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Abstract: In this paper, the author analyses cultural characteristics embeded in idiomatic equal
comparisons in English and Vietnamese to highlight cultural features of each of the languages and
also to shed light on similarities and differences in the uses of idiomatic equal comparisons in the
daily life of the English and the Vietnamese. English and Vietnamese idiomatic equal comparisons
are analysed and described in details with examples through a selection of idiomatic uses of: (i)
images of human beings in societies and communities (ii) images of the natural world in English
and Vietnamese idiomatic equal comparisons. The analysis provides a thorough view on the
cultural features of the two peoples, English and Vietnamese, through images related to geography,
weather, climate, habitat, customs... characteristic of each people.
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1. Dan nhap

Trong céc thanh ngit so sanh tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét, cac nét van hoa ctia ngon ngir va tu
duy ctiia mdi dan toc dugc phan anh kha ro nét,
boi so sanh 1a cach thac dé nhan dién cac su
vat, hién twong trong cudc sdng va dé van hanh
chung. Trong bai béo nay, ching tdi phén tich
cac nét dic trung van hoéa dan toc dugc thé hién
trong thanh ngir so sanh tiéng Anh va tiéng
Viét @& 1am rd nhimg nét vin héa dan toc caa
mdi ngdn ngit, nham chi ra nhirg twong dong
va di biét trong viéc st dung thanh ngit so sénh
trong loi an tiéng noi hang ngay cua nhan dan
cua mdi dan toc.

Phép so sanh noi chung va & cac thanh ngir
ndi riéng, nhin chung, c6 hai kiéu loai quan hé
so sanh: so sanh ngang bang nhu as cheap as
dirt (ré nhu bun = ré nhu beéo), like a drowned
rat (nhuw m¢t con chugt bj chét duéi = wot nhur
chugt Iot), as if by magic (nhw cé phép mau),
chatter like a magpie (hot nhu khuéu), ... va so
sanh di biét — tirc 1a hon/kém nhu better than

one’s word (tot hon 161 hira cia minh = hua it
lam nhiéu), the more, the merrier (cang dong,
cang vui)...Trong bai viét ndy, ching t6i chi
xem xét phép so sanh ngang bang & cac thanh
ngi, boi vi tu liéu nghién ctu cho thay phép so
sanh Vvéi as...as (173/253 lugt xuat hién), like
(154/253 luot xuat hién) hay as if/ though...
dwoc dung phd bién nhit trong cac thanh
ngir so sanh.

Dé 1am 16 hon cac nét twong ddng va di biét
trong cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét,
ching tdi phan tich, miéu ta mot cach chi tiét va
cu thé nhimg nét dic trung vin héa dan toc tiém
an thong qua viéc lya chon cac hinh anh duoc
str dung trong céc thanh ngir. Cac  TNSSNB
tiéng Anh duoc miéu ta (i) theo y nghia truc tiép
cua thanh ngir va (i) duoc biéu dat bang y nghia
thuc tai ding trong giao tiép hodc twong duong
biéu dat trong tiéng Viét.

2. Nét vin héa dan toc thé hién trong
thanh ngir so sanh ngang bang Anh -Viét
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2.1. Hinh dnh con ngwoi véi cong dong xa
hgi trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

a. Hinh anh ton gido trong TNSSNB

Hinh anh ton gi4o trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh
dugc thé hién rat khiém tén. Hinh anh Thién
chtia gi4o, nha thd hay cac thanh rit mo nhat va
chi phang phit qua 6/ 253 TNSSNB, vi du nhu:

as poor as a church mouse (nghéo nhu mot
con chugt trong nha tho = nghéo rét mong toi,
ngheo xo nghéo xac)

follow somebody like Saint Anthony pig
(theo ai nhu la con lon cua thdnh Anthony =
theo ai nhw hinh véi bong, léo déo theo ai,
khong roi ai nita budc = theo nhu cdi bong)

as dead as Julius Caesar (chét nhuw Julius
Caesar =ngoeo cu toi, vO tac dung)

Nguoc lai, trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét, hinh
anh ton gido hién 1&n khé sic nét, no thé hién
cot cach cua ngudi dan Viét, 1a mot dan toc yéu
céi thién, va luén hudng dén céi thién, nén hinh
anh cua Phat gido va Nho giao di vao thanh ngir
nGi chung va TNSSNB tiéng Viét ndi rieng mot
c4ch rat tu nhién, gan glii va than thién. Voi
Phét gido, tr “Buddha” bat ngudn tir An bo,
trong tiéng Viét duoc doc 1a “Phat” (bat ngudn
tir tiéng Han) va 1a “But” duoc st dung rat phd
bién, khong thé thiéu nhu miéng com manh 4o
hang ngay cua nguoi dan nhw ngoi nhw But oc,
nhan nhie dit but, hién nhie But, béo nhw phdt
Di Lgc, ... Tu twong Nho gido ¢6 nhitng anh
huong rat 16n téi kho tang van hoa lich sir caa
Viét Nam, nhung nhirng hinh anh Nho giao chu
yéu dugc phan &nh trong TNSSNB qua hinh
anh ctia cac quan lai thoi ky phong kién thdng
tri, va qua nhitng TNSSNB d6 ta thiy duoc tu
twong tinh cam cua ngudi dan Viét dbi vai tang
I6p nay thuong mang céi nhin ti€u cuc nhu
quan thdy kién nhiw kién thdy mé, chay nhw
chay chanh tong, dénh dang nhi quan vién di
té, oai odi nhuw phii Khodi xin com...

