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LANG BA-NA TRONG SACH NGUOT BA-NA 0' KONTUM
CUA NGUYEN KINH CHI - NGUYEN PONG CHI

Nguyén Ngoc”

Nam 2008 toi c6 tham gia viéc xuat ban sach Rung nguoi thuong cia Henri
Maitre, viét nam 1912, dugc coi 1a cong trinh khao sat Tay Nguyén cong phu va
toan dién nhat cho dén tan ngay nay. Sach do Vién Vién Pong bac c6 ¢ Ha Noi phoi
hop v6i Nha xuét ban Tri thic 4n hanh. Nguti dich la Luu Dinh Tuén, t6i nhan
phan h1eu dinh va viét “Pham 1&”. C6 mot Ban khoa hoc duge thanh 1ap dé xi ly
nhiing van dé khoa hoc lién quan dén viéc dich va in sach. Ching tdi gép ngay mot
van dé: trong nguyén ban tiéng Phép, sach cé tén 1a Les jungles moi, c6 thé dich 1a
R moi hay Riing moi. Ban khoa hoc can nhic, thay dé ti moi ngay trén bia sach sé
dé gay soc, nén quyét dinh ban dich ra tiéng Viét sé c6 tén trén bia 1a Rung nguoi
thuong, tuy nhién bén trong sach thi gid nguyen tu moi dung nhu nguyén ban, va sé
n6i ro ly do trong “Pham l”’ Bugc giao giai thich diéu nay trong “Pham 1¢7, 1:61 da
viét rang theo toi tif moi von ban dau khong hé c6 y nghia xau. N6 bt ngudn tir tir
tomoi trong tiéng Ba-na (Bahnar), c6 nghia la khich. Téi da biét ti nay khi song &
vung Ba-na. C4n thén, t6i tim tra thém T dién Bahnar-Phdp cha Guilleminet; theo
Guilleminet, tomoi dugc dich sang tiéng Phap c6 cac nghia sau: hote (khach), invité
d’'un autre village (khach dugc moi tir mot lang khac dén), étranger (la, nguoi 1a),
ennemi (thu, ké thu), pays étranger (nude khac, ngoai quoc). Nhitng ngudi phuong
Tay dau tién lén Tay Nguyén 1a cac Linh muc Thién chda gido; khi bi triéu dinh
nha Nguyén truy dudi ho tim dudng 1én ving cao nguyén mién T4y dé tranh khing
bd, va truyén dao vao nguvi ban dia nhim xay dung co sé lau dai. Sau nhiéu nd luc
that bai, ho dén dugc ving ngudi Ba-na ¢ Kon Tum, 14p xt dao Kon Tum, la xi dao
Thién chda gido dau tién tai day, dén nay van la xi dao Thién chia 16n nhat va
quan trong nhat ¢ Tay Nguyén. B4y gio nhiing nguoi Ba-na Kon Tum dén gip céc
nha truyén gido thudng xung la tomoi, 1a khach. Cac nha truyén gido lai hiéu ring
day 1a ho tu gidi thiéu tén toc ngudi cha ho. Vé sau dan dan tién t6 to bi rét di, con
lai moi, moi nghiém nhién tré thanh tén goi ngudi ban dia. Nguoi Phap goi 1a moi,
nguoi Viét goi 1a moi, hoan toan 12 mot danh xung. Moi chi mang y nghia x4u khi
quan hé gitia nguoi Viét véi nguoi ban dia Tay Nguyén nhuém mau sic khinh miét,
va ghép v6i ro la ti Han Viét thanh moi ro.. Khi Rung nguoi thuong ra doi, doc
“Pham 1&”, mot s6 nha dan toc hoc & Ha Noi bdo ring to6i 1a nguvi duy nhat giai
thich ngudn gdc cta tir moi nhu vay. Ho c6 mot gid thuyét khac, theo ho moi bt
ngudn tif ti mol trong tiéng Muong cé nghia 14 ngudi. Toi khong phai 14 nha dan
toc hoc hay nha ngon ngit hoc, t6i chi xin néu cau héi: néu moi xuat phat ti tir mol
clia ngudi Mudng, mot toc nguvi song & phia Béc, thi tai sao cac toc ngudi thiéu s
mién nai nhu Tay, Nung, Dao, Thai, Lo Lo, Sdn Diu, v.v... cing song & phia Bic, gan
ngudi Muong hon nhiéu, it nhat vé dia ly, khong bao git dude goi 1a moi, ma chi c6
cac toc nguoi ban dia Tay Nguyén xa tit ¢ phia Nam méi mang tén moi?

To6i doc Nguoi Ba-na é Kon Tum tit may chuc nam truéc. Nhu ta déu biét, khi
d6 no6 c6 tén nguyén goc 1a Moi Kontum. Khi duge Vién Vién Pong bac c6 ¢ Ha Noi
phoi hop véi Nha xuat ban Tri thic tdi ban ndm 2011, né ciing c6 mot Ban khoa
hoc, va cdi ban 4y ciing gap van dé ding nhu & Rung nguoi thuong bon ndm trude.

