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POI CHIEU Y NGHIA HAM NGON
CUA CAC TU CHI MAU SAC TRONG THANH NGI{/

TIENG ANH VA TIENG VIET
A CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS ON THE CONNOTATIONAL
MEANING OF COLOUR WORDS IN ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE IDIOMS

NGO TH] KHANH NGQC
{ThS; Dgi hoe Ngogi ngit, PHQG Ha N§i)

Abstract: The researcher’s underlying aim in carrying out this research is to discuss the
connotational meaning of colour words in Vietnamese and English idioms. Five basic colours in
life are mentioned in this study including black, white, blue, red and green. Through the
comparison between two languages, I hope to find out the effect of Vietnamese perception of
colours to the understanding of meaning of colours in English idioms. Hopefully, the result of
this study will help students to define and overcome some difficulties in studying English idoms

containing colours.
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1. Bétvan a

BalvxetnAyuenhAnhsosénhYnghmham
ngdn cda it chi mau shc trong ting Vit va ting
Anh. Hai céu héi nghién ciu duge ditra 1 l)Y
nguahﬁmngﬁncuacécn\'dﬂméuﬁcmnghmg
Vit vA tiéng Anh 13 gi%; 2) C6 nhimg diém ndo
g.éngvamuacnlmugmyughmmmngancnam
tir chi mau séc trong tiéng Vidt va ting Anh?

Tur ligu duge gidi han trong cdc thanh ngiy,
céctéhqpconnhmmhngﬁ (goi chung 1 thanh
ngit): uenhmlhthuﬂlﬁpcdcﬂﬂnhng&chﬁau‘x
chi méu séc trong tir dién hay trong céc sich hge
ngbn nglt. San 46, céic thanh ngiy s& dugce phén
loaiﬂ)ﬁnhthémchhhdu‘anén‘tsécmauw
bén: den, tring, xanh, do.

2. Két qué nghién ciru

2.1. Mau den

- Diém gidng nhau: Trong thanh ngft tiéng
Anh va tiéng Viét, mam den du mang séc Lh/ﬁ
¥ nghia tiéu cyc, 14 mau sic cia béng t6i.
Theo Longman dictionary of English language
and culture (1992), trong cdc nwdc ndi néng
Amh, miu den thuimg bidu tnmg cho ndi
budn, sy chét chéc, ndi s¢ hai hay thé e
den t6i. Trong céc ciu chuyén ¢, hinh anh
my phi thity do den hudn 13 ndi khisp sy cia cée
em nho, hay hinh &nh thén chét lu6n khodc trén

minh b éo chodng dai mau den, Vi thé, miu
denmangséclhéx?nghmchisudent(‘n,xﬁnxa
sacthmynghfammmbiéumenmangqua
cée thinh ngfy tiéng Anh nhr: black market (chy
demmirmbuanbanbéxhqpphép);blacnm
(danh sich den), black sheep (thanh vién c4 big,
khic v6i nhitg ngudi cdn lai trong gia dinh),
black mark (vét den, vét nho), a black day (mdt
ngiy i quiy, den dd),...

Tmnguéngwa,amgoéthébm sfic thil
¥ nghifa twong ty nhw vay, vi du: d6i réing thay
den; gdn myc thi den, gdn don thi sdng; thé le
hdc ém; den tréing phan mink,...

- Diem khdie nhcn: TmnghengAnh,méudﬂn
con mang nhibu séc thii ¥ nghia khic nhir sv
tirc gidn (black words), syt bi mit (a CI4 black
operator) hay syt hai huée, chim bidm (black
Jjoke). Trong thinh ngit tiéng Viét, mau den
khéng duge sir dung d& thé hién céc sho thai §
nghia ndy,

2.2 Milutring

- Diém giéng nhau: Trong hiu hét chc trdng
hop thi miu tréing thirdmg mang shc thai § nghia
tich cye. Theo Wierzhicka (1996), cb mbi lia
hédacblétgunmauuﬁngvaénhséng.ngﬂ
nhién, tring 14 sic miu ciia méy, tuyét tring, doh
néng ban mai, do d6, né tugng tnmg cho
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trong tréing, tho nghy hay trong sach. Trong tiéng
Anh, miu tring cling meng shc théi ¥ nghia tdt
dep, 1ong tung thyre, sy trong tréng hay ngfly
th, Chiing ta thuemg théy hinh anh nhiing thién
thén miic 40 tring, hay hinh 4nh nhimg d4m
cudi truyén théng & Anh “white wedding” khi
A c4c cb dan mic so cuti miu tring, Mot sb
thanh ngit tifng Anh mang nghia ndy nhir: 4
white lie (101 n6i d6i ngot ngio); 4 white witch
{mét phi thiy thién), A whire knight (higp &
tring, ngudi ci mét cdng ty dang cé nguy co b
kifm sodt bdi mft cong ty khac). Trong tifng
Vigt, ciing o6 tht nhidu cAc thinh nglt mang
ng’:ﬁanﬁy,vh'lu:thwlhlhiénwchnh@;rhanh
bach; rong trimg.

