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DOI CHIEU Y NGHIA HAM NGON 
CUA CAC T f CHI MAU SAC TRONG THANH NGU" 

TIENG ANH VA TIENG VIET 
A CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS ON THE CONNOTATIONAL 

MEANING OF COLOUR WORDS IN ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE IDIOMS 

N G 6 T H I K H A N H NGQC 
(ThS; D«i hfc Ngo^i ngO', SHQG Hi Nfl) 

Abstract; The researcher's underlymg aim in carrying out this research is to discuss the 
connotational meaning of colour words in Vietnamese and English idioms. Five basic colours in 
life are mentioned in this study including black, white, blue, red and green. Through the 
comparison between two languages, I hope to find out the effect of Vietnamese perception of 
colours to the understanding of meaning of colours in English idioms. Hopefully, the result of 
this study will help students to define and overcome some difUculties in studying English idoms 
containing colours. 
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l.B$t vande 
B î vi^ n̂ y tien hinh so sdnh ^ n^uk h ^ 

nggn dh ti}t chi m^ s9c tn»ig tieng Viet vi t i ^ 
Anh. Hai c&l hdi n ^ ^ c ^ dui^ d$t ra li 1) Y 
nghm him ngdn cua cic t£r chl miu sic liong t i ^ 
Vl$t vi nlng Anh li gi?; 2) 06 nhOng di&n nio 
giong vi khic nhau giQa y n îlB him ngdn cOa cic 
tik dli miu sic tiong tieng Vi$t vi ti&ig Anh? 

Tu Ii$u du^c gidi h^n tiong cic thinh ng&, 
cic tS hpp c6 tinh thinh ngQ (gQi chung li thinh 
ngO:): tien hinh thu th$p cic diinh ngfi chfta ti 
chl miu sic trong tir diln hay tiong cic sich hgc 
ngSn ngit. Sau d6, cic thinh ngfi si dupc phSn 
I09I thinh S nh6m chinh d\ra trdn 4 sic miu co 
bin: den, u^g, xanh, dd. 

2. Kit qui nghidn cftu 
2.1. Miu den 
- Biem giong nhau: Trong thinh ngfi tilng 

Anh vi tilng Vi^ miu den deu mang sic thii 
y nghla tidu c\ic, li miu s^ ci!ia bdng t6i. 
Theo Longman dictionary of English language 
and culture (1992), trong cic nudc ndi tilng 
Anh, miu den thudng bilu tnmg cho n5i 
buon, sv chet chdc, noi stf hii hay thl Ivrc 
den tli. Trong cic ciu chuydn c6, hlnh inh 
my phd thdy io den ludn 1& nSi khi^ S9 d^ cic 
em nhd, h ^ hlnh inh Ih^ chit ludn khoic trdn 

mlnh bd io choing dii miu den. V11fal,miu 
den mang sic Ihii ̂  nghia chl svr den tli, xiu xa 
Sic thii f ngfaJa niy dugc bilu fai^ flidng qua 
cic Ihinh ngfi tilng Anh nhu: black market (cit) 
den; flij tiudng budn bin bit hop phip); iJodJU 
(danh sich d^), black sheep (t^mh vidn ci ts^ 
khic vdi nhftng ngudi cdn 1^ trong gia dlih), 
black mark (vk Sen, vk iiho), a black diiy (m^ 
ngiy xui qu^, den ddi),... 

Trong tilng Vidt, cung cd Ifai bit g ^ sic U 
;̂  nghb tuong tv nhuviy, vidy: doi trdng tu^ 
den; gdn intfc M den, gdn din IH sting; thi IDC 
hicdm;dentrdngphdnminh,,.. 

- £)i/m A/tdc n/tou: Trong tilng Anh, miu den 
cdn mang nhilu sic thii -j nghla khic nhu: S|i 
tdc gi§n (plack words); svr bl m$t (a CIA black 
operatta) hay svr hii hudc, chim bilm (Mact 
joke). Trong thinh ngfi tilng V i ^ miu den 
khdng dugc sft dyng dl thl hidn cic sic thii ̂  
n^iianiy. 