Nhu vay vai viéc so sanh hinh anh ton giao
trong thanh ngit, ta thiy hinh anh Nho gido va
Phat gido rat gan giii va than thiét véi nguoi
nong dan lao dong Viét Nam dugc phan anh rat
sic nét va rd rang hon hinh anh ton gido trong
cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh.

b. Hinh anh con nguwoi trong TNSSNB

Hinh dnh con nguoi dugc phan anh trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh chi phang phat mot sé giai
tang Trong ca&c TNSSNB tleng Anh, khi dé cap
dén hinh anh vua, chaa (8/ 253 lugt) 1a noi dén
nhitng su huong thu cudc sdng xa hoa, vi du
nhu as drunk as a lord (say nhuw mét 1@nh chda
= say qudc can cau), as happy as a king (suéng
nhu vua = suong nhu ong hoang), live like a
lord (song nhw mét chia ddt = song nhw éng
hoang).

Hinh anh céng chuc thuc thi phdp luat nhu
as grave as a judge (nghiém ngh; nhw quan toa
= rat nghiém ngh;), hinh anh cua nhiing nguoi
dan lao dong 1am cac nghé trong x4 hoi duoc
thé hién tir nhitng duc tinh tich cuc cho dén
nhitng thoi hu tat Xau cua ho nhu:

like a lamb lighter (nhuw mét nguoi thap den
dwong = chay ban song ban chét, chay vat
chan 1én co)

as hungry as a hunter (d@oi nhu mét nguoi di
san = déi cao doi cdu, d6i run chdn run tay)

ride like a tailor (cudi ngua nhw mgt bac
tho may = nhw tho vung mat kim)

swear like a bargee/ a trooper (chii thé nhu
m¢t ga coi xa lan/ mét tén lich ki = chui rua
Xx0en xoét, chu rua tuc tan)

Bén canh d6, hinh anh con ngudi con thé
hién qua cac TNSSNB biéu thi cac mébi quan hé
nhén qua trong x& hdi nhu quan hé gitra cac
thanh vién trong gia dinh nhu like father, like
son (cha thé ndo, con thé dy), like mother, like
daughter (me nao, con dy = me do, con dao)...
Quan hé chu t& nhu like master, like man (chu
thé ndo, day t6 thé dy = thay ndo, té dy), quan
hé thay tro nhu like teacher, like pupll (thay
gido thé nao, hoc tro thé dy = thay nao, tro dy)

, quan h¢ nhan qua khac nhu like tree, like fruit
(cay nao, qua ay = nhan nao, qua ay) like
author, like book (tac gia thé nao, tac pham thé
dy = nguoi 1am sao, cua chiém bao 1am vay).

Hinh anh con nguoi Vi cong dong xa hoi
trong c4c TNSSNB tiéng Viét rat phong phu va
giau hinh anh, né thé hién nhitng nét vin hoa
dac trung, phan anh phong tuc, tap quén, 16i
song cua nguoi Viét, vi du nhu mong nhu mong
me vé chg, ludn qUan nhw chéo do dém,
Trong thanh ngir tiéng Viét hinh anh con ngudi
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con biéu hién nét an tang nhirng tri thirc vé van
héa hinh thanh vao nhiing thoi ki lich sir nhét
dinh, vi du nhu da nghi nhu Tao Thdao, ... an
hi¢n nhimg dac diém cua lich sir dan toc, vi du
nhu ng' nhie chita chom, ving nhie chiia Ba
Panh, lir dir nhw éng tir vao den, ...

Bén canh d6, hinh anh con ngudi trong
TNSSNB tiéng Viét duoc xuat hién ciing kha
ddy du cac dbi tugng trong x& hoi. Hinh anh
vua, quan ludn thé hién nhitng hinh anh mang
tinh tiéu cuc nhu léo nhéo nhu mé réo quan
vién, ngat nguong nhu xd mmng mdt via..
Hinh anh con nguoi ¢ tng I6p thap hon du:qc
xuat hién nhiéu hon trong cac TNSSNB, ho
Xuét hién véi du cac nganh nghé trong xa hoi
nhu ngoe ngudy nhw d quay tom, loanh quanh
nhw thay mU don cudi, lung lay nhw rdng ba
130, lu khu nhu 6ng cu bay muwoi, miéng ba
dong nhu Iong chim khiéu, ngat ngu"ong nhw cé
tho tien, buon ténh nhw di vé gia, ... bac biét
hinh anh con nguoi trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét
duoc thé hién kha dam nét qua nhiing
TNSSNB thé hién cac méi quan hé trong gia
dinh nhw sdn nhau nhi vo chong sam, nguay
ngdy nhuw géi ray chong om, lon xon nhw me
gap con, chi em ddu nhw bau nwéc 13, chi em
gdi nhw cai nhan sam, anh em nhw mac nhw
chéng, vénh vdo nhw bé Vo cdu am, long cong
nhw me chong Véi soi...

Ngoai ra, TNSSNB tiéng Viét con sir dung
nhitng hinh anh nam trong tiém thic tam linh
cua nguoi dan Viét nhu léo nhéo nhu me ranh,
an cdap nhw ranh... (ranh 1a hinh anh dua tré
chét yéu), bép nhuw ba c¢é bép chau (ba cé
ngudi phu nit chét tré), lang thang nhw thanh
hoang kho tinh (thanh hoang nguoi ¢d cong
khai dét 1ap lang, hinh anh siéu nhién bao vé
cudc séng binh an cho dan lang). ..

Qua khao st vé& hinh anh con ngudi trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét ching toi
thdy, hinh anh con ngudi trong TNSSNB tiéng
Viét nhiéu hon, phong pha hon hinh anh con
nguoi dugce thé hién trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh.

¢. Hinh dnh vé sinh hoat céng dong ciia
con nguoi trong TNSSNB

TNSSNB tiéng Anh xuét hién rat it nhitng
hinh anh vé sinh hoat cong dong cta con ngudi.