- Difm khée vhau: O mt sb dit mesc
phuong Déng nhir Trung Qubc hay Vigt Nam,
min tring thudmg mang sic thai ¥ nghia tiéu
cye. Trong thywe ¢, khi ta bj 6m, mau da cie
clving ta s& sang mau tréng xanh. Do 46,
miln triing c6 thé dimg 4 syt yéu &, bénh tét, ndi
u budn. C6 mét sb thanh nglt tiéng Viét phin
anhnanghmwmummgmm:g
bgch, iréng nhur ma, tring xd, ... )

Tuy nhién, trong tifng Anh, miu tring lai 1
miu ciia hanh phic v d4m cudi. Vi dy khi ta
néi “A white wedding” o6 nghia 13 mft dém
cl!éiuuyénthéngmﬁoﬁdﬁnmﬁcvﬁymﬂu
tréing.

2.3, Mau xank

23.1, Mo xanh da ri .
- Diém gifng nhau: Miu xanh 1A mft sée
méu loh. D5 13 shc miu cla bu rdi xanh hay
daiducngsﬁuthém.Dodé,mMmhmmgtﬂi
cim gic yén tAm, yén binh hay tih ling. Mén
xanh o6 tic dgng tht 1én tinh thin cia ching ta
vi méu xaph cb thé khién nhip tim, nhip thé cia
chiing ta 8n diph hon va khién ta tinh tim hon,
dun ta t6i trang thii nghl ngoi v thokd méi, Do
d5, trong ngon ngfr, mau xanh mang sc théi §
nghifa tich eye. Trong ting Vigt, kinh dnh biu
troi xanh hay dang sdng xanh thé hién sy d&
chiuhayyenbinh:mduxanhhdabbth,v.v.

Trong tiéng Anh, mau xanh thé hién hi
vong, mong dgi va s lac quan. Vi dy: Alice has
an optimistic view and always talks about a blue
sky scenario; Blue are the hills that are far
away, For whoever wants the blue sky, the price
is high, Behind the clouds the sky is always blue.

~DiémHﬁc’nlm.'Tuynhién,mAuxanhda
mmmmwyn@nﬁwmmﬁﬁ
Anh. N6 thuimg dién 5 n8i budn hay sy
vong. Vi dy: “blues” 13 thé logi nhac chim,
bubn; “I'm feeling blue” o6 nghla 1a 15i cim
thiy budn va thét vong; baby blues” dé néi vé
cim gisc thiit vong ma mdt sb phy nif gip phai
san khi sinh: "Scream blue murder” c6 nghia 13
sgyhénéo,lahétmngcéccubcbiéuﬁnhphén

Trong thich ngit fiéng Viét thi mau xanh
khdng mang siic théi ¥ nghia ndy. Véi céc mrde
& phurong Déng nhu Trung Quc hay Viét Nam
thi miu xanh thwimg trong trumg cho sy yén
tinh v3 hoa binh,

2.3.2. Mpu xanh It

- Didm gidng nhau:

+ Biéu tupng ciia thién mhién: Mau xanh 13
miu cia 14 cly, xudt hign nhidu trong ty nhién.
Trong tifng Anh vi tiéng Viét, miu xanh déu A
bidu twgng clia sitc sfing hay thién nhién. Vi dy:
green thumb (chi ngwdi c6 khibu tdng trot);
Green politics: chinh séch thién v& bao vé méi
trudmg;, Green belt (chi vanh dai xanh); Trong
tiéng Vi#t, of chc cach difn dat trong tyr niu
thénh phd xanh, mbi triedng xanh, ..