ZZMSutrittg 
- Diim ^dng nhau: Trong h ^ het cic trudng 

hpp thl miu ning fliudng mang sic dlii ^ nghla 
tich cvtc. Theo Weizbidta (1996), c6 inii liSi 
hd d$c bidt gifia miu tring vi inh sing. Tnng V 
nhidn, tiing li sic miu cua miy, tuylt trang, &1I1 
ning ban mai, do dd, nd tupng tmng cho sf 
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trong tring, flxT ngiy h ^ trong s ^ Ttong t i ^ 
Anh, miu trdng cung mang sic fliii ^ n^ua t6t 
d^, ldng tiung thyc, svr trong liing hay ngiy 
tha. Chung ta tfaudng fliiy hinh inh nhfing fludn 
t h ^ ni$c i o tiing, h ^ hlnh inh nhfing dim 
cudi tniyen th6ng d Anh ^hite wetkHn^' khi 
mi cic cd diu iii$c i o cudi miu tiing. Mdt s6 
thinh ngfi tilng Anh mang n^fla n ^ nhu: A 
while lie (ldi ndi dli ngpt ngio); A white witch 
(mdt phd flidy fliidn); A while hught (hi^ A 
tiing, ngudi cftu mdt cdng ty dang cd nguy CO b) 
kilm soit bdi mOt cdng ty khic). Trong tilng 
Vidt, cung cd lit nhilu cic fliinh ngli mang 
nghlJa n^, vi dy: tharih Ihiln bgch nhdt; thanh 
bgch; Irong trang. 

• Diim Uuk nhau: d mpt s6 dat nudc 
phuong Ddng nhu Trung Qc^ h£^ Vidt Nam, 
miu tring thudng mang sic fliii j ngj& tidu 
cvic. Trong fliyc tl, khi ta bi 6m, miu da cda 
chdng ta sd chuyin sang miu tiing xanh. Do dd, 
miu liing cd flid ddng ^ sy ylu dt, bdnh t$t, n5i 
u b u ^ Cd mdt s6 fliinh n ^ tilng Vidt phin 
inh ndt nghla n ^ kSm trdng lang ldc, trdng 
b$ch,trdnghhuma,fingxdc... 

Tuy nhidn, trong tilng Anh, miu tting Iji l i 
miu cda h ^ phuc v i dim cudi. Vf dy khi ta 
ndi "A wfate wedding" cd n^iia l i mdt dim 
cudi tmyln th6ng m i cd diu mJc viy miu 
tiing. 

2J.Miuxanh 
2.3.1. Miuxanhdalrdi 
- Biim giSng nhau: Miu xanh li mdt sic 

miu l?nh. Dd 14 sic miu cda biu trdi xanh hay 
dtd duong siu thim. Do dd, miu xanh mang tdi 
cim giic y&i lim, ydn binh h ^ tihh 1 ^ Miu 
xanh cd tic dQng tot ldn tinh fliin cda chdng ta 
1̂  miu xanh c6 flil khiln nlmi tim, nhjp flid cda 
chftng ta 6n djnh hon v i khioi ta tihh tim hon, 
dua ta tdi ti^ng fliii nghi ngoi v i timii mii. Do 
dd, trong ngdn ngfl, miu xanh mang sic fliii ^ 
nghia tich cyc. Trong tilng Vidt, Mnh inh blu 
tidi xanh hay ddng sdng xanh till hidn sy dl 
chju hay ydn binh: mdu xanh hda binh, v.v. 

TiDDg ti^ Anh, miu xanh tfai hidn fai 
vpng, mong dpi v i sy l^c quaa VI dy: i4fice Am 
imtyitimistic view tmd tthvays talks about a blue 
sky scenario; Blue are the hUls Ihat are far 
away; For whoever wants the blue sky, the price 
is H^ Behind Ihe dmtds da sky is always blue. 

