu quoc tru phd. Vi mién
Nam 14 mot tam diém giao luu, mot khi tinh hinh an ninh dugc 6n dinh, céc
thuong thuyén qua lai buén ban dem dén nhiing mén tién 1én.

Trong mot thoi gian tuong doi ngan, d4t Pong Nai c6 thém nhiéu dai
16, dugc vé va tric dia theo kiéu T4y phuong, mot hé thong song dao quy
mo via thuan tién cho viéc giao thong, vita cdi cach hé thong thoat nudc dé
thuan héa mot khu vuc rong von chi 1a dam lay khong thé canh tac dugec.

Nhiing con dudong trong thanh phé ciing dugec mé theo duong thang va
néu dinh vi v6i ban d6 Sai Gon sau nay, ching ta con cé thé tim ra dugc
mot so6 dai 16 chinh. Nho cac phéng dé nay, khi ngusi Phap chiém Nam Ky,
viéc md rong thanh pho khong doi héi viéc tdi quy hoach toan bo khu vuc
ma chi ti€p ndi vao nhing cong trinh cii con dé dang hoic da thoai héa vi
da lau khong tu bé.

Theo nhiéu tai liéu ctia ngudi nuéc ngoai, mot s6 dinh ché phap luat
tuong d6i méi mé va cong binh duge ban hanh. Céc chinh quyén triéu dai
clia phuong Pong thuong khong minh bach vé luat 1é va danh quyén phén
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quyét cho cac quan lai. Vi th& dé c6 dugc nhitng dé dai, ciac thuyén budn
thudng phai biéu xén rat nhiéu cap, nhiéu lan vi chd nao ciing c6 thé gay
khé khén, hach sach lam ngén tré cong viéc.

2. Phat trién kinh té

Ngoai ¥ nghia giao thong, hé thong duong bd, dudng song ciing gidi
quyét viéc luong thuc, hau can dé cung tng cho chién tranh véi d6i phuong
¢ Pang Ngoai.

Theo Barrow, chia Nguyén c6 may nim tuong d6i binh yén" va nho
su ¢0 van cua Giam muc Pigneau de Béhaine, 6ng da doc toan luc vao viéc
kién tao dat nuéc. Ong xay dung mot nha mdy diém tiéu (salpetre) & Fen-
tan (Tsiompa) (?), md mang lién lac gitta nhiing vi tri quan yéu tir thanh phé
nay dén thanh pho khéc, va tréong cay hai bén dudng 14y béng mat.

Chta Nguyén ciing khuyén khich viéc tdi xay dung nhiing don dién trau
cau bi pha hiy vi chién tranh va khuyén khich viéc trong dau, nudi tam.
Ong danh mot ving dit 16n dé trong mia lam dudong va xay dung nhiing
xuéng lam keo, nhua trét va hic in [dung trong kj nghé déng thuyén].?

Tuy khong biét rd c6 nhiing cdi tién nao cho kinh té& dia phuong, nhung
ngay ca trong thoi ky suy thodi cling ¢6 rat nhiéu mét hang, dic biét gia ca
rat ré so vé6i cac quoc gia khac.

- Thit heo 3 xu (cents) mot pound (khoang 450gr).
- Thit bo 4 xu mot pound.
- Ga 50 xu mot ta [12 con].
- Vit 10 xu mot con.
- Triang 50 xu mot tram.
- Bo cau 30 xu mot ta.
- Tom ca 50 xu [da cho ca tau an].
- Nai 1 dollar 25 xu [mdt con].
- Khoai lang 30 xu [100 cul.
- Gao 1 dollar [mo6t thach, 150 pounds].
- Khoai 45 xu [mot thach].
- Cam 30 xu dén 1 dollar [100 qual.
- Chudi 2 xu [mot budng].®
- Buéi 50 xu [100 qual.
- Dua 1 dollar [100 qual].
- Chanh 50 xu [100 qua].*®
(Con nita)
NDC
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de I'’Annam et sur les résultats de I'occupation Frangaise, (Saigon, 1905)] tr. 20. Ciing theo
Folliot thi nhitng ngudi Au cé kién thiic va nang dong nay da giup 6ng xay dung mot doi
chi€n thuyén, phong thi thanh tri va xung phong gitp 6ng trong moi trudng hgp can dén sy
can trudng va thién chi clia ho (...Ces auxiliaires instruits et énergetiques lui construisirent
une flotte, lui fortifierent ses villes eit lui préterent dans toutes les circonstances I'appui de leur
courage et de leur dévouement).

