Ngdi chiia trong doi song nguwoi Khmer
vung Tay Nam B

Phung Thi An Na ™

Tém tit: Ngoi chua ctia ngudi Khmer 1a mot trong nhitng nét dic sic ciia Phat gido
Nam téng ving Tay Nam Bg. N6 khong chi 1a biéu tuong cta Phat giao Nam t6ng ma
con 1a biéu tugng cua doi song tinh than ctia ngudi dan Khmer. Ngoi chua tu:ng gin bo
v6i nguoi dan Khmer nhu mot phan “than thé” khong thé tach roi trong cudc sdng cua
ho. Tuy nhién, hién nay, vai tro, chirc ning ciia ngdi chuia da c6 nhiéu thay do6i. Bai
viét d¢ cap nhitng dbi thay trong ngdi chiia Khmer, nguyén nhan cia sy thay doi do,
g6p phan vao viée phat huy nhimg gia tri tich cuc cua ngdi chua ddi véi doi séng cia
dong bao Khmer theo Phat giao Nam tong ¢ ving Tay Nam Bo.

Tir khéa: Chua Khmer; Phat giao Nam tong Khmer; vai tro ngoi chua.

1. Mé dAu

“Noi nao c6 ngudi Khmer, noi 4y c6
chua” - cau no6i quen thudc cia nguoi dan
Khmer da minh ching cho vi tri dic biét
ciia ngdi chua trong doi séng cta nguoi
Khmer vung Tay Nam B¢. V&1 nguoi
Khmer, chua 1a noi thiéng liéng, noi tho
Phat, noi giri gam niém tin qua nhitng viéc
1am hién tai, wéc mong, hy vong & cdi Niét
ban trong twong lai. Ngbi chiia gin bo voéi
mdi nguoi dan Khmer gan nhu subt cudc
doi, tir luc sinh ra, truéng thanh cho dén khi
lia xa trin thé, béi voi ho, “séng vao chua
giri than, chét vao chua giri c6t”. Tu tudng
Phat giao Nam tong da an sdu, chi phdi va
anh huong dén 16i sdng cua ngudi Khmer,
néu khong quan tdm nghién ctru, chung ta
kho c6 thé hiéu dugc vi sao nhiéu chi
truong, chinh sach, hay cac giai phap vé
kinh t& dé nang cao doi sdng cho dong bao
Khmer ¢ Tay Nam B¢ lai khong thu dugc
két qua nhu mong doi, trong khi nhiing 15
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gido huén cua cic vi su sii, duong hudng
hanh dao ciia nha chua lai “nhat nhat” dugc
ddng bao nghe theo, ton sung tuyét doi. Vi
thé, van dé dit ra la 1am thé nao dé phat huy
hon nita vai trd cta ngdi chia Khmer, gin
viéc dao vé6i viéc doi, nham nang cao moi
mat doi séng vat chdt va tinh than cho
nguoi dan Khmer vung Tay Nam BJ.

2. Vai tro cia chua Khmer

Ngoi chua Khmer c6 rat nhiéu chirc
nang: chua la trung tdm tin ngudng ton
gido cua nguoi Khmer, 1a trung tdm van
hoa ctia cong dong, noi dién ra cac 1& hoi
cua phum, séc; chua Khmer cling nhu mdt
truong hoc, 1a noi gido duc dao duc, phong
cach lam nguoi, truong vira day chir cho
tré em, vura dao tao ky nang lao dong cho
thanh nién tu hoc trong chua; chua la thu
vién, 1a bao tang luu giir tit ca nhiing gia
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tri vat chét cling nhu céc gia tri vé mit tinh
than cua ngudi Khmer; chua 1a noi hoat
dong tur thi¢én nhan dao, nudi dudng nguoi
gia ca, neo don hoidc tré md cdi khong noi
nuong tya®... Nhitng chic ning trén day
cho thy 15 vai trd ciia ngdi chiia Khmer
can dugc phat huy hon nira.