Qua khao sat TNSSNB tiéng Anh chiing t6i chi
tim thay rat it (3/ 523 luot) hinh anh dugc dé
cap dén nhu:

as busy as a grand central station (tzp ndp
nhu nha ga Trung tam ¢ New York = nhu nuoi
con mon)

as poor as a church mouse (nghéo nhw con
chugt nha tho: = nghéo rét mong toi, xdc nhie
Vo, tro nhur nhong)

as deep as a well (sdu nhu giéng = sdu tham
tham)

MGt s6 hinh anh cua cac vat dung phuc vu
cho céac hoat dong vui choi giai tri mang tinh
cong dong x& hoi ciing dugc thé hién trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh véi 13/253 luot xuit hién,
vi du nhu:

as high as a kite (cao viit nhu cdi diéu = say
rurou tay 0y, say tit cung thang)

as pleased as Punch (vui thich nhw la con
réi Punch = vui nhw hji)

as straight as a die (ngay thang nhw mét con
xdc xdc = thang rugt ngua)

Qua khao sat ching t6i thiy cac hinh anh
sinh hoat cong dong cia nguoi Anh rat hiém
dugc dé cap hon nira trong cac TNSSNB tiéng
Anh.

Nguoc lai, noi sinh hoat cong ddng cua
ngudi Viét dugc thé hién qua cac TNSSNB voi
tAn s6 xuat hién cao va da dang vé d6i tuong.
Noi sinh hoat cong dong phd bién nhét trong
TNSSNB tiéng Viét 1a dinh lang, trung tAm vin
hoa, ton gido va noi dién ra cac cong viéc quan
trong caa lang, vi thé dinh trd thanh hinh anh
¢b hitu trong tiém thic cia nguoi dan Viét, 1a
hinh anh biéu trung cho sy to Ién, vitng chai
nhu fo nhw cot dinh, vieng nhw cot dinh...
Trong mdi dinh lang, mdi gia dinh nguoi lang
qué Viét ludn lubn cd su hién dién caa cai
giéng noi tu hoi cua chi em phu nit 1am nhiing
cong viéc gia dinh, ciing 1a noi dé chi em sinh
hoat tap thé, trao ddi thong tin trong cudc sdng;
do d6, hinh anh céi giéng di vao TNSSNB mot
cach ty nhién nhu sy hi¢n di¢n cua nd tir hang
ngan nam nay o nong thon Vlet Nam nhur ron
nhw giéng mide, sau nhw giéng khoi... Bén
canh d6 cho ciing 14 noi sinh hoat cong ddng
phd bién cia ngudi dan va xuat hién rat thuong
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xuyén trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét nhu mong
nhw mong me vé cho, lo tho nhwr cho chiéu, am
am nhuw vé cho....

Mot s6 noi dién ra cac hoat dong vui choi
giai tri ciing duoc dé cap dén trong TNSSNB
tiéng Viét nhu dong nhu dam ga choi, vui nhir
héi, dong nhie tray héi... va mot s6 hinh anh
cua cac vat dung phuc vu cho cac hoat dong vui
choi giai tri ciing duoc dua vao TNSSNB tiéng
Viét nhu bung nhiwr tang trong, bung nhw mo
Co, trong nhu tau tuong...

d. Hinh anh vt dung phuc v sinh hoat
hang ngay trong doi Song Cua con nguoi

Qua khao sat cho thiy, cac TNSSNB tiéng
Anh sir dung hinh anh caa cac vat dung trong
doi séng sinh hoat hang ngay kha phong ph,
cd t6i 33 vat dung véi 51/523 luot duoc dé cap
dén. Khic gé va cdi dinh 1a hai vat dung dai
dién cho 16i séng cong nghiép, hién dai duoc
nhic dén nhiéu nhat boi d6 1a nhitng vét dung
thiét yéu cua ngudi dan phuong Tay nhu like a
log (nhw mét khlic gé), as sharp as a tack (sac
nhon nhuw mét chiéc dinh = nhanh tri, sang da),
as hard as nails (cizng, chac khée nhuw dinh =
khoe nhw vam)...

Hinh anh nhitng vat dung dé trang bi cho
con nguoi song ¢ xi lanh nhu gidy, tng, ging
tay, vanh mil,... véi 15/ 253 luwot xuat hién
trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh, vi dy nhu as full as
a boot (d@dy nhw mét chiéc ung = say qudc can
cau, say bi t), fit like a glove (vira nhuw mot
chiéc gang tay = vira nhuw in)...

Hinh dnh nhitng vat dung trong nha bép
ciing dugc dé cap dén kha nhiéu va phong phd
nhu que col, que cui, ong khoi, ray/sang, bod
héng, cai kleng chéi, éng khoi, than voi 15/
253 luwot xuat hién nhu trong cic TNSSNB
tiéng Anh, vi du nhu as stiff as a poker (cing
do nhir mét chiéc que coi = khé nhu que cui),
smoke like a chimney (phun khéi nhu chiéc ong
khéi = hit nh dau may xe lira), as black as
soot (den nhuwr bé héng = den nhie than).

Hinh anh nhirng vat dung dung trong quan
su ciing xuat hién trong TNSSNB nhu guom,
mui tén, bom, sung, cdy gido véi 5/ 253 lugt
xuat hién nhu as sharp as a sword (sdc nhi
guom), go like a bomb (né nhu la mét qua bom

= lén nhu diéu), as sure as a gun (chac chan
nhw la mgt khau sung = chdc nhw dinh dong
cot)...