* Nha van, Dai hoc Phan Chau Trinh.
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Moi Kontum dugc d6i tén thanh Nguoi Ba-na ¢ Kon Tum. Lan nay téi ciing dugc
tham gia Ban khoa hoc nhung khong phai viét gidi thich gi trong “Pham 1&” niia,
vi da c6 hai ngudi day du uy tin vé thuc t& va khoa hoc hon t6i rat nhiéu tra 1oi,
ti nam 1937, nghia la truéc day dén nhiing.. 74 ndm. D6 1a Nguyén Kinh Chi va
Nguyén Dong Chi, hai nha dan toc hoc “tai ti” ma cuc ky tai ning. Ngay trong tac
phdm Moi Kontum cla minh, dic sic dén mic ngay nay doc lai khong khéi khién
chiing ta kinh ngac, cac 6ng da bay té y kién vé chuyén nay. Cac 6ng viét nhu sau
¢ mot cha thich dau chuong Nhdn ddn: “Cha ‘Moi’ 6 dau ra? Xét trong tiéng noi ciia
nguoi Bahnar cé tiéng ‘tomoi’ nghia la khdch. Nguoi Bahnar dung tiéng dy dé chi
nhiing nguoi lang khdc hodc bo lac khdc dén lang hodc bo lac minh. Vi du nguoi
Djarai hodc Xodang dén xi Bahnar thi nguoi Bahnar kéu la tomoi Djarai, tomoi
Xodang nghia la khdch Djarai, khdch Xodang. Nguoi Annam dén xi ho, ho ciing
kéu la tomoi. Vay theo thién kién chiing toi thoi tiéng moi c6 lé & trong tiéng tomoi
ctia nguoi Bahnar ma ra, chit khong phdi mot tiéng ma nguoi Annam ddt ra dé ché
nhao gidng nguoi & trén rung nui, nhu nhiéu nguoi néi. C6 1é khi nguoi Annam
mdi giao thiép véi nguoi Bahnar, thuong nghe nhiing thi tiéng tomoi Djarai, tomoi
Xodang, v.v..., béen bdt chude ma néi theo. Lan lan lai bé tiéng to’ ma chi giit ldy
tieng ‘moi’ (vi tiéng minh la tiéng doc dm). Sau lau ngay tiéng ‘moi’ héa ra mot
tiéng chi tén chung cho cd dén thé trudc é trén ring vé phia Nam, ciing nhu nhiing
tiéng ‘Mdn, Muong’ & ngoai Bdc. Hai tiéng nay cting la tiéng ctia thé nhon ma ta
dung theo. Con nhu ngay nay nguoi Annam dung nhiing tiéng: Moi, Mdn, Muong
dé chi nguoi hodc viéc cé tinh chdt kho dai thi khéng khdc chi nguoi Phdp dung
tiéng ‘chinoiserie’ dé chi nhiing viéc ky qudc khé hiéu”.V

M4y muoi nam trude doc Moi Kontum, toi da khong cha y dén chi thich nay,
chi rat thich tha véi nhitng khéo sat chinh x4c, ti mi va mo6 ta hét sic song dong
clia cdc tdc gid vé ngudi Ba-na, xa hoi va doi song ctia ho. Ngay nay doc lai Nguoi
Ba-na & Kon Tum, gip chu thich nay, t6i mitng thay hai tdc gia tiing trai c6 y kién
gan giii minh vé goc tich tif moi. Ping ra sau khi da tim thay goc cta moi ti tomoi,
c4ch gidi thich tiép cta hai 6ng c6 khac toi: tdi cho ring cdc gido si phuong Tay la
nhitng ngudi dau tién nham tir tomoi ra moi, réi moi. Hai ong thi cho rang chinh
nhiing nglI(‘ji Viét (bay giﬁf 12 nhiing thuong 14i di budén ban & mién nui) nghe nguoi
Ba-na goi nguoi Gia-rai (DJaral) Xo-dang (Sedang) la tomoi, tit d6 ma dan dén
tu moi.. Nay nghl lai t6i thay c6 1& cach giai thich cta hai 6ng ding hon. O ban
dé Pang Trong cia Alexandre de Rhodes da thdy ghi Ke Moi, Ké Moi, trén vung
dat nay la Tay Nguyén. Ta biét A. de Rhodes dén Dang Trong s6m hon thoi gian
c4dc nha truyén gido bi triéu dinh Hué khiing b6 phéi chay lén ving Ba-na ¢ Kon
Tum. R4t c6 thé Rhodes by gio ngdi ¢ Hoi An, noi ong lam chi Quoc ngu’ da nghe
nhiing nguoi thUO'ng lai Quang Nam chuyen di buon ¢ mién thu’o’ng néi vé vung moi
trén ciac dday nui phia tay.. Nhan xét cia Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén Déng Ch1
chi riéng vé mot chi tiét rat nhé 1a cach goi tén ngudi Tay Nguyén théi, cho théfy
cac ong da quan sat, suy nghi rat kj va c6 nhan xét rat tinh té.