Thir nhat, 16i séng cua nguoi Khmer
Nam B¢ ludn dua trén nén tang triét 1y dao
Phat, lu6n tin twong vao luat nhan qua, vi
thé, trong cudc song, ho ludn lam diéu
thién, 1am phudc dé cau cho diém tét lanh
dén voi ban than va con chau. Mot trong
nhitng cach lam phudc dé dang nhat 1a cling
dudng, bang nhiéu viéc 1am khac nhau nhu
gop tién, gop cuia, néu khong cé tién, khong
c6 cua thi c6 thé gop suc dé xay dung,
trung tu, stra chira cac ngoi chua. Ciing theo
triét 1y cua Phat gido, cudc séng la vo
thuong, nguoi tao dugc nghi¢p lanh khi
chét 1én cdi Niét ban méi 1a vinh ciru, thé
nén, voi nguoi Khmer, ngdi chua 1a noi
ching nghiém cong qua cua tin d6 dé xem
ho c6 du diéu kién 1én cdi cuc lac hay
khong, vi vay, ho danh nhiéu tién cua, cong
sttc cham lo cho ngdi chua. Chua 14 niém ty
hao cua nguoi Khmer, chua cang to cang
dep, cang thé hién 1ong thanh kinh cua tin
d6 téi diac Phat. Nguoi Khmer bao vé ngoi
chua nhu bao vé€ cudc séng cua chinh minh,
ho chap nhan sy ting thiéu trong phum,
soc, nhung no du, dep d€ cho ngoi chua. Ho
c6 thé dong gop viée xay dung chua ké ca
nhitng lac kho khan, thiéu thén nhét.

Tuy nhién, hién nay, doi séng vat chat
ctia dong bao Khmer con ¢ muc thap, thu
nhap chua dam bao cudc séng gia dinh,
trong khi véi truyén théng lam phude cho

nha chua, méi ho dan Khmer mot thang it
nhit ciing phai c6 4 ngay cing com cho
chua la c&c ngay mung 8, 15, 23, 30 &m
lich®, ban tinh nguoi dan khong thich bon
chen, it cham lo cho twong lai, ciia cai phan
16n déu dem dang cing chua nén doi séng
con gip nhiéu bat tric, dic biét 1a khi mua
mang thit bat hodc thién tai, dich bénh...
Véan dé dit ra ¢ day 1a dén bao gio
nguoi dan Khmer moéi vuon khoi cude
song kho khan, lam 1i néu cir mai di theo
truyén thong 1am phudc d6. Van biét niém
tin va sy ngudng vong cua ddéng bao
Khmer danh cho nha chua la truéc sau nhu
mot, song, chi ban than ho mai co6 thé doi
thay cudc séng ctia chinh minh. Truyén
théng cing com vao 4 ngay trong thang
gio day da co su thay doi, khong nhét thiét
phai 1a mam cao ¢ ddy ma co thé thay thé
bang hoa qua, banh trai,... tuy vy, ciing
van 1a tén kém cho cac tin do. Truyén
thdng ciing dudng ciing phai tiy thudc vio
diéu kién thyc té, tuy tdm thanh kinh char
khong phai c6 bao nhiéu cing hét bay
nhidu. Nguoi dan Khmer phai thay d6i
duoc nép sdng cii thi ho méi c6 nhiéu thoi
gian va co hoi dé lam giau trén manh dat
qué huong ctia minh. Ngugc lai, nha chua
cling dong vai tro quan trong cho su thay

@ Xem Hoc vién Chinh tri qudc gia H6 Chi Minh
(2014), Béo céo tong hop két qua nghién ctru dé tai
nhanh “Chinh sich ddi véi t6 chirc, chic sic, nha tu
hanh, co s¢ thd tu cia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
ving Ty Nam Bo6”, thudc Dé 4n tong thé cAp Nha
nu6e vé Chinh sach doi véi Phét gido Nam tong
Khmer ving Tdy Nam Bg dén nam 2020, tam nhin
dén nam 2030, Ha Noi, tr.56 - 58.

@ Ha Ly (2004), Chtia Khmer Nam Bé Véi vin hod
duwong dai, Nxb Vin hoa dan toc, Ha Noi, tr.17.
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ddi cach nghi, cach lam cua cac tin do.
Dau rang cac vi su ting chu yéu tho thuc
bing dd cung dudng cua tin d6 nhung sd
lwgng nha tu hanh so voi sé lugng tin dd 1a
rat nho, do vay, néu cac vi su khuyén bao
dan ching han ché viéc cung com, clng
duong cho nha chua thi sé& giam dang ké
ganh nang cho chung sinh cia minh. Su
chép nhan thiét thoi cua nha chua, mot
mit, 1am cho doi sdng cia dong bao bat
kho khin hon, mit khac, cang khién tin d6
thém ton kinh va tuyét ddi tin vao nhiing
gia tri t6t dep cua Phat gido Nam tong.