- Diim khdc nhau: Tuy n h i ^ miu xanfa da 
Izdi l9i mang sic tiiii ]̂  n^ilia lidu cyc tiong tilng 
Anh. N6 flnidng di&i l i nSi bu6n hay sy tii& 
vpng. VI dg: "blues" l i thl lo^ n h ^ ch^m, 
bu6n; "I'm feeling blue" cd nghia l i tdi cim 
thiy bu6n v i fliit vpng; dofrv blues" dl ndi v l 
cim giic fliit vpng m i mdt so phy nfi g ^ phii 
sau Idii sinh: '^Scream Mue murtkr'' cd ngfa& l i 
g ^ 6n io, la hdt Irong cic cudc Ulu flnh phin 
d6L 

Trong fliinh ngfi tilng Vi^ thl miu xanh 
khdng mang sic thii i nghla niy. Vdi cic nudc 
d phuong Ddng nhu Tiung Quic hay Vidt Nam 
flii miu xanh fliudng tupng tiung ebo sy ydn 
fihbvi bda blnh. 

2.3.2. Miu xanh Id 

+ Biiu luong da ffiiln nhiln: Miu xanh l i 
miu cda Ii c^ , xuit hidn nhilu Irong tvr n h i ^ 
Trong tilng Anh v i tilng Vidt, miu xanh diu l i 
tneu tupng cda sftc sing hay Ihi&iiihi&L Vidy: 
green thumb (chl ngudi cd khilu Iring lipt); 
Green politics: chlnh sich thidn v l bio vd mdi 
tiudng Oreen belt (chl vinh dai xanh); Trong 
tilng Vidt, cd cic cidi diln d t̂ tuong ty nhu 
thdnhphSxardi, mdi Irudngxanh,... 

+Diin tdnSisohat, b4nh tiiit: Trong ti^ 
Anh, khi di& l i sdc khde khdng tot, sic m $ ylu 
dt, didng la sd ddng tft "green". Vf dy: Aft&- a 
long trip, she looks so gyeen (Sau mdt chuyin di 
dii, cd ̂  (rdng khi m^ mdi). Tuong tvr nhr v|y, 
trong t f a ^ ngfi tilng Vidt, diftng ta cd nhftng cidi 
diln d^ nhu: Xmdi nhu tdu Id chudi, Xanh nhu 
^ nhdi, Mdt xanh nanh vdng,... 

+ Diin Id stf an lodn, stf cho phip hdnh dpng 
Vf dy: Tilng Anh cd "7%e given/l^Ar" nghla li b^ 
ddn xanh, hay dxi phdp hinh ddng tuong ty trong 
ti^Vidtdhgcd "bdtdenxanh". 
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- Diim khdc nhau: Trong tieng Anh, mki xanh Id 
dm mang nhieu sSc tiiii y nghia bieu trung khdc. 
Mau xanh co the diln tk sy non ndt, thieu kinh 
ng}ii?m, vi dy: green troops (quan dpi chua du^c 
huan lLn'?n); g^en hand (Hnh m6i). Green dm 
dung de chi "s\r ghen tuc, d6 Iq"; chl ngiriri ngSy 
tha, de bj ddnh lua. 

Trong tiidnh ngQ- tieng V i ^ mdu xanh Id kh6ng 
dirpc sij dyng voi cac sdc thdi y nghia ndy. 

Z4. Mau dS 
Mdu d6 Id s3c mdu m^nh vd mang l̂ i cdm 

gjdc am n6ng nhat trong cac sdc mdu. Mdu d6 
mang 1^ cdm xue rnHnh li?t nhu sy: cuong nhi$t 
trong tinh yeu hay s\r quyet li?t trong tranh d ^ 
Theo Tir dien bdch khoa Wildpedia, mdu d6 
tu^ng tnmg cho 16ng dung cdm, s\r hgnh phiic, 
may mdn, ndng Iirpng vd nhQng cdm xix mdnh 
li$t nhu sir tiic gj^n, dam mi, finh yeu hay s\f hi 
sinh. 