Hinh anh nhitng vat dung dung cho lao
dong, san xuit (7/ 253 luot) phuc vu cho cuge
sdng cong nghiép nhu miii khoan, day cap, cdi
xay, may xay, thuyén trong cac TNSSNB nhu
like gimlets (nhuw nhitng mii khoan = nhin nhu
an song nuot tuoi), like a mill- pond (nhuw mot
cai bé nuéc may xay = (bién) rat ldng séng), as
hard as a nether millstone (cing nhu la thot
dudi cia chiéc coi xay = tri tim sdt dd)....

Hinh anh nhirng vat dung st dung trong gia
dinh (13/ 253 luot) nhu dong hd, sach, to gidy,
muc, ... nhu like a lock (whuw chiéc dong ho =
déu dan, chay deu, tron tru, tréi chay), be
tarred with the same brush (b; quét hdic in bang
cling Mt cai chai = cling mét giuge), ...

Hinh anh miéu ta nhirng hoat dong trong
cudc séng hang ngay (55/ 253 luot), Vi cac
hoat dong nhu an, ubng, di lai, ngd, lam viéc. ...
ciing xudt hién kha phong pht va dic sic trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh, vi du nhu eat like a bird
(an nhw chim = an nhw meo), as drunk as a
fiddler (say nhu nguoi kéo dan vi-6-16ng = say
quac can cau), sleep like a log (ngu nhw mot
khiic g6 = ngu nhw chét), work like a horse
(1am viéc nhw mét con nguwa = lam quan qudt
nhw trau), swim like a fish (boi nhw ca = boi
nhw rdi ca)...

Hinh anh miéu ta nhiimg hanh dong ndi
ning, cdi chii hay danh nhau ciing xuat hién
thap thoang trong mot sé TNSSNB tiéng Anh
nhu chatter like a magpie (hot liu 16 nhu mot
con chim dc la = hot nhu khuou), fight like cats
and dogs (cai nhau, dinh nhau nhu méo voi
ché = nhw ché véi meo) ... Hinh anh miéu ta
hoat dong mua ban nhu spend money like water
(tiéu tién nhw nuoc), sell like a hot cake (ban
ddit nhw tém twoi)...Hinh anh miéu ta cac méi
quan hé khac nhu cach cu xir ciia con nguoi Voi
nhau (7/253 lugt), vi du nhu:

treat somebody like dirt (@5 it V&i ai nhu
bun = coi nguoi nhw mé, coi nguoi nhuw rdac)

pay a man back in the same coin (hay tra lai
nguoi ta bang dong xu ciia ho = di véi but mdc
do ca sa, di véi ma méc do gidy)
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as thick as thieves (than thiét nhuw nhimg tén
trom voi nhau = dinh nhw sam)

Hinh anh miéu ta su sinh dé, séng chét trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh nhu breed like rabbits
(sinh san nhu lii tho = dé nhu ga), as dead as a
herring (chét nhw mét con cé trich = ngoéo cu
).

Viét Nam la mot nuéc ndng nghiép, nhirng
hinh anh md ta cudc sdng trong cac thanh ngi
ciing chinh [a nhixng hinh anh ¢ lién quan toi
nén san xuit do, chiing dwoc phan tich cu thé
dudi day.

Hinh anh m0 ta cac hanh dong trong cuoc
séng hang ngay cua nguoi dan Viét rat phong
pht, nhu noi nhw boc banh, noi ngang nhu cua,
noi do nhw cam hdp, néi ém nhw ru, cwoi nhuw
ndac né, cuoi nhw phd, di nhw mac ciru, di nhw
di chg, di nhw nuoc chay, lam nhw danh vat,
lam nhw meéo mua, lam nhu tro phuwong chéo,
hoc nhw cuéc kéu, hoc nhu vet,..; Riéng
TNSSNB vé hanh dong chay c6 toi 17 thanh
ngtr nhu chay nhanh nhw gio, chay nhw chay
logn, chay nhw mdc cii... Hanh dong dan c6 21
thanh ngir nhu dn nhie mé khoét, an nhie tam dn
réi,... Hanh dong ngu chi c6 mot thanh ngit 1a
ngu nhw chét; hanh dong uéng khong duoc
miéu ta truc tiép, ma trong tiéng Viét, nguoi ta
chi quy chiéu cho hanh déng udng ruou nhu
chéch choang nhw nguoi say ruou, nam vo tuu
nhu ki vé phong. Hinh anh cua su sinh ng dugc
mo ta rat tinh té nhu dé nhw ga, dé nhw ngan
nhw ngong, hinh anh miéu ta sy séng chét nhu
chét nhw troi trong, chét lan nhu ra. Chlng toi
chi tim thiy mot thanh ngir miéu ta su giau c6
trong tiéng Viét 1a gidu nhuw thach sting, nhung
khéng c6 thanh ngir ndo miéu ta sy nghéo khd,
diéu d6 thé hién sy lac quan yéu doi cua nguoi
Viét,

Cudc sbéng dan di hang ngdy ciing dugc
miéu ta nhu cdi nhau nhw chém cha, cai nhau
nhw mé bo, chiri nhw mat ga, chui nhw hat
hay,... hinh anh mua ban, no nan ciing mang
dam van hoa Viét nhu ng nhuw long luon, thi
tham nhuw lam bac gid, tiéu tien nhur nuéc.

Cac hanh vi cu xtr biéu hién cac méi quan
hé khac trong x& hoi cling di vao TNSSNB
tiéng Viét nhu noéi déi nhue cudi, xanh nhw ld,

bac nhw voi, thuwong nguoi nhw thé thuwong
thdn, an & nhu bat nuée day, can nhw long ban
tay... Trong tiéng Viét con c6 mot s6 TNSSNB
rat la nhu ddn nhur dan cudi, bon nhu thé cong
bon ving...dé mo ta nhiing nét rat riéng cua
nén van hoa Viét.