Tuy nhién d6i v6i tir tomoi, van dé khong chi c6 thé. Hay trd lai v6i cach giai
thich tif nay ctia Guilleminet. Guilleminet dich n6 sang tiéng Phép 1a hote (khéach),
invité d’un autre village (khach dugc moi tit mot lang khac dén), tic rat than thién.
Doéng thoi ong ciing chi ra mot nghla khac, hoan toan ngugc lai: tomoi cang co nghia
1a ennemi, thu, ké thu. C6 diéu gi chung gitta hai nghia trong chiing rat doi nghich
nay? Co. Ay la va Guilleminet da ciing chi ra: tomoi con c6 nghia, va han day la
nghia goc, can ban clta no: étranger, la, ké la, (nudc) la, (nuéc) ngoai. Trong tat
ca cac nghia khac nhau cta tomoi, khach, thii, déu c6 chung yé&u t6 nay: la, ngoai,
khong phai minh. Pay chinh 14 mot kh4i niém nhan sinh rit quan trong trong quan
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hé gitta nhitng con nguoi hay nhiing tap doan nguti v6i nhau: khai niém la, khac.
Nguoi la, nguti ngoai, nguoi khac. Khong phai ta, khac ta, § ngoai ta. Khac ta cé
thé 1a ban, ciing c6 thé 1a thu. Khong thé khong chot nghi dén cau néi néi tiéng
cua Jean Paul Sartre trong v6 kich Huis clos (Xt kin): L’enfer, c’est les autres (Pia
nguc, ay 1a ké khac). Doi véi ta, ké khéc 1a dia nguc. Trong mot moi trudong xa hoi
dao ddc nao doé, ké khac 1a hoan toan xa la, d6i khang, tdm tdi, bat kha tri. T4t
nhién ta hiéu, day la cai “ta”, cai “t6i” dugc dinh hinh dén cao @0, dén tuyét doi cta
phuong Tay hién dai.. Nguoi Ba-na, ngudi Tay Nguyén ciing c6 mot tif nhiéu nghia
dé biéu hién quan niém nay. Vay quan niém d6 cla nguoi TaAy Nguyén, ngudi Ba-na
12 nhu thé& nao? C6 1&8 mot trong nhitng chuong quan trong nhat, hay va ciing tha vi
nhat cha sach Moi Kontum la chuong Huong thon giao té, trong dé hai tac gia néi
vé lang Ba-na. Céc ong viét, bdng biing mot giong khang dinh dit khoat va hé héi:
“Ddu to hay nhé, moi lang Ba-na la mét tiéu qudc gia hoan toan déc lap, khong phuc
tung duéi quyén théng tri nao khdc”.? Chuong nay, y tuéng nay, khdm ph4 nay sé
14 trung tam cla toan bd cong trinh, nhitng chuong sau, ciach nay cach khac déu gan
v6i no, tiép tuc trién khai, cu thé héa y tudng trung tam dé. Cac ong khing dinh:
trong xa hoi Ba-na, khong c6 gi ¢ trén lang, lang khong phuc tung quyén uy nao cao
hon chinh né. P61 véi nguoi Ba-na, lang 1a don vi xa hoi cao nhat. Nhan day ciing
xin néi thém, trong tat ca cidc ngdn ngii cla cic toc nguvi Tay Nguyén, khong tim
thay tir chi don vi cao hon lang (Trong tiéng Gia-rai c6 tir £’ring chi lién minh mot
s6 lang, nhung day chi 1a lién minh nhat thoi khi ¢6 nhu cau cung d6i phé véi mot
thach thic nao d6; khi thach thic d6 qua roi thi #ring cling tan. T’ring khong phai
1a mot don vi xa hoi, khong cé 1lanh thé va t6 chiic hanh chinh tuong tng).

Néu lang la don vi x4 hoi cao nh4t, bén trén né khong con cé gi khéc, vay bén
dudi né thi sao? La ca trong cac lang Kon Tum va séng cung ho (sau day ta sé noéi
vé su la ca doc ddo nay), Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén Péng Chi ké cho ching ta
biét vé cudc song thuc clia ngudi Ba-na. Loi ké nhe nhang, mot cai nhin vui vé va
than mat, mdt quan sat ci nhu thodng qua, nhung lai cham t6i mot tinh chat sau
sdc, dén miic co ban cta xa hoi nay. Céc ong viét: “Bdt ludn la ba con hay nguoi
dung, nguoi Bahnar da & chung mét lang thi ho doéi ddi (ddi) véi nhau thédn mdt
ldm. Lic vui mung, khi hogn nan déu cung nhau san sé. Lai c6 mét 161 tinh cdm
lien lac dén lang véi nhau mét cach huyén bi. Ngay nay con thdy mot doi ddu vét.
Vi du nhu trong lang cé mét doi trai gdi chua thanh vo thanh chéng ma dn ndm
v6i nhau thoi cd lang déu bi ldy jolam jolu (6 ué vé tinh than). Tai sao vdy? La vi
nguoi Bahnar coi xd héi minh nhu than thé nguoi ta. Mbi cd nhéan la mot phdan ti
ctia doan thé cing nhu ngii quan tu chi, v.v... la phdn ti cia than nguoi. Néu mot
phdn ti pham déu (diéu) khong tét thoi khéng khdc gi doan thé pham vao déu dy
va cde phdn ti khdc phdi chiu ldy dnh huéng xdu.