- Diem giong nhau: 
+ The hi$n tinh yeu hay s\r thanh cong, vi dy: 

red carpel mang n^Ta Id tiidm d6, ddnh cho 
nhitng ngudi noi tieng hay cdc vj khdch quan trpng 
trong cdc buoi ti?c trang trpng; red hot mang n ^ a 
thdnh cong; red-blooded n^^ Id rn^nh m6, cirdng 
Irdng, d^y ham muon trong moi quan h? tinh cdm. 

Trong vdn h6a cua ngudi Vi^t, mdu d6 cung tfie 
hi^n cho h ^ phuc, may mfln, tiidnh cong vd tinh 
yeu. Mdu d6 Id mdu cua ddm cudi nhu thi$p h6ng, 
trang tri mdu dd. Hay trong cdc djp le tet chiing ta 
c6 phong bao li xl mdu d6 tupng tnmg cho may 
mdn, cdu doi d6, d^n long d6. Hoa hong d6 lupng 
tiung cho sy mdnh li?t trong tinh y6u, ta hong the 
hi?n cho ddm cudi. C6 mpt so thdnh ngQ- trong 
tieng Vi?t the hi?n sdc thdi y nghTa ndy nhu: 
g^p vgn dd, Id thdm chi hdng, v v. 

+ The hi^n st^ nguy hiem hay canh bdo: 
Cdc nghi6n ciiu chi ra rdng, mdu d6 c6 tdc 
dpng ve m$t th^ chdt Ien chiing ta nhir Idm tfing 
nhjp thd, tflng huyet dp, gay ra cdng thflng. Do d6, 
mdu d6 thudng dupc dung de thu hiit s\r chii ̂  ciia 
chiing ta, trong ngon ngQ Ihl mdu d6 c6 tiie diing 
de tfie hifn sv nguy hiem. Trong tieng Anh: in the 
red c6 n^Ta Id dang g$p nguy hiem v^ m§t tdi 
chlnh, trong tinh trying np n ^ a red rag to a bull, 
cd ngJiTa Id Idm cho ai d6 noi gian. 

(5 Vl?t Nam mdu do cdn dupc coi Id tfn hi§u 
ngi^ hiem. Cdc bien bdo cam Ihudng (trpc son 
mdu dd, mdu do ciia den giao thdng mang nghta la 
"dung l^", niit bdo dpng Ihudng cd mkx dd. 

+ The hi$n si^ gign die: Khi chung ta tuc gi|n, 
thudng m§t chiing ta s5 dd len. VI d\i: see red; a 
red face, go as red as a beet, red in the face; 
gi^ do m&, do m& tia tm, m^ do bimg bimg 
mgt do nhu Truong Phi. 

' Diem khac nhau: Dudng nhu khong cd sy 
khdc nhau d mdu ndy. 

3. Ket lu$D 
Mdu sfic khdng chi don thuan Id sy ket hpp giOa 

cdc sflc mdu dd, xanh hay den, trflng, md cdn mang 
nhieu sfic thdi y n^iia m d\^ khdc nhau trong giao 
tiep. Bflng vi?c sii dyng mdu sflc, ngudi ndi hay 
ngum viet cd tii^ dien td y kien ciia minh tiieo m t̂ 
cdch tfiii vj vd sinh dpng han. Trong thdnh ngD; 
tieng Anh vd tieng Vi?t, moi mdu sflc deu mang 
nhung sflc thdi y ngJiIa bieu trung rieng. Khi tim ra 
nhung diem tuong ty vd khdc bi|t n h ^ gjQa hai 
ngdn ngQ-, ngudi hpc s6 dl ddng hon trong vi?c 
hieu vd nhd cdc thdnh ngii tieng Anh. 
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