Vit dung dung trong lao dong san xuit nong
nghiép duoc dua vao TNSSNB tiéng Viét chi
yéu 1a nhitng vat dung duoc sir dung cho cong
Viéc cua nha nong nhu rang nhuw rang ban
cuéc, tay bap cay, chan ban cudc, bung nhw cdi
mai, béo nhur bo it cap, chdt nhw ném coi,
Ndng nhuw cdi coi dd, tron nhw cdi xay...Ngoai ra
la mot s6 cac vat dung khac duoc dung trong
gia dinh nhu lung nhw canh phan, mat dai nhw
cdi bom, miéng nhir gau giai, nhan nhu bj...

Vit dung trong nha bép chu yéu 1a nhing
vat dung mang ban sic van hoa ctia ngudi nong
dan Viét Nam nhu #ron nhw vai nhit, khinh
khinh nhuw hii mam théi, vo Ché‘ng nhuw dia co
doéi, vitng nhw kiéng ba chdn, san sdt nhw bat
ap, Mdt nhw cdi thét, coi troi bang vung, mat
pheén phet nhuw cai mam ...

Tuy nhién ching tdi tim dugc rat it
TNSSNB tiéng Viét chira cac hinh anh vat
dung dé trang bi cho con ngudi nhu xdng xinh
nhie 1€ sinh, luot buot nhu 1é sinh; nhirng vat
dung ding trong quan sy ciing rét it nhu ban
nhw dan d6, nhw chéng véi mac.

Hinh anh cac mon an Viét Nam duoc dua
vao TNSSNB la nhitng tim banh, dong qua &
cac phién cho qué, mang dam dac trung, ban
sic van hoa dan toc cua ngudi néng dan, qua do
ta thiy duwoc mot nén vin hoéa am thyc voi
nhitng mén in mang huong vi déng qué nhu
noi déo nhwr keo mach nha, ngot nhw mia i,
mat day nhu banh diic, mém nhw bin, ranh
ranh nhw canh nau he, ép nhw ép gio, chuyen
NG nhue bap rang, khinh nhu mé, gdt nhw mdm
t6m, x6t nhw mudi, rau nhi diwa... Ma hoan
toan khong co trong cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh.

Qua khao sat cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh va
tiéng Viét chira hinh anh con nguoi véi cong
ddng x& hoi ching toi thiy, hinh anh con ngudi
trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét da boc 16 dugc
nhitng nét dac trung van hoéa dan toc da dang
hon va gidu ban tinh, sic nét hon, duoc boc 16
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vai nhitng cung bac tinh cam khac nhau hon so
véi cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh.

2. Hinh anh thé gi¢i tw nhién trong
TNSSNB tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét

a. Nét vin héa trong TNSSNB dwoc thé
hign qua hign twreng twr nhién

Nhirng hién twong tu nhién rat quen thudc &
Moi noi trén trai dat hanh tinh nay nhu chép,
sdm, mua, mua da, gi6... dugc su dung kha
phé bién trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh véi 34/523
lwot xut hién, vi du nhu as quick as a flash
(nhanh nhu chop), as loud as thunder (vang
rén nhw sam), as right as rain (thang nhu mua
= khée nhuwr vam, khoe khoan), as thick as
hailstone (day nhw hon muwa da = qua sung tuc,
thela mura), as swift as the wind (nhanh nhw
gid)...Hién tuong tu nhién dac trung cua khi
hau phuong Ty nhu as white as snow (trang
nhw tuyét)... Bén canh d6 1a nhitng vat thé hién
hitu trong ty nhién nhu dét, nudc, da, lia, séng,
hd cling xuat hién nhiéu trong cac TNSSNB
tiéng Anh nhu as salt as brine (mén nhw nuéc
bién), as cheap as dirt (ré nhuw bun), like blazes
(nhw nhitg ngon lira = mgnh mé, diz dgi, manh
ligt)...

Véi khu vuce dia 1i dugc bao boc bai khdi
Pai tiy duong, nudc Anh c6 khi hau bién 6n
hoa, thang lanh nhat 1a thang 1 va thang 2, dic
biét 1a bd bién Anh, thoi tiét lanh nay da di vao
TNSSNB nhu as cold as a stone (lanh nhuw da
= lgnh nhw bang), thang 7 1a thang nong nhat
voi as hot as fire (nong nhw lhia, nong nhw
thiéu nhu dot).

Viét Nam nam trong khu vyc nhiét di, gio
mda, mia hé néng birc, mia dong lanh budt,
dic diém khi hau d6 da duoc ghi lai trong
TNSSNB tiéng Viét, dic biét khi hau nong
duoc biéu hién qua 10 TNSSNB nhu néng nhu
thiéu nhuw dot, nong nhw lira, nong nhw rang,
nong nhw hon than, nong nhw ludc, nong nhw
hun, ncfng nhur thiéu, ncfng nhwe doi lika ..., con
thoi tiét lanh cling dwoc miéu ta nhu lanh nhue
bang, lanh nhu déng, lanh nhw sat, lanh nhw
tien, lanh nhw cat rugt, lanh nhw nuéc oc, rét
nhw cat da, ...