Thir hai, trong sach day lam nguoi cia
dan toc Khmer c6 cau “nguoi khong duoc
tu trong chua 14 ngudi c6 nhiéu toi 16i trong
doi séng” mot cau nédi co sic manh quan
trong dinh huéng cho cudc sdng lam ngudi
ctia ddng bao Khmer. Ngudi con trai dugc
coi 14 du tu cach, du pham chat va dugc xa
ho1 trong dung phai 1a nguoi c6 quang thoi
gian tu hoc trong chua. Du ¢6 dia vi xa hoi
nhu thé ndo ma chua qua thdi gian tu hoc
thi cling khong dugc danh gid 1a con nguoi
thanh dat, c6 du tai nang, phérn hanh. Tham
chi, trong chuyén hon nhan, theo quan ni¢m
cia nguoi Khmer xua, dé ung thuan va ga
con gai minh cho mét thanh nién nao do,
tiéu chuan dau tién 1a chon nhiing chang
trai da trai qua thoi gian tu hoc trong chua.
Tuy nhién, nhiing nim gan ddy, do khong it
nguyén nhén, nhiéu nam thanh nién khéng
mudn vao chia tu hoc. Co nguoi di tu chi
mang tinh hinh thtre, c6 nguoi chi vao chua
tu tir 1 d&én 3 thang, hodc 1a 1 nim. Nhiéu
dan ong Khmer du da 30 dén 35 tudi nhung
chwa mét 14an vao tu trong ctra chuia®.

Thuc trang trén dang lam xuét hién mot
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tuong quan dbi nghich giita mot bén 1a xu
hudng coi trong chuyén tu hoc trong chua
va mot bén 1a xu huéng mudn “tranh” khoi
giai doan “thir thach” nay. Néu nhu xu
huéng dau 1a sy tran trong nhimg gia tri ci,
truyén théng (thé hién sy t6n trong gido 1y,
giao luat cua phat tr Nam tong Khmer) thi
xu huéng thir hai ngay cang t6 ra chiém uu
thé, thé hién nhitng tu tudng madi cia thanh
nién Khmer, mudn thoat khoi gido 1y rang
budc cua Phat gido Nam tong.

Thir ba, hién nay dang c6 xu hudng két
hop chttc nang linh thiéng cia ngodi chua
Khmer voi chic ning thiét ché vin hoa
phuc vu cho doi sdng cta ngudi dan. Piéu
nay cO lam gidai thiéng ng0i chua hay
khong? Lam thé nao dé ngdi chua van phat
huy duoc chtc ning truyén théng von cé
ctia nd, dong thoi chira dung dugc nhiing
chirc ndng madi 1a mot viée khong don gian.
Cho du khudn vién ng6i chua Khmer
thuong to 16n, bé thé va bd tri kién trac
tuong ddi tach bach giita noi thd Phat va
khu tu luyén, nha an,... kha thich hop cho
cac hoat dong vin hoa cong dong, song viéc
quyét dinh dau tu va thue hién cac loai hinh
tuyén truyén vin héa méi nhu thé nao dé
khong phd hong khong gian tu hanh linh
thiéng chén chua chién van 13 cau hoéi con
bo ngo.

Hon nira, trong cong cudc xdy dung doi
sdng vin hoa & co s, chinh quyén, cac to
chirc, doan thé (Mat tran Tb quéc, Hoi Phu
ntt, Poan Thanh nién) ¢ dia phuong c6 vi

®) Lam Thanh Son (1997), Ngéi chiia trong doi song
van hod cua nguoi Khmer ¢ tinh Soc Trang, Luan
van thac si khoa hoc Van hod, Ha Noi, tr.44.
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tri hét strc to 16n. Phuong thic tt nhat 1a
két hop hai hoa giita vai trd cua cac to chirc
doan thé véi vai tro cua cac vi su tang, hoat
dong cua cac nganh chic nang voi hoat
dong cia nha chua. Nha nudc da c6 chuong
trinh phat trién cho ving DPdng bang song
Ciru Long, kinh phi danh cho phat trién
nong nghiép, nong thoén, phat trién mang
ludi y té, gido duc, van hoéa - thong tin, co
s ha ting, xoa d6i giam nghéo... khong
phai 1a nho, van dé dat ra 1a giai quyét mdi
quan hé nay ra sao dé sy dau tu cua Nha
nudc va y nguyén cua nguoi dan cung gap
&, nham dem lai hiéu qua thuc su cho su
phat trién doi song kinh té, van hoa, xa hoi
vung Tay Nam BJ.

