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NGUON GOC CUA CAC TU CHI MAU SAC
TRONG TIENG VIET

THE ETYMOLOGY OF

THE VIETNAMESE NAMES OF COLORS
VO TRUNG PINH
(TS; Pai hoc Ngoai ngir, Pai hoc Hué)

Abstract: The words of colors are an important part in Vietnamese vocabulary. In the study of
the origin of these words (red, blue, yellow, white and black), we found that Vietnamese names of
colors shared more characteristics common to other languages in the Austroasiatic family. However,
some of them have become part of many of the genetically unrelated languages of Southeast Asia,
such as Thai (one of the Tai-Kadai languages) or the Malayo-Polynesian group within

Austronesian.

Key words: colour words; etymology; Austroasiatic languages; Austronesian languages; Sino-

Vietnamese.

1. Mé dau

Trong cong trinh Luoc khao lich su ter vung
tiéng Viet, Vit bac Nghiéu da khao sat va budc
dau phan tich, gisi thieu ve nguon gdc tir vung
tiéng Viét, vé dién mao va dién tién caa né qua
céc phan Ki lich st khac nhau. Trén thuc té, kho
tr vyng cua tiéng Viét cuc ki phong phd, cac
ngudn gbe chinh dé tap hop thanh tir vung tleng
Viét phai ké den tir ngr co ngUOn goc Nam A,
Nam D40, gbc Théi, gbc Han, géc An-Au. Su
hinh thanh cua tir vung tiéng Viét phai xét dén
mbi tuong quan va tlep xUc ctia nd Véi rat nhiéu
ngdn ngit khac nhau trong khu vuc, ma mot
trong nhiing biéu hign cu thé 1a nhom tir chi
mau sic ma trong trong cong trinh nghién ctu
trén chwa dé cap dén.

Theo bang 100 tir co ban cua Swadesh,
nhém tir chi mau sic gdbm ¢6 red (mdu do), blue
(mau xanh), yellow (mau vang), white (mau
triang) va black (mau den). Trén co sé van dung
phuong phap cia ngbn ngit hoc so sanh lich su
vao nghién ciu hinh thai gc coa tir, dua vao
nhitng ngdn ngit ¢6 quan hé cdi ngudn Véi
nhau, ching t6i thir di tim ngudn géc ciia nhém
tir chi mau sic trén trong tiéng Viét va ca nhiing
tir dong nghia, can nghia ctia no.

2. Tinh tir chi mau sic trong tiéng Viét

2.1. Mau do

Mau do /d>®* (red) dang vi tri 87 trong
Bang 100 tir co ban. Vi Bac Nghiéu xac dinh
tir ndy 6 ngudn gdc Viét-Muong !

Viét Muong  Ruc Tha Vung

d ' b  th

Paul K.Benedict phan tich dién tién am doc

cua tir “do” trong tiéng Thai [ *?deen, xuat X
tir *Pbreen<*?brian<*q/b/(i)yan, dong thoi so
sanh né Véi tir **biyan=*b/iyan trong tiéng
Indonesia nghia 12 “chuyén sang mau dé”, tir do
dua ra cach doc cua tur “dé” trong tieng Nam

Thai (Austro Thai) la *o/b/(i)yan. #**%

Tran Bao A (Chen Baoya) cho rang, tir chi
mau do tiéng Pong Pai va Mon-Khmer ¢6 quan
hé ho hang véi nhau: 42

Wa  Choang Thai (phia Tay Nam)

raung ding*

Thai (phia Tay)

deng®

Ly Cam Phuong (Li Jinfang), cho rang tiéng
Laha ¢ Viét Nam va cac ngbn ngir Gelao,

deng*


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thai_language
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Buyang & Trung Quéc thudc nhoém Pong Dai
¢ cing ngudn gdc Vé cach doc tir “do: 184
Laha (Han) Laha (Sui) Baha Mulao Laji
dxt* dt®  tse® zau®  tio®
Va ciing ¢6 thé so sanh véi nhom tiéng Thai,
tiéng Lé (Li language):
Choang (Wuming) Choang (Longzhou)

Thai Lé
din* deen’
daeaen’ deelj3

Ngd An Ky (Wu Anqi) trong cong trinh
Han Tang ngir dong nguyén nghién cuu (2002)

lai cho rang, tir “d¢” trong tiéng Thai *?danB <

*k-dan? ¢4 thé tim ngudn gbc & tiéng Nam Do,

vi du tiéng Puyuma doc la midarar), tiéng Bunun

doc la madanyas. Sau nhiéu chimg minh ong

dua ra két luan tr “do” va “lra” trong tién

3921(])ng Pai ¢6 ngudn goc tir tiéng Nam Pao. 5315,
2.2 Mau xanh

Mau xanh / se:n™/ (green) dung vi tri 88
trong Bang 100 tir co ban. Ruth  Wilson
liét ké mot loat ngbn nglr thuoc nhém Mon-
Khmer ¢6 cach doc tir “xanh” c6 thé dbi chiéu
véi tiéng Kinh: 207

Muong Bru  Pokoh Cua

seng ceng  seeng seng

Cao Vinh Ky (Gao Yonggi) (2003:156) con
ddi chiéu véi mot sb tiéng khac:1*>®

Kinh Mang Lai (Quang Tay)