... They were no less than to subdue the Kingdom of Cambodia with the whole peninsula as
far as Siam, and the Provinces belonging to Cochin China to the north now in the hands of
the Tonquinese. To effect these (and indeed it would be requisite) he wished much for the
assisstance of some English vessels, in_recompense for which he would make them such
grants of land for settlement as they might think proper. Tam dich: “...Phai lam sao chinh
phuc vuong quéc Cambodia va toan thé ban dao cho t6i tan Xiém La, cung [Idy lai] nhiing
tinh thudc Dang Trong & phia b4c nay dang & trong tay ngudi Dang Ngoai. Va dé thuc hién
dy tinh d6, 6ng (Nguy&n Nhac) mong dudc ngudi Anh gitip cho mot sé tau chién, va dé tra
lai thi dng s&n 16ng nhudng cho ho manh dat nao ho thay thich hogp dé tri déng.” Alastair
Lamb, The Mandarin Road to Old Hué: Narratives of Anglo-Vietnamese Diplomacy from the
17th century to the eve of the French Conquest (London: Chatto & Windus, 1970), tr. 100.
...and, through the translations into the Chinese character of the Encyclopedie by the Bishop
Adran, he has acquired no inconsiderable knowledge of European arts and sciences, among
which he is most attached to such as relate to navigation and ship-building.

...qua ban dich bd Encyclopedie sang chii Han do Giam muc Adran thuc hién, 6ng da thu
lugm dudc mot s6 kién thiic Tay phuong dang ké vé my thuat va khoa hoc trong dé hai
nganh &ng chu trong nhat la hai hanh va déng tau. John Barrow, A Voyage to Cochin China
(Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1975), tr. 277.

May nam trudc, ngudi viét tinh ¢cd mua dugc mét bd Encyclopedia Britannica &n ban lan thi
nhat gém 3 quyén ding nhu miéu ta trong cac ngudn tai liéu vé lich st clia cac bo bach khoa
t dién, trén mai trang cé nhiing vét & cla gidy dé lau nam, va trong suét gan 3.000 trang
sach khéng thay chi tiét nao dé cap dén viéc tai ban nhu nhiing sach vé chup lai clia cac tai
li&u hi€m quy trén thi trudng. Trong cudn llI, phan hinh vé vé Midwifery [d& dé&] van con day
du [l1a phAn ma vé sau bi loai trii vi lién quan dén thai sén] cho ching ta thay trinh do y thuat
ctia Au Chau thé ky XVIII.

John Blofeld, Bangkok (TIME-LIFE International, 1979), tr. 10.

Viéc khoi phuc lai vuang quéc Xiém La thanh céng chinh vi quan Mién chi cuép boc tai vat
va bat ngudi vé lam nd 1& ma khong cé y dinh chiém déng dat dai, tuong tu nhu quan Tay
San khi vao Gia Binh hay ra Thang Long véi chd dich thu gép chién Igi phé°m, tién bac roi lai
rat vé, nén sau khi dich di khoi thi chua Nguyén lai c6 cd hdi héi sinh.

Cac sl gia Thai Lan cling vi qua dé cao viéc phuc qudc clia Taksin nén khéng chu trong dén
yé&u t8 Mién Bién dang c6 chién tranh véi Trung Hoa, tuong tu nhu truéng hop chia Nguyén
nh& vao mau thuan ctia Nguyén Nhac - Nguyén Hué va viéc triéu dinh Quang Trung dang
vuéng méc vao van dé ngoai giao véi Thanh triéu.

Blofeld, Bangkok, Sdd, tr. 10. Chung t6i cho réng, khi Ly Céng U&n Ién ngéi, 6ng cling ddi
db tu Hoa Lu ra Thang Long vGi cung mét y nghia va muc tiéu nhu viéc vua Rama | chon
Bangkok lam kinh dé mdi.

(10) Trinh Hoai Blc, Gia Dinh thanh théng chi [ban dich Ly Viét Ding] (Bién Hoa: Nxb Téng hop

DPéng Nai, 2005), tr. 216.