Ngoai chirc nang ton gido, chua con cod
chic nang van hod. Vi tri dia 1y cua ngdi
chia Khmer nim & trung tdm cta phum,
soc, thuong dién ra cac hoat dong 1& hoi dan
gian truyén thong va 1& hoi ton gido, 1a ty
diém ctia moi hoat dong, sinh hoat cua déng
bao. Pay ciling 1a noi thuan lgi cho viéc
tuyén truyén, gido duc dao duc nhan cach,
noi vui choi giai tri cho moi tang 16p nhan
dan. Chua 14 noi bao t6n luu trit cac di san
van hoa cua dong bao va cua ca cong dong
dé phuc vu cho céc sinh hoat. Vi thé, hd trg
dau tu dé chua tré thanh trung tdm vin hoa
ctia phum, soc 13 giai phap quan trong nham
gop phan két ndi nha chua véi ngudi dan,
két ndi dao véi doi.

Thir tw, viéc thanh 1ap cac truong phd
thong cong 1ap tir cip tiéu hoc dén trung
hoc, mot mit, tao diéu kién cho tré em duogc
theo hoc chinh quy, mat khac, cling lam
giam sut hoat dong gido duc, dao tao tai cac
ngoi chua Khmer Nam B§. Theo chinh sach

cia Nha nudc, tré em tir 6 tudi duoc dén
truong hoc chit quc ngit va cac tri thuc
khoa hoc, xa hoi khac. Dbi véi ba con
Khmer, viéc duoc hoc chir cia dan tdc
Khmer chua dugc trién khai day song song
& cac truong phd thong, do dé ciing tao ra
mot 16 hong vé tri thirc vin hoa toc ngudi.
Do nhiéu yéu t6 khach quan nén trudc ddy
cht Khmer g?ln nhu chi duoc biét truyén
trong gi6i su sii c6 chic sic v6i muc dich
duy nhét 1 hoc dé doc duoc kinh, ké. Chinh
su biét truyén nay da nay sinh thyc trang
nhiéu ngudi Khmer bi “mu chir” Khmer®.
Trong bbi canh viéc day va hoc chit Khmer
chua duoc khuyén khich, quan 1y va t6
chirc thanh hé thdng thi nhimng nguoi biét
chir ngay mot hiém dan, con lyc luong ké
can thi qua mong va yéu.

Giai phap 1a tich cuc hd trg phat huy tac
dung cua truong chua. Truong chua trudc
day va bay gid van thyuc hién day chir, day
gido 1y cho tré em theo truyén thong voi y
thirc hoan toan tu giac, tw nguyén. Day la
dac trung riéng cua nguoi Khmer va cling
la mot trong nhiing nguyén nhan quan trong
dé nguoi Khmer gir dugc truyén thong, giir
duoc ban sic cua dan toc minh.

Trong diéu kién hién nay, véi chu truong
phat huy noi luc trong nhan dan thi chua
Khmer 13 co so vimg chic cho méi trudng
day va hoc cho tré em, vi thé, can tan dung
diéu kién nay gop phan thuc hién chu
truong phd cap giao duc tiéu hoc. Pé thuc

@) Tran Kim Dung (2000), Van héa truyén thong cia
nguwoi Khmer Pong bang séng Cuu Long trong cugc
song hién nay, (Vin héa Nam B¢ trong khong gian
& hgi Pong Nam A), Nxb Dai hoc Qudc gia, Tp. HO
Chi Minh, tr.105.
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hién duogc cong viéc nay, nha nudc can hd
trg cac chua vé sach gido khoa, vé chuong
trinh giang day va bdi dudng ning lyc su
pham cho gido vién, tham chi dau tu mot sb
kinh phi cho chuia dé nha chua lam t6t chirc
ning nay, gop phan phd cip gido duc trong
déng bao. Bén canh viéc hoc van hoa trong
chua, cac em con duoc hoc tiéng cua dan
toc minh. Viéc day chit Khmer trong chua
khong chi c6 y nghia trong doi séng tu hoc
va sinh hoat cta dong bao dan toc ma con
g6p phan thiét thuc bao ton tiéng ndi va chir
viét, giup ba con co thé xem séach, bao va tai
lidu bang chir Khmer.

Thir nam, dang c6 hién tuong mdt bo
phan nguoi dan Khmer theo dao Tin Lanh -
mot dong thai khong binh thuong trong sinh
hoat tin ngudng cia dong bao. Tir bao doi
nay nguoi dan Khmer da coi Phat gido 1a tin
ngudng doc ton cua minh, nhung nhing
nam gén day, da c6 mot bd phan ro1 bo Phat
gido Nam tong truyén thong dé gia nhap
dao Tin Lanh. Tinh hinh trén da giy nén
nhitng x40 tron tam 1y, tinh cam trong dong
bao, tao diéu kién cho cac thé luc chinh trj
phan dong loi dung chdng pha cach mang.
Piéu d6 khong nhitng bét loi cho Phat gido
ma con gay nén nhimg kho khan nhat dinh
cho cong tac quan 1y Nha nudc vé ton gido.