Hinh anh cua vat thé ty nhién khac ciing
duoc miéu ta rat sic nét trong cac TNSSNB

tiéng Viét, nhu hinh anh cua dat, da dugc nhan
cach hoa nhu ban tinh hién hda cia nguoi dan
dét Viét nhu hién nhu cuc dat, hién nhuw dat,
lanh nhir cuc dat, mat nang nhu deo da, md'ng
nhw tat neéc vao mat... V6i nhitng uu dai vé
dia hinh dia li va khi hau nén Viét Nam cé hé
thong song ngdi day dic, hinh anh cua nhirng
dong sbng, con nudc di vao TNSSNB voi
nhiing y nghia nguyén thuy cua né nhu dai nhw
song,.. hay dé miéu ta cudc séng hang ngay cua
nguoi dan nhu lam nhie ca cuong 1gi song,
dung dinh nhw chinh troi song....

b. Nét van hoa trong TNSSNB dugc thé
hién qua hinh dnh cac loai thuc vt

Hinh anh cuia cac loai thuc vat xuét hién
trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh véi 20/523 Tuot Xuat
hién, cha yéu 1a mot sb loai cdy, qua, hoa, 14
nhung voi tan s6 xuat hién cia mdi loai chi mot
dén hai lan, vi du nhu as fresh as a daisy (fuoi
nhw mot doa hoa cuc = twoi nhu hoa), as round
as an apple (tron trinh nhw qua t40), bitter as
wormwood (ddang nhuw rau ngdi tdy = ding nhuw
mat), shake like an aspen leaf (run lén nhw mat
chiéc ld cdy dwong = run nhw cay say), as red
as a cherry (do nhw trdi anh dao)...

Hoa hdng loai hoa biéu tugng cho nuéc Anh
ciing chi xuat hién co 3 luot biéu thi cho sy tuoi
sang, dang ngoi va tran tré sic séng nhu as fair
as a rose, as fresh as a rose, red as a rose (tuoi
nhw hoa hong = twoi nhw hoa, dé nhw hoa
hong). Bén canh do, co loai dau (peas/ beans)
duoc st dung 3 lan biéu thi cho sy gidng nhau
nhu as like as two peas, likes as two beans (nhuw
hai hat ddu = giong nhau nhw dic, giong nhau
nhw hai giot nuoc).

V6i sy vu dai cua thién nhién c6 khi hau
nong 4m mua nhiéu, nén h¢ thyc vat cia Viét
Nam rat phong phu, dic bi¢t la nhirng loai cay
duoc st dung cho viéc ndu an xuét hién kha
phé bién trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét nhu roi nhw
canh he, lin nhie cdy nam, vang nhw nghé, lanh
chanh nhw hanh khéng muoi, .... Nhitng loai
cay duoc biéu hién véi nhitng nét rat riéng cua
moi loai nhu day nhw mo cau, tron nhuw hat mit,
nhw tre am buyi.... Ngoai ra, nhiing loai cay
duoc trong trong vuon nha di vao TNSSNB
tiéng Viét v6i sy quan sat hét sic tinh té nhu
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nhw chuoi chin cdy, ding nhw ngam bé hon,
tron nhw hat mit, lung ting nhu nggm hgt thy,
mdt den nhw hat nhan, rang déu nhur hat na,
I0ng va ciing nhu long sung, mdat do nhu gd'c.‘..

V6i nén vin héa nong nghiép 1a dac diém
ndi bat cho ban sic van hoa dan toc Viét, nén
hinh anh ciy lua dwoc xuét hién véi tan sé kha
I6n (21 luot) V6i ddy du cac ddc trung cua
ching nhu mong nhw ld hia, lang nhang nhie
cua rom, chét nhw nga ra, khinh ngwoi nhie
rom.... Hinh anh hat laa duoc st dung rét nhiéu
dé so sanh véi tinh nét, hoat dong sinh hoat
trong doi song hang ngay cua nguoi dan Viét
nhu cdm nhur thoe, hién nhie théc, im nhir thoc
dé bo, chuyén né nhir gao rang, dé nhuw cdm
hci'p, chit nhuw tréu trit....

c. Nét vin héa trong TNSSNB duwgc thé
hi¢n qua hinh d@nh cac loai vt

Trong 523 TNSSNB tiéng Anh cho thay sb
lwong cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh cé chira cac
hinh anh lién quan dén cac loai vat c6 tan sé
Xuat hién nhiéu dung tht 2 (165/ 523 luot xuat
hién sau nhitng TNSSNB biéu thi su vat hozc
chit liéu) gdm 7 nhom loai véi 47 loai vat. Pay
1a hinh anh duoc dua vao TNSSNB tiéng Anh
phong phl nhat, dugc md ta mot cach tinh té
nhat véi cac dic trung vin hoa rd nét nhat.
Trong d6, nhitng loai thu duoc thuan héa nudi
trong nha chiém sb luong nhiéu nhat (42/523
luot), con méo va con ciru xuat hién 10 lan.
Con meo la con vat nudi duge cung nhit trong
mdi gia dinh nguoi Anh, hinh anh con méo
duoc sir dung trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh voi
nhitng tinh cach khac nhau, lic nghich ngom
nhu as playful as a kitten (tinh nghich nhuw méo
con), loc to ra hiéu chién nhu fight like
Kilkenny cats (chién ddu nhw nhing chi meo
Kilkenny = giét hai ldn nhau), nhung ciing c6
khi rat dang yéu nhu as nervous as a cat (o' sét
nhw mot con meo = nhw ché nha tang)... Bén
canh do, hinh anh chd chuét théng minh, tinh
nghich ciing di vao TNSSNB tiéng Anh véi 11
lwot xuét hién, voi nhitng biéu trung hoan toan
nguoc lai véi meéo. Chudt dugc miéu ta vai tinh
cach nhat nhat, luén phai séng chui lii trong
hang, dudi cong nhu as quiet as a mouse (im
lang nhuw mot con chugt = lén it nhu con

chugt), like a rat in a hole (nhw chugt ¢ trong
m¢t hang = chugt chay cung sao), like a rat in
a trap (nhw chugt dinh bdy = trong tinh trang
bé tac khdng loi thodr)... Cha chuét 1a biéu
trung cua su tu 1ap, ludn phai tu kiém séng, do
do6 chu luon ¢ trang thai ngheo, d6i nhu as poor
as a church mouse (ngheéo nhu mgt con chugt
trong nha tho = nghéo rét mong toi, xdc nhu
Vo, tro' nhu nhéng). Ché va meo lubn trong tinh
trang ddi nghich nhau, khéng bao gi¢ hoa hop
v6i nhau ciing duoc di vao TNSSNB tiéng Anh
nhu fight like cats and dogs, agree like dogs
and cats, as different as cats and dogs (cai
nhau/ danh nhau nhw meéo voi chd = (ghét
nhau) nhw ché voi meo).