+Dién 14 nbi sg hii, bénh g1 Trong tiéng
Anh, khi difn t sirc khde khong t6t, sic mit yéu
&, chiing ta 5% ding tr “green”. Vi dy: Afler a
longn'??yskloakysomen(&umétchuyéndi
dai, b dy jrGng kha mét méi). Tuong tyr nhur vy,
trong thinh ngit tifng Vigs, ching ta c6 nhilng cich
difin det nhur: Xanh nhar tiu 16 chudi, Xanh nhu

+ Dién t4 s an toim, sw cho phép hinh ding.
Vi dy: Tiéng Anh cb “The green light” nghila 13 bit
d&n xanh, hay cho phép hinh dgng; trong tir trong
tifng Vi@t cling c6 “beit denxanh”,
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- Diém khde nhau: Trong tiéng Anh, mau xanh 14
cdn mang nhiéu séc théi ¥ nghia biéu tnmg khéc.
Mau xanh c6 thé dién ta sy non nét, thieu kinh
nghiém, vi dy: green froops (quén doi chua duge
huén luyén); green hand (linh méi). Green cdn
diing d€ chi “sir ghen tirc, d6 ki”; chi ngudi ngay
tho, d& bj danh lira.

Trong thanh ngi tiéng Vigt, mau xanh 14 khong
duoe sirdung véi cée sic théi ¥ nghia ndy.

2.4. Mau do

Mau d5 12 sic mau manh va mang lai cim
giAc &m nong nhét trong cic sde mau. Mau do
mang lai cim xtic manh liét nhur sy cubng nhiét
trong tinh yéu hay sy quyét liét trong tranh dAu.
Theo Tir dién bich khoa Wikipedia, mau dd
tugng tnmg cho 1dng diing cam, sy hanh phc,
may mén, ning hugng va nhimg cim xtc ménh
ligt nhur syr tire gidn, dam mé, tinh yéu hay sy hi
sinh.

- Diém giong nhau:

+ THé hién tinh yéu hay sw thimh cong, Vi dy:
red carpet mang nghia 13 thim &5, danh cho
nhiing nguti ndi tiéng hay c4c vi khach quan trong
trong c4c budi ti¢c trang trong; red kot mang nghia
thanh cong; red-blooded nghia | manh mé, cudng
tréng, diy ham muén trong méi quan hé tinh cam.

Trong viin héa ciia ngudi Vigt, mau d5 ciing thé
hign cho hanh phiic, may mién, thanh cong va tinh
yéu. Mau dd 12 mau ctia ddm cudi nhir thiép hdng,
trang tri mau do. Hay trong céc dip I tét ching ta
6 phong bao li xi mdu dé tugng tnmg cho may
min, cu d6i d6, dén 1dng db. Hoa héng db tion
trung cho sy ménh liét trong tinh yu, to hdng thg
hign cho dém cwéi. €6 mét s6 thanh ngi¥ trong
tiéng Viét thé hién séc théi ¥ nghfa ndy nhu:
24 vén do, 1 théim chi hong, v v.

+ Thé hi¢n sw nguy hiém hay cdnh bdo:
Céc nghién ciru chi ra ring, mau do c6 tic
dng vé mit thé chét Ién ching ta nhr lam ting
nhip thd, ting huyét &p, ghy ra cling thing. Do d6,
mau dd thudmg duge ding dé thu hit sy chit § ciia
chiing ta, trong ngén ngit thi mau do o6 thé ding
4é the hign sy nguy hiém, Trong tiéng Anh: in the
red cb nghia 14 dang gip nguy hiém vé mit tii
chinh, trong tinh trang ng nén; a red rag to a bull,
6 nghia 12 1am cho ai d6 ndi gian.

O Vigt Nam mau dd con duge coi I tin higu
nguy hiém. Céc bién béo cAm thutmg dirge son
mau d6, mau d6 cia dén giao thong mang nghia 1
“dimg lai”, mit bdo dong thurdmg c6 mau do.

+ THé hign sw gign diz: Khi ching ta tirc gifn,
thudmg mit chiing ta s& do 1én. Vi dy: see red; a
red face, go as red as a beet, red in the face;
gidn do ms, do meit tia tai, mit do bimg bimg,
mgit d6 nbue Trueomg Phi.

- Diém Khdc nhau; Dudmg nhu khong c6 sy
khéc nhau & mau nay.

3. Két lugn

Mau séc khéng chi don thuéin 13 su két hop giita
céic sic mau do, xanh hay den, tréng, ma con mang
nhidu sic théi ¥ nghia fn dy khéc nhau trong gizo
tiép. Biing viée sir dung mau sic, ngudi ndi hay
ngudi viét o6 thé dién ta ¥ kién cda minh theo mot
chch thi vj va sinh déng hon. Trong thinh ngit
tiéng Anh va ting Viét, m3i mau sic ddu mang
nhiing sic thAi ¥ nghia biéu tnmg riéng. Khi tim ra
nhiimg diém turong tyr va khéc bigt nhau gita hai
ngdn ngif, ngudi hoc s& d€ dang hon trong vifc
hiéu va nhé céc thanh ngir tiéng Anh,
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