Cing béi mot lé dé ma mot nguoi 6 doan thé nay lam hai mét nguoi & doan
thé kia thoi ho coi nhu cd doan thé trudc lam hai doan thé sau. Cdi thu riéng cia
méi nguoi tré thanh cdi thu chung cd bon va ho cé thé ria thu vao mot phan ti
nao bén nghich cing duoc khong can doi nguoi cé 16i..”.®

Vay dé, bén dudi lang ciing khong c6 gi nita, khong con c6 gi thap hon lang.
Khong c6 don vi xa hoi nao nita. Ca nhan khong phai 1a mot don vi xa hoi, n6 hoa
tan trong lang, tu dong nhat vé6i lang, dong nhat s6 phan ctia minh véi sd phan
cia lang. Mot su déng nhat dén tuyét doi, dén mic hé mot ngudi dau, mot ngudi
giy 6 ué, thi ciing nhu mot phan ti nao dé cta “ngii quan ti chi” dau hay nhiém
doc, ca co thé tic ca lang déu dau, déu nhiém doc. Pong nhat dén mic khi mot
ngudi, tic mdt phan ti cla ngii quan td chi bi xAm pham thi tic cd lang bi xam
pham, va tra thu vao bat ci phan ti nao ctia ngii quan ti chi bén kia ciing dugc roi!
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Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén Péng Chi dung tinh tir “huyén bi”,’ nghia 1a né, tic
lang, yéu t& lang, tinh than va cdm quan vé lang, 4n rat sau dam, tan trong cin
cot cta xa hoi, trong m4u thit cha ting con nguoi, dén thanh ban ning, ban chait,
vuot qua cd y thic. Ciing chinh né tao nén su gin két khong gi lay chuyén dugc,
stic manh bén viing va trudng ton ctia xa hoi Ba-na.

Nhan ra mot cich sau sic va sinh dong tinh chat nay cta xa hoi Ba-na, tir d6
hai téc gia mo ta va gidi thich rat thuyét phuc mot loat hién tugng xa hoi 16n nhé
¢ day. Chang han quan niém cta ngudi Ba-na vé luat phap, vé toi pham va hinh
phat. Nhu da thdy, Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén DPéng Chi nhic dén khai niém
jolam jolu, 6 u& vé miét tinh than.® Ngudi Ba-na hét siic coi trong joldm jolu. Doi
vGi nguoi Ba-na, toi pham la gi? Mot hanh vi bi coi la pham toi khi né gay ra joldm
jolu cho cong dong lang.® Cu thé hon nita ngudi ta néi rdng né lam 6 ué dat lang,
0 ué€ moi trudng sdng cua con ngudi, 6 ué tu nhién noi con ngudi song, tic 1a lang,
bao g6m noi cong dong lang cu tra va cac loai ring ndi hop thanh khong gian lang
(cai ma UNESCO da rat tinh t&€ nhan ra khi cong nhan di sdn van héa thé giéi cia
Tay Nguyén, khong phéi 1a cong chiéng, ciing khoéng phal la A&m nhac cong chiéng,
ma 1a khong gian vdan héa cong chiéng, tic khong gian lang, v4i ring cua lang)
Khi tu nhién, tic khéng g1an van hoéa, khong gian sinh tén 4y cta con Ilgl,l'O'l bi 6 ué
thi dong chay von hai hoa cia né bi roi loan, s& gy ra tai hoa va dau khé cho “ ngu
quan ti chi” cta lang, cia moi con nguoi, mdi con ngudi trong lang. Quan niém vé
toi nhu vay, nén quan niém vé hinh phat ciing khac thuong. Khi toa 4n cta lang xi
toi thi khong phai nham triing tri mot cd nhan nao, ma muc dich quan trong nhat
va duy nhat 14 tdy di su 6 ué da nhiém lén lang, nham khéi phuc su trong sach va
dong chdy hai hoa ctaa tu nhién. Cho nén, dang nhu cac tac gia Moi Kontum nhan
xét, toa an lang bao gio cling di dén hoa gii, ca lang cung lam 1& xin 18i c4c yang,
tic xin 16i tu nhién. Puong nhién ngudi da giy ra 6 ué phai déng gép nhiéu hon
trong 1& hién sinh ta 18i nay. Va con c6 diéu quy dinh: sau d6, khong ai dugc nhic
lai chuyén cii nita. Hai hoa dugc khoi phuc hoan toan..” Mot nén tu phap nhu vay
nhan ban, tot dep biét bao. Cham chi quan sat, tran trong va khong mot chit dinh
kién, ngay 4y Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén Pong Chi da phat hién ra va ngac nhién
vi tinh chit nhan ban tham thiy 4y, chan thanh cdm phuc mot nén dao dic xa hoi,
mot nén van minh cao dep dén vay & nhiing con ngudi van bi coi 14 moi rg. Va day la
dong co chinh cta cong trinh dang kinh ngac hai dng dé lai cho ching ta ngay nay.

O day con c6 diém nén chd y: & trén ta thay c6 mot chd Nguydn Kinh Chi va
Nguyén Pong Chi nhic dén bo lac, nhung roi chi mot 1an 4y, hai 6ng khong tré lai
v6i chuyén bo lac nita.® Cac dng da cdm nhén ra mot diéu quan trong Bo lac c6 ton
tai, du’o’ng nh1en nhUng khong thanh mot don vi x hoi. Khong c6 thiét ché clua
bo lac va bo may dé duy tri, van hanh thiét ché& ds (O toc ngudi Gia-rai - c6 thé ca
E-dé (Rhadé) - thi c6, v6i hé thong thi tdc chat ché va phic tap, ma phan anh vao
thiét ché& xa hoi l1a he thong Pétao...). Trong y thu’c va trong thuc t&, lang dam hon,
quan trong hon bo lac. N6 la trung tdm caa doi s6ng Ba-na. Ngoai lang 1a tomoi,
14 moi, moi. Pén day c6 thé c6 mot nhan xét hoi budn cudi: nhu vay trong cach
nghi va ding theo cach néi cda minh, nguti Ba-na coi (va goi) nguti Viét - va nguoi
thudc cdc toc nguvi khéc - 1a tomoi, moi, trong khi ta nham 1an coi va goi ngugc lai!