Tat nhién, chung ta ton trong quyén tu
do ton gido, tin ngudng ciia dong bao, dong
bao Khmer c6 thé theo bat ky tén gido nao
ma ho mudn. Tuy thé, chung ta ciing can
giai quyét hai hoa mdi quan hé tén gido -
dan tdc (dan toc ¢ day duoc hiéu theo nghia
hep - nghia 1a toc ngudi) dé dam bao cho sy
phat trién bén vimg. Ngudi Khmer vén
thudc vé Phat gido Nam tong, khi sinh ra da
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mic nhién 13 tin dd phat tir, vin héa Phat
gido d an sdu vao nép sdng, nép nghi, cach
{mg x1r ctia mdi ngudi dan Khmer Tay Nam
Bo. Dé truyén théng iy khong bi mai mot,
ban than Phat gido Nam tong cling phai tu
thay dbi, thich nghi voi diéu kién méi. Su
bdo thu trong dac tin ctia Phat gido Nam
tong lam cho déng bao Khmer bi 1€ thudc
chat ché vao gido 1y, luat 18, 1& nghi, can tré
quéa trinh phat trién vé moi mat cua ho, do
c6 thé 1a diéu kién khach quan cho su
chuyén d6i duc tin coa nguoi dan, nhat 13
khi c6 nhiing tadc dong tir bén ngoai.

Mait khac, do ban than Phat gido Nam
tong nhitng nim qua it quan tdm dén viéc
dao tao tang tai, thém vao do, nhiing tac
dong khach quan cua thoi dai da lam cho
d6i ngii su ting Khmer giam sat vé trinh d6
va uy tin. Pidu nay di tac dong khong nho
dén sy dénh gia, nhin nhan cua ngudi dan
vé gido hoi Phat giao Nam téng noi chung,
vé tang 16p su sai Nam téng noi riéng. Vi
thé, nha chua cang phai tré thanh méi
truong to1 luyén, lam trong sach ddi ngli su
sai, léy lai niém tin cho tin dd phat tur.

Thir sau, hau hét cac ngdi chiia Phat gido
Nam téng déu dugc xdy dung tir rat lau,
hién nay nhiéu chiia dang bi xudng cap mot
cach tram trong. Nhitng nim gan ddy, mot
s6 chua da dugc ton tao hodc xay dung lai,
tuy nhién, s6 luong nay con han ché do doi
song kinh té cua nguoi Khmer van & muc
thip. Néu khong quan tim t6i viéc bao ton
cac ngdi chiia, s& gay nhiéu kho khan cho
sinh hoat ton gido ctia ddng bao, anh hudng
16n dén chinh sach ton giao va nguy co mai
mot nhitng gia tri van hoa dan toc.

Giai phap c6 thé 1a dua mot sé chiia vao
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danh muc quan 1y cta nha nudc dé bao vé.
Viéc dua vao danh muc quan ly cua nha
nude sé bao ton duge di san van hod cua
cong dong, quan 1y dugc nhitng vin hod vt
thé luu giit tai chua, dong thoi ciing giup
cho su sai Phat tor bdo quan gitr gin va phat
huy tac dung nhiéu mit ctia ngdi chua.

C6 thé ndi, ngdi chua Khmer 13 mot bao
tang giup chung ta c6 cai nhin toan dién vé
phong tuc, tap quan, ton gido, tin ngudng va
bé day lich str van héa ctia dan toc Khmer,
khong nhitng thé, né con 1a sy két tinh cac
gié tri dao dtrc, tham my va ngh¢ thuat. Gilr
gin va phat huy cac gia tri van hoa truyén
thong cua dan toc Khmer phai di tir ngoi
chua. Thic day va phat trién cac van dé
kinh té - xa hoi cho dong bao Khmer cé 1&
cling nén bat dau tir ngdi chua. Ngdi chua
d6i véi ngudi Khmer ¢ vai trd rat quan
trong, nén hi¢n nay, viéc xay dung chua tro
thanh trung tAm sinh hoat vin hoa, doi séng
méi dang dugc Pang, Nha nudc ta quan
tam dac biét. Trong thoi gian té1, ching ta
can 1ap ké hoach nghién ctru tong thé céc
gia tri ¢ ting ngoi chua, trung tu lai nhiing
ngoi chua c6 gia tri cao vé nghé thuat va
lich str, ddng thoi tiép tuc xdy dung chua
thanh mgt trung tdm van ho4, gido duc hoan
chinh vé& moi mat, dap ung nhu cau hudng
thu tinh than cta ba con Khmer viung Tay
Nam Bo.
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