Bén canh d6, hinh anh con ciru xuat hién
nhur 14 hién than cia nén van hoa du myc ciing
9 luot xuat hién trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh.
Curu di vao TNSSNB chu yéu dé thé hién cho
tinh cach hién lanh, ngoan ngodn, ngay tho,
ngé ngan nhu as gentle as a lamb (hién lanh
nhw mét con ciu = hién nhur but), as quiet as a
lamb (lgng 1é nhw m¢t con cuu = cam nhw
hén), as silly as a sheep (ngé ngdn nhu chii ciru
= ngu nhw bo, ngu nhw lon)...

Hinh anh con tho ciing duoc sir dung nhiéu
trong TNSSNB tiéng Anh (8 luot), véi dic tinh
hién lanh, nhat nhat nhu as timid as a hare
(nhat nhuw tho = nhdat nhw cd, nhat nhuw tho dé),
véi dac trung nhanh nhen run like a rabbit
(chay nhir mét con thé = chay rat nhanh), va
dua vao dac trung sinh li cta loai tho la vao
thang 3 la thoi ki sinh san cua tho as mad as
March hare (dién nhw con tho thdng 3 = phat
ré 18n, phat cusng 1én), breed like rabbits (sinh
San nhuw lii tho = dé nhuw ga)...

Ngoai ra cac loai vat nudi trong nha khac
ciing xudt hién kha phong pht nhu as obstinate
as a mule (budng nhw mét con la = cimg dau
cing co, tro- nhw mat thét), as straight as a
horse (khoe nhu ngua = khoe nhu trau), as fat
as a pig (béo nhu lon = béo nhw con cun ciit,
béo nhw con trdu truong)...

Trong sé nhitng hinh anh cua cac loai vat
duoc sir dung trong cac TNSSNB tiéng Anh,
céc loai gia cam ciing da dang nhu as mad as a
wet hen (titc gidn nhw con ga bi wot 16ng = noi
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con tam banh), like water off a duck’s back
(nhw nuéc chay tugt khdi lung mot con vit =
nhw nuée do dau vit, nhu nudce s 4 khoati), as
silly as a goose (ngd ngan mhur mét con ngong
= ngu nhu bo, ngu nhu lon)...

Pén ca nhimg loai con trung ciing duoc
quan sét rat tinh té va dua vao TNSSNB tiéng
Anh nhu bo chét, cadnh cing, rép, ran, budm,
ran, ong, nhén, doi, coc, dé vi du nhu as deaf as
a beetle (diéc nhu mét con b = diéc dac, diéc
oi), as gaudy as a peacock (trung di¢n nhuw con
cong trong = dirong dwong tie dac) as cheerful
as a cricket (vui nhur mgt con dé = vui nhw
sdo)...

Mot s6 loai vat hoang da khac ciing duoc dé
cap nhu nhitng loai chim nhu chim 1an, chim
cu, chim son ca, chim ac, chim chan dg, chim
bd cau, chim chién chién, qua, cdng, sam cam,
diéu hau, sa giéng voi day da cac dic trung
khac nhau nhu:

as crazy as a loon (kéu nhu tiéng kéu con
chim meéc = rdt ngu ngoc, hoan toan mat tri)

run like a redshank (chay nhw m¢t con chim
chdn dé = chay nhanh nhw ngua té)

sing like a nightingale (hat nhw chim hoa mi
= liu lo nhw chim hot)

Loai dong vat hoang da sdng & trong ring
biéu hién cho sirc manh nhu gau, hé, voi, soi,
su tir, 40, nai, tho, soc trong TNSSNB tiéng
Anh nhu as gruff as a bear (hon nhuw gdu)

as bold as a lion (t&o bao nhuw sw tir = gan |i
twong quan), as hungry as a wolf (@i nhw con
s6i = déi cdo, déi cau, ddi run chan tay), have
(got) a hide like an elephant (c6 mét bg da
giong nhw mét con voi = nhé nhuw in) ...

Loai vat séng ¢ dudi nude ciing rit da dang
va phong phu, du cac loai nhu as close as
herrings (chdt nhw ca trich = chdt nhuw ném,
chdt nhw ném coi), as busy as a beaver (bdn
biu nhw con hdi ly = nhw con mon), as close
as a clam/ an oyster (khép kin nhuw mot con
trai/ so = cam nhu hén)...

Lép dong vat trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét
ciing khong kém phan phong phd, nhitng loai
vat dugc dua vao TNSSNB biéu hién cho
nhitng dic trung vé dia hinh, vi tri dia Ii, va
diéu kién khi hau cua Viét Nam. Véi 600 luot

xuat hién véi 105 loai khic nhau nhu loai
chim, dong vat duéi nuéc, gia cam, gia xdc,
tht hoang da, con trung, bo sat va dac biét la
nhirng con vat thiéng ma chi riéeng TNSSNB
tiéng Viét méi co nhu dn nhuw rong cuon, noi
nhw rong leo, lam nhw méo mira, trong sé do
thi nhom cac dong vat dudi nudc va nhom
chim hoang da dugc st dung nhiéu nhat voi
36 va 21 luot xuét hién.