Theo t6i, vé van dé trung tdm nay, hai tdc gid Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén
Péng Chi, qua tac phdm Moi Kontum, da di tru6c hon nita thé ky. Cac tdc gid Phap
cung thoi v6i cac 6ng chua ai té ra that quan tdm va néi rd vé diéu nay. Henri
Maitre c¢6 nhan thdy Tay Nguyén gom cac lang doc lap roi rac. Nhung thay ro
tinh chat ctia quan hé bén trén va nhat 1a bén dudi ctia né thi chua, nén ciing chua
nhan ra tinh ch4t va vai tro t& bao ctia lang trong co cau xa hoi Tay Nguyén, chua
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nhin rd duge tinh chat cia quan hé lang véi c4 nhan. Con cdc nha dan toc hoc ta
néi chung, theo chd toi dugc biét, hon nita thé ky sau méi di dén khang dinh lang
1a don vi x4 hoi co ban va duy nhat, 1a t&€ bao co ban cta toan bd clu tric xa hoi
Tay Nguyén cd truyén. Ciing xin néi rd: céi duge goi 1a “c6 truyén” d6 thuc té& con
kéo dai dén tan nam 1975. Chinh né 1a yéu t& quan trong nhit tao nén sic manh
bén viing ky la cha Tay Nguyén, ca trong chién tranh chong My, dac biét ac liét 6
chién trudng trong diém Tay Nguyen Trong chién tranh, lang ¢ day bi danh pha
dit doi, nhiéu khi dén tan nat, c6 lang bi bing di xa hang 1 nhidu trim cdy s0, nhung
rat ky la, lang khong chét, co cdu lang van con, lang vAn phat huy tron ven téc
dong ctia n6. Xa hoi van dl’mg viing. Xin néi rd didu nay: cho dén nam 1975 co ciu
x4 hoi Tay Nguyén vé co ban con nguyén ven. D§ v& 1a vé sau...

Nhan day ciing xin néi dén mot quan sat va khang dinh chinh xdc cia hai
tac gia Moi Kontum, ma tan cho dén ngay nay nhiing nguoi xay dung va thuc thi
chinh s4ch & Tay Nguyén van con nham lan: theo cac 6ng, ngudi Ba-na khong hé
du cu (va ciing khong du canh). Céac 6ng viét nhat quyét: “Ho &n ¢ nhat dinh, cha
khong ray day mai d6!”. Budn thay, suét 40 ndm qua chinh nhén dinh hoi hot va
gido diéu coi ngudi Ba-na (va Tay Nguyén néi chung) du cu du canh da 1a co sé cho
mot chinh sach hang dau va 16n nhat dugc thuc hién rao riét khap Tay Nguyén:
ép budc dinh canh dinh cu, thuc t& 1a don dan don lang, khong it khi dén tan bao!
Thém mot tac dong sai trai lam xdo tron va dé vd cau tric lang. Khong ai chiu doc
lai Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén DPéng Chi cdn than mot chat truée khi buse chan
lén Tay Nguyén va ra tay “cai tao” cudc song cho nhitng “ngudi moi lac hau” trén
ay dé quyét dan dit ho dén “van minh” cho bang tal..

Trong thuc t€&, tif sau ndm 1975, viéc nhan thic cham tré, sai lac, khong hiéu
va khong coi trong vai tro, vi tri va co cdu lang, khong than trong xi ly d6i vdéi
van dé nay trong phéat trién, da dan dén pha v& té bao lang & Tay Nguyén, lam
d6 v& ca cdu tric chung cha xa hoi, lai chinh trong ldc Tay Nguyén dang phai doi
mit v6i thach thic chua timg c6 ctia hién dai héa va thi truong, dua né vao thé bi
tan cong ca hai phia, c6 thé néi khién xa hoi nay lam vao joldm jolu, roi loan dén
do kho quay trg lai.

Qua 1a trong Moi Kontum, cac tac gid chua néi nhiéu va kj dén nén tang
vat chat va kinh t€& cta lang, van dé sé dudc cdc nha dan toc hoc trong nuée vé
sau nghién cdu va xdc dinh ro hon. Nén tang d6 1a quyén sé hitu tap thé cta cong
dong lang doi véi dat va rung. Riung 1a cta lang, tung lang, cu thé va chat ché. O
Tay Nguyén von khong hé c6 riing vo chi, khong mot tdc ring nao 1a vo chi. Lang
ton tai bén viing trén cii chan dé sé hitu nay. Quoc hitu héa toan bd dat, rung Tay
Nguyén, tic 1a bing di mat cai chan dé& dé, dua thuc thé lang vao thé treo lo ling
trén mot khodng trong khong nguy hiém, khién né tat sup d6. Lang tré thanh
tomoi clia chinh né, xa la v6i chinh né. Van héa tat ciing khong thé con, néu khong
phdi 14 mot thi van héa ciing khong cé chan, van héa gia, suy tan va kho cin.