(11) John Barrow, sdd, tr. 273. John Barrow ghi lai theo I8i tudng thuat clia ngudi khac nén nhiéu

chd khoéng chinh xac, nhat 1a nién biéu. Ong chép réng hai ndm binh an dé 1a 1797 va 1798
nhung thuc ra day 1a hai nam chién sy dang cang thang. Hai nam ma chta Nguyén dugc
thong th& dé cling ¢8 luc lugng phai l1a nam 1789 va 1790 khi Ba Pa Loc vua & Phap vé,
Nguyé&n Hué dang ban giao thiép véi nha Thanh nén chua tinh chuyén danh vao nam.

(12) John Barrow, sdd, tr. 273-4.
(13) Mién Nam goi la mot quai chudi.
(14) John White, A Voyage to Cochin China (Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1972), tr. 228.
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TOM TAT

Cho dén nay, viéc nghién ctiu, danh gia vai tro clia Giam muc Ba Da Loc déi véi su nghiép
khoi phuc vuang triéu Nguyén van con la mot dé tai ma véi nhiéu y kién va lap trudng khac nhau,
bénh va chéng. Nhiéu ngudi két an Giam muc Ba Da Léc ¢6 dau 6c thyc dan da mé dudng cho
cudc xam lang Viét Nam cula thuc dan Phap nhung s8 khac lai cho réng éng thuan tay chi la mot
vi thira sai, nhiing viéc éng giup Nguyén Anh ngoai tinh ban cling chi nhdm muc tiéu dugc dé
dang hon trong viéc truyén gido sau nay.

Trong bién khéo nay, tac gia diém lai kha chi tiét vai trd ctia Giam muc Ba Da Loc va nhiing
nguai Au khac trong viéc du nh&p van minh phuong Tay vao cong cudc céi cach cla Nguyén
Anh tai vung dat Gia Dinh. Theo tac gia, vao cudi thé ky 18, tai mién Nam nudc ta da hinh thanh
mot qudc gia véi day dd co ché, dung hgp thuc luc ban dia véi ba nguon ngoai luc: ti Trung Hoa
clia nhiing ngudi di dan gé¢c nha Minh, ti Xiém La ma Nguyen Anh da luu ngu rut tia kinh nghiém
chién dau, ti Tay phudng do cac vi thua sai va nhiing ngudi Au Chau sang giup.

Nhiing yé&u t& &y da tao cho Viét Nam mot ca hoi rd rang dé canh tan va dat Gia Dinh 1a mot
thi diém rat t6t néu dudgc tiép tuc tién hanh nhiing cai cach ma Giam muc B4 Pa Loc dua ra. Dang
tiéc 1a, sau khi danh dé dugc nha Tay Son, vua Gia Long va con chau 6ng lai theo dudi chinh sach
bai Tay phUGng nga theo Trung Hoa, h&u nhu loai trif moi ti€n bé ma ho c6 dugc trong thdi gian
phuc quéc dé quay vé md hinh nha Thanh, mét md hinh quan ch 16i thdi va hi bai.

ABSTRACT

THE CONTRIBUTION OF BISHOP PIGNEAU DE BEHAINE TO THE REFORM IN GIA DINH

So far, the research and evaluation on the role of bishop Pigneau de Behaine to the
restoration of the Nguyé&n dynasty is still an open subject with different protecting and opposing
viewpoints. Many scholars accused him of having colonial mind and paving the way for the French
aggression, others discussed that he was a pure missionary whose aim of helping Nguyén Anh,
apart from the friendship between them, was to facilitate his missionary work afterwards.

In this article, the author gives a fairly detailed review of the role of bishop Pigneau de
Behaine and other European people in the application of European civilization to the reform of
Nguyé&n Anh in the area of Gia Dinh. According to the author, in late eighteenth century, there
was the forming of a nation in the South combining internal forces with the three external factors
coming from China, i.e. immigrants coming into the South following the fall of the Ming dynasty,
from Siam (Thailand) where Nguy&n Anh learnt from fighting experience during his stay there,
and from Europe through the help of missionaries and other Europeans.

Those factors had given Vietnam a clear opportunity to innovate, and the area of Gia Pinh
would have been a good model of carrying out the innovation presented by bishop Pigneau
de Behaine. Unfortunately, after overthrowing the Tay Son dynasty, Emperor Gia Long and his
successors pursued the anti-western policy, almost eliminating every progress they had made
during the time of regaining the country and returning to the ruling model of the Qing Dynasty, an
obsolete and corrupt monarchy.