Nhom céc loai dong vat dudi nudc cha yéu
la c&c loai vat nude ngot song & ao hd, kénh
rach, trén ddng ruong nuoc, gan gii voi doi
séng cua ngudi néng dan Viét Nam, chinh vi
thé ma ching dwoc quan sat kha tinh té nhu
ngang nhw cua, gwong nhw mdat éch, g nhw
lung tém, nhung nhiic nhw ruoi, rach nhw t6
dia, dai nhw dia déi, mdt nhw mdt éc nhoi,
cam nhw hén, nhi nong noc dirt duéi, 16i théi
nhir cd tréi x6 rugt, 1on ngon nhw cua bo, ray
lén nhuw dia phdi véi, ling ting nhw éch vao
xiéc, .... Mot sb loai dong vat nudc man véi
nhitng hinh anh rat hién lanh ciing xuat hién
trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét voi nhing dic
diém, dic trung riéng cta chung nhu dinh nhu
sam, cong nhw cong da trang, nhat nhw cay,
dai nhw vich... Mac du vi tri dia li Viét Nam
c6 duong bién rat dai, phong phi vé chung
loai dong vat nudc man, nhung nguoi Viét lai
khéng quan tdm nhiéu dén chung, didu nay
cang lam noi bat nén van hoa Viét Nam Ia nén
vian minh lha nuéc lam lu mo cac dac trung
van hoa nudc khac.

Loai chim duoc dwa vao TNSSNB tiéng
Viét véi nhiéu dic diém vé hinh thic va trang
thai khac nhau nhu mdt nkw mdt cl vo, den
nhu qua, Xau nhw cu, bom xom nhu ) gua,
than co ciing nhuw thdn chim, ... Nhitng dac
diém vé nép sdng sinh hoat nhu nhanh nhu
cat, nhom nhu cii nhom guong bénh, héi nhuw
cu, hot nhw khwou, nhay chan sdo, kéu nhuw
vac, kéu nhw 6, hoc nhw cuéc kéu, néi nhuw
Vet...vGi nhitng sic thai tinh cam cua nguoi
Viét nhu ngo ngdn nhw chim chich lac rimg,
nhw chim lién canh, ...

Nhom loai vat c6 s6 lugng TNSSNB tiéng
Viét xuat hién nhiéu nhat Ia loai gia cam, gia
stc vai 57 luot, chu yéu la ga, vit, ngan, gong
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nhu khan khan nhw giong Vit duc, mat gay
nhu gong ia. Riéng hinh anh con ga duoc sir
dung 39 luot véi nhitng dac trung dién hinh
loai nay nhu dé nhu ga, quang quac nhu ga
mai me, chit chiu nhu ga con mdt me, hoc nhw
ga da vach, lo do nhw ga mang hom, mat do
nhur 9a choi, lép bép nhur ga mo tép ...

Mot s lodi vat nudi trong nha ciing xuat
hién kha ddy du trong TNSSNB tiéng Viét
nhu long bong nhw ngua chay dwong quai,
léo nhéo nhw méo vit dong rom, gdy nhw bo
rong, chay nhanh nhir ngua té ... Riéng hinh
anh con chd, con vat than quen véi mdi gia
dinh Viét Nam véi 27 lugt xuat hién duoc
nhan cach héa vai nhirng tinh cach cuaa con
ngudi, Vi du nhu lang vang nhw ché cdi tron
con, loanh quanh nhw cho nam chéi, lau bau
nhir ché hée xwong, lam lam nhw ché an vung
bét, lo ldo nhw ch6 thdy thoc, lii thii nhuw ché
Cup dudi... Hinh anh “con trau la dau co
nghiép” lai xuat hién c6 10 luot gan lién voi
dic trung coéng viéc cua nha nong nhu ban
nhw trau dam (dam), béo nhw con trdu
trwong, dai nhuw trdu dai, hung huc nhw trdau
hic ma, khoe nhu trau, khoe nhu trau méng,
ldm nhu trau vii ...

Mot sb loai dong vat hoang da séng &
trong rimg ciing duoc dua vio TNSSNB tiéng
Viét nhu nhdan nhé nhw khi an gieng, hon nhie
gcfu, manh nhu hé, nhw huou vot d‘éng noi ...

Ngoai ra, TNSSNB tiéng Viét cd nhitng
nét dac trung riéng ma khong thé lan duoc &
bat cir ngdbn ngir nao nhu nodi doi nhw cudi,
oan nhw Thi Kinh, no' nhu chiia Choém, chét
dung nhu T Hai, ...

Két luan

Qua viéc phan tich trén cho thiy cac
TNSSNB da cho chung ta mét birc tranh sinh
dong vé cac nét dic trung van hoa dan toc
trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Nhirng nét van
hoa dic trung vé cac méi quan hé giira con
ngudi Voi con ngudi, V6i cong ddng xa hoi va
VGi tr nhién duoc thé hién théng qua viéc lya
chon stir dung hinh anh trong cic TNSSNB
tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Cac nét dic trung
van hoa dan toc gan voi cac dic diém dia i,
thoi tiét, khi hau, diéu kién séng, phong tuc

tap quan, cong cu, phuong tién ... cia mdi
dan toc 1a khac nhau. Cac TNSSNB tiéng Viét
str dung nhitng hinh anh phong phd, tinh té va
dic sic hon, 10t ta duoc tat ca cac khia canh
ctia cudc séng voi dic trung cua nén van minh
laa nuéc, thé hién duoc tinh than va cbt cach
cuaa mot dan toc yéu chuong hoa binh ludn
séng hoa dong véi thién nhién, dung nhu
GS.TS Nguyén Thién Giap da nhan dinh “hon
linh vyc ngdn ngt ndo khac, cac thanh ngir
tiéng Viét thé hién dam nét dic trung van hoa
dan toc Viét Nam”.
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