C6 lac toi da nghi, c¢6 thé vé van ching: gid nhu hom nay Nguyén Kinh Chi va
Nguyén Péng Chi trd lai vé6i cac lang Ba-na than thiét cla cdc 6ng, la ca cung ba
con nhu hon 70 nim truéc, cic dng s& cdm thay thé nao? Chic tat ca nhiing ai tiing
song & Tay Nguyén déu c6 thé hinh dung: mot cdm gidc budn nang né. Lang diu hiu,
lang ting va ngo ngéac. Ban in Ngwaz Ba-na ¢ Kon Tum da gidi thiéu mot suu tap
anh nguoi Ba-na thoi Kinh Chi va DPong Chi. Nhin Jai ma xem, ho that dep Vam

vd, ran chac tuoi tan, va nhat 1a binh tinh, tu tin. Ay la khi ho con hoan toan lam
chu cudc song ciia ho, trong lang cda ho, giita riing clia ho, trude thién nhién cda ho.
Hbi 4y - khi hai nha dan tdc hoc nghiép du va tai ti cia ching ta dén véi ho - ho
con ngheo, chua giau, cing chua “van minh” nhu hom nay, lang cia ho chua c¢6 dién,
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tham chi c6 thé chua biét dién 1a gi, néi chi dén truyén thanh truyén hinh va céc
thi tan thoi hom nay..., nhung rd rang ho hoan toan chu dong, rat dang hoang trong
cudc song tu cht va tu do cia ho. Va hanh phic. Pén Ba-na, dén T4y Nguyén hom
nay, khong thé tu gidu di cdm gidc va suy nghi: ta da 1am nhu thé nao d6, véi tat ca
su gitip d& cham chi, cadm cui, t4n tuy cda ching ta, tham chi nhu chinh ta néi: “cAm
tay chi viéc” cho ho... vi ho “moi r¢” lac hau 1am..., dé rdi sau bao nhiéu nam, sau 40
nam ké tir 1975, ho tré thanh thu dong, ngo ngac trong chd, mat hét tu tin... gita
mot tu nhién da bi tan ph4 dén tham hai, trong ngoi lang ma ho khong con 1am chu
dugc dat va riing ctia minh cho nén cac thiét ché da ddm bao sic manh, su bén viing
trudng ton ctia né, néu con thi ciing chi 1a hinh thic, gid, danh lia, v6 hiéu qua..

Khi4c biét bao nhiéu thoi Moi Kontum cia Nguyén Kinh Chi - Nguyén DPéng
Chi! Poc Moi Kontum, khong thé khong bi 16i kéo vi niém hao hing tuoi réi cla
ngudi viet. Han vi stc tré, niém vui tim toi, kham phd ham hé va day thuong yéu
cia ho. Ciing han vi niém hanh phic téa ra tir chinh déi tugng ma ho quan sat va
kham ph4. Ho dugc chinh d6i tugng 4y, sdc séng rang rd téa ra tir doi tuong Ay
chinh phuc. Thoat tién 12 Nguyén Kinh Chi (1899-1986), vi Bac si tré duoc gti 1én
lam viéc 6 mién thugng du xa x6i. Khong it 1an nghé y da dan dén dan toc hoc, nhu
14 hai nganh ho hang. Vi ching déu cham chu vao con nguvi. Riéng § Tay Nguyén
da ting c6 Béac si Jouin, nguoi phu trach y t& § Pdk Lik, 1a nha Tay Nguyén hoc
say mé va uyén tham, nguoi da ggi y cho Georges Condominas di vao toc nguoi
Mnong Gar (M'non Gar) dé réi ching ta c6 dugc tac phdm Ching toi dn ring tuyét
voi; cling 12 ngudi huéng dan cho nha nit todn hoc Anne de Hautecloque Howe di
vao nghién ctu hé thong thi toc va bao toc phuc tap, tinh t& ctia E-de dé cho ra doi
cubn sach doc ddo Nguoi E-de, mot xa hoi méu quyén. Cé thé chic chin viéc tiép
xic véi cac bénh nhan Ba-na va lam viéc véi céc y ta Ba-na, song song véi viéc doc
cac sach viét vé ngudi Ba-na, dic biét cia Gido si Dourisboure, cung nhiing 1an di
vao tan cac lang xa rai rac trong ndi chita bénh cho dén, da kich thich tri to mo
cua B4c si Kinh Chi. Tu to mo, dén ngac nhién, réi cdm phuc, ong thay cén duoc
thong truyén dén moi ngU(n trLIorc hét dén dong bao ngudi Viét clia dng niém tam
dic va tinh yéu méi cta ong Ong quyét dinh khéi xudéng mot cong trinh nghlen
ctiu that su nghlem tic vé mot nén vin minh anh em hét suc dang tran trong, ma
ong thdy can c6 su cong téc clia ngudi em Bong Chi ndm ay méi 18 tudi, con ¢ dudi
qué. Ong goi Bong Chi 1én, va hai anh em cung bét tay vao cong viéc.

Ho thanh mot cap doi that tuyét. Cé thé hinh dung ma khong s¢ qu4 sai: Bac
si Kinh Chi chia sé v6i em nhiing suy nghi vé ngudi Ba-na va du tinh ctia minh.
Anh thanh nién DPéng Chi ti€p nhan va nhap cudc rat nhanh. Ci nhu anh dugc
sinh ra dé lam chinh cong viéc nay. Anh sé 1a ngudi cht yéu lam viéc trén thuc
dia, miét mai say mé thu gom tu liéu, dé€ hai anh em cling cim cui phan tich, danh
gid, chiém nghiém, nhan dinh, téng hop.. Ta biét trong quan sat va diéu tra dan
toc hoc c6 mot diéu rat t& nhi: phai lam thé& nao dé su hién dién ctia nha dan toc
hoc, 14 nguvi ngoai, ngudi la dén quan sat, diéu tra, khong lam bién dang, lam méo
mo6 mot cach tat yéu hién thuc duge quan sat, diéu tra. N6i mot cAch ndém na, ngudi
dén quan sat, diéu tra phai c6 cach, c6 tai tu triét tiéu dén toi da tu cach tomoi cha
minh trong mét, trong cdm nhan ctia d6i tugng bi quan sat, diéu tra. Tu x6a minh
di dén t6i da. Tu quén minh dén t6i da. “Bat vu loi” dén t6i da. P& c6 thé nhin,
hiéu va cAm nhan d6i tugng khong con ti bén ngoai vao, tif bén trén xudng, ma
14 sau ti bén trong, “theo chiéu ngang”, dong dang. P€ cho cai quan sat va nhin
thay khong con chi 1a nhin thay, ma thanh trai nghiém va cdm nhan séng... Pong
thoi lai van phai 1a nha dan toc hoc, ngudi quan sat, diéu tra cham chd, tinh téo,
sic sdo, khach quan, tham chi lanh lung khi can thiét, “vu lgi” dén t6i da vi muc
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dich quan sat, diéu tra cia minh. Nhiing nha dan tdc hoc tiing trdi va tai ning da
néi vé diéu nay, mdi ngudi mot cach, duong nhu dé cd dién dat dac diém thiét yéu
nay cta “nghé”, hay “nghiép” dan toc hoc. Georges Condominas chiém nghiém:
L’ethnologie, c’est un genre de vie, ma t6i mudn dich thanh: Dan toc hoc, 4y 1a mot
loai hinh song (cht khong phai mét cdch, modt kiéu song). Jacques Dournes thi
thong thiét: “Néu phai hiéu dé ma c6 thé yéu, thi lai phai yéu d&é ma c6 thé hiéu”.
Hon & dau hét, trong nghiép dan toc hoc, khong thé hiéu néu khong thiét tha yéu,
va 12 yéu v6i mot su kinh trong sau xa, chan thanh nhat.

O tren toi da dung dén hai tir “nghiép du” va “tai ti” khi néi vé hai tdc gia
ctia Moi Kontum. R rang hai 6ng khong hé dugc dao tao vé dan toc hoc, tham chi
cd vé nghién ciiu khoa hoc néi chung. Nhung doc ki Moi Kontum, ciing rd rang ho
ndm rat vilng phuong phdp nghién ciu khoa hoc, nghiém tic, chit ché, chi dong
va sang tao; va ho theo déi rat kip thoi, rat chic nhiing tri thic dan toc hoc méi
nh4t duong thoi. Nhitng ngudi nghiép du lam viéc rat chuyén nghiép.

Con “tai ti” u? Cho phép toi néi diéu nay: theo toi, trong chiéu sau cia mdi
nha dan tdc hoc chan chinh, déu c6 mot nguvi nghé si. C6 18 Georges Condominas
cling ¢6 y néi vé khia canh nay clia nghé dan toc hoc khi dng goi dan toc hoc la
“mot loai hinh séng” (un genre de vie). Qua vay, ¢ ddy, han la khac v6i ¢ moi
nganh khoa hoc khéc, va rat gan véi nghé thuat, nha chuyén mon “choi” toan bo
cudc doi minh, d&dm minh dén ciung, khong chita lai chit nao hét. Trong cip doi tac
gid Moi Kontum, ciing cé 18 diéu nay biéu hién rd hon 6 Nguyén DPéng Chi (1915-
1984), nguoi truc ti€p lam viéc hang ngay trén thuc dia. Trong 151 giéi thiéu ban
in Nguoi Ba-na ¢ Kon Tum, Andrew Hardy c6 néi rang anh thanh nién Nguyén
Déng Chi di vao cac lang Ba-na, la ca cung ba con, va “vita lam via choi, vira choi
vita lam”, 1am bang cach choi, choi dé 1am. Sau nay ta sé& goi d6 la “quan sat tham
du”. Xin néi that, t6i khong thich cach néi nay 1dm, khong thich bang. “Tham dy”
thi van con 1a khéch, nhu la di du tiéc vay! “Choi” cho dén hoan toan tu nhién mdi
14 nhap cudc dén cung. Chi c6 choi, lam bing cach choi, choi hét minh, d&n quén
minh di, rat khoa hoc lai rdt nghé si, thi méi khong con 1a tomoi, 1a khach, 1a
ngudi la, ngudi ngoai. Nguyén Pong Chi rat giau dic tinh tu nhién dé. Ciing chinh
Georges Condominas néi: “Dé biét mdt mén &n Mnodng Gar cé ngon khdng, thi phai
1a mot nguoi Mnong Gar”. Phai bing 1udi clia ngudi Mnong Gar dé ném va danh
gia mot moén an Mnong Gar. Phai bing chinh hé gia tri Mnong Gar ma danh gia
cac gia tri Mnong Gar trong thuc t& cudc song cia ho. Nhin va hiéu thuc t& Mnong
Gar, thuc t&€ Ba-na bang chinh hé gia tri Mnong Gar, hé gis tri Ba-na. Lam nhu
mot cudc choi tao nén su vo tu that su, that su dua dugc minh vao bén trong cung
do6i tuong quan sat, nghién cdu cia minh - cong viéc va tu thé nhat thiét cia mot
nghé si. Pong thoi lai biét cung ldc tinh tdo ding ra bén ngoai, tranh vé mot bén
doi chat, dé€ c6 dugec mot so sdnh sdng sudt véi cac gia tri phd quat. Ciing 1a mot
dac diém tinh t& cha hanh vi nhan thidc nghé thuat. That tuyét voi 1a nha dan toc
hoc “nghiép du” va “tai ti” Nguyén DPéng Chi ciing c¢6 dugc diéu d6, mot cach nhe
nhang ma déng thoi lai rat chuyén nghiép trong nhitng cudc la ca say mé - tinh
tdo 6 cac lang Ba-na cua anh. That tuyét voi 1a Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén DPéng
Chi da lam duogc diéu d6, gan nhu hoan chinh trong Moi Kontum, tdc phdm dan toc
hoc dau tién cta tac gid Viet Nam. C6 thé néi nhu Corneille néi vé Don Rodrigue:
Coup d’essai, coup de maitre, Puong kiém thi dau tién da la duong kiém bac thay!

D4 gan tron ba phan tu thé ky ké tir ngady Moi Kontum ra doi. Poc lai, giat
minh khong chi vi né sém mot cach khéc thuong. Ma con vi né vAn mdéi mé,
tham chi rat thoi su. Khong chi ¢ nhiing tri thic dic sic va can ban vé Ba-na,
vé Tay Nguyén, con vd cung cin thiét cho mot su phat trién binh 6n trén ving
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dat nay ngay hom nay. C6 1& con quan trong hon nifa, 1a cdch nhin Ba-na, nhin
Tay Nguyén cla cac tac gia. Hai 6ng viét, tham thia: “T'uc lé ciia ho chdng nhiing
khéng moi ro chiit nao ma trdi lai cé nhiéu diéu con thudn tiy hon ta nia kia”.
bén Ba-na, dén Tay Nguyén, Nguyén Kinh Chi va Nguyén DPéng Chi thdy minh
gip mot nén van minh, ma cac 6ng muon duge hoc, cho chinh minh, va cho ci dat
nuGe. Viét Moi Kontum, hai d6ng mong dem vé cho vén minh Viét nhiing gi4 tri 4y,
“con thudn tdy hon ta nita kia”.

Doc Nguoi Ba-na 6 Kon Tum hom nay, khong thé khong nghi: Gi4 nhu 40
niam qua, ti sau 1975, ta ciing dén dugc véi Tay Nguyén bang mot tAm niém nhu
thé&, khiém nhuong, chan thanh va tha thiét nhu thé. Thi chic moi su § day hom
nay da khac rat nhiéu. ’

Thing Giéng At Mii, 2015
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TOM TAT

Cudn sach Moi Kontum clia hai tac gid Nguyén Kinh Chi - Nguyén Béng Chi xuat ban ndm
1937 (tai bAn n&m 2011 duéi nhan dé méi: Ngudi Ba-na & Kon Tum) |a tdc phdm dan téc hoc dau
tién cla ngudi Viét viét vé vang dat Tay Nguyén.

Hon ba phén tu thé ky da tréi qua, nhiéu ndi dung clia cudn sach van con méi mé, tham
chi rét thdi sy d6i v6i cong cudc phat trién binh 8n ving dat nay. Cé dugc nhiing thanh qua &y la
nhd cach nhin, cach tiép can doi tugng nghién ctu clia cac tac gid. Dén Ba-na, dén Tay Nguyén,
céc tac gia thdy minh gap mot nén van minh, ma ho muén dudgc hoc, cho chinh minh va cho dat
nudc. Tiéc thay, rdt nhiéu ngudi trong chidng ta hdm nay da khéong dén Tay Nguyén béng mot tam
niém chan thanh, khiém nhudng va tha thiét nhu thé.

ABSTRACT

BAHNAR VILLAGE IN THE BOOK BAHNAR PEQPLE IN KON TUM
BY NGUYEN KINH CHI - NGUYEN DONG CHI

The book Moi Kontum by Nguyén Kinh Chi and Nguyén B8ng Chi published in 1937
(reprinted in 2011 under the new title of Bahnar people in Kon Tum) is the first ethnographic work
about the Central Highlands written by the Vietnamese people.

Although more than three-quarters of a century has passed, much of the content of the
book is still fresh and includes topical issues, even in the development of stabilization of that
region. Those achievements are obtained due to the outlook and the object-oriented approach of
the authors. Going to the land of the Bahnar people in the Central Highlands, the authors found
that they were contacting a civilization that they were willing to learn about, for themselves and
for the country. Unfortunately, many of us today do not “approach” the Central Highlands in such
sincere, humble and earnest attitude.