Sagl »Va1355 G&‘[JS ‘ ’

Ly Cam Phuong (1999:184) cho rang, tieng
Laha ¢ Viét Nam va cac ngén ngir Gelao,
Buyang & Trung Qudc thudc nhom Pdong Dai
c6 cing ngudon gdc V& cach doc tur
“xanh”:[4.184]

Laha (Han) Laha (Sui) Pubiao

Giljs hiu®* ji1345ten55

Nguyén Ngoc San xép tir “xanh” vao nhom
tir Tien Han Viét, co cach doc “xanh” trude roi
sau ndy mai co cach doc “thanh”. B! Trong
khi d6 Nguyén Thién Giap (2009:247) lai cho
rang “xanh” thuoc Han-Viét Viét hoa, 1a 4m doc

Anshun

Viét hda cia “thanh”. ®21 Vi Puc Nghiéu
cling xac dinh tir nay thudc tir Han-Viét Viét
hda, bat nguon tir tir “thanh” (7) trong tiéng
Han [1.168]

C6 thé thay, nhiing tur goc Han phi Han Viét
d3 tham nhap rat su vao tiéng Viét, co ning luc
hoat dong tu do va kha ning két hop tir rong réi
khong thua kém céc tir thuan Viét. Trong khi do
c4c tir Han Viét lai c6 tam hoat dong it ty do
hon, bi rang budc va han ché nhiéu hon. So
sanh giita “xanh” va “thanh” c6 thé thay rat rd
diéu ndy. Vi vay, Nguyén Tai Can chi chia cac
tir géc Han thanh hai nhém 16n: nhom céc tir
Han Viét va nhém céc tir phi Han Viet, 1042

Ngoai ra, Bach Nhat Binh (Bai Yiping) con
cho rang, “thanh” va “sanh” 1a hai tir ¢6 cling
mot gbc, 4m doc va ¥ nghia co nhiéu nét tuong
ddng, tuong tu hai tir “grow” va “green” trong
tiéng Anh. %2 Trong tiéng Han, tir “sanh” con
biéu thi ¥ nghia “trai cdy chwa chin”, trong tiéng
Viét dung tir “xanh” dé biéu dat y nay.

2.3 Mau vang

Mau vang ve:p®/ (yellow) dang vi tri 89
trong Bang 100 tir co ban. Vi Bac Nghiéu xac
dinh tir nay thudc tr Han-Viét Viét hoa, bét
nguon tir chir “hoang™ (#) trong tiéng Han.
L1 Bjén am tir “h-" sang “v-" ¢6 thé tim thiy
rat nhiéu trong cac tir Han Viét Viét hoa, vi du:
hac 2vac, hoa 2va, hoach 2vach, hoan 2vién,
hoa =vé, hda =va, hoan 3ven hoi vé ...

Cao Vinh Ky con d6i chiéu am doc tir
“vang” véi mot so ngdn ngit khac trong ngir hé
Nam A [7.142, 156]

KinhWa Blang De’ang Lai
van® lhey  lan'  ty zan'
2.4 Mau trang

2.4.1 Trang

Mau tring / een™/ (white) dang vi tri 90
trong Bang 100 tur co ban. Binh Nguyén Loc so
sanh tur “trang trong tiéng Viét vai tir “térang”
trong tiéng Ma Lai. "**®1' v buc Nghiéu chi
ra “trang” ¢6 nguon géc Nam Dao, tiéng Bahasa

Indonesia (BL) doc Ia “terang”. 124]
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“Trang” con cd thé xem xét ngudn géc tir tir
“trang”. “Trang” c6 mau sang tréng, am doc va
y nghia cta Cac tur “trang” “trang” “sang” rat
trong dong, cd thé co cing nguon goc
“Trang/giang” trong tiéng Viét c6 ngudn goc
Nam Dao: H%)
Viét XVII. UAN. BI. Rade Jarai uyama

Blang *bulanbulan mlaan blan volan buuran
Tir “sang” cling ¢6 ngudn goc Nam Dao: Bl
doc la “siang”.[1.127]
2.4.2 Bac

“Bac” /6e:k?/ chi mau sic trong tiéng Viét
c6 ba nghia: Thur nhat chi mau tring duc, vi du:
vang may bac, dnh tring bac; Thi hai chi (rau,
toc) da chuyén thanh mau tring vi tudi gia, vi
du: chdm rau bac, dau dom bac; Tht ba chi sy
phai mau, khdng con gitt nguyén mau cii, vi du:
Chiéc a0 bac phéch,; Ao di bac mau.

O khu vuc Trung Nguyén (Trung Qudc) thoi
so khai cac kim loai déu duoc goi la “kim”, vi
du “vang” 1a “hoang kim”, bac 1a “bach kim”
“Bach” 4m tiéng Han thuong cb 1a *brak, &m
“bac” trong tiéng Viét cd thé xuat xa tir am doc
nay, thuoc nhém tir Han-Viét co. “Bach” 4m
Han trung c6 1a *bak, twong duong véi am Han
Viét “bach” sau nay.

Ngd An Ky cho rang, tir “bac” trong tiéng
Campuchia prak va tiéng Viét bak co thé doi
chiéu véi nhém ngdn ngit Tang-Mién, cach doc
tuong tu tr “bach”, vi du: (572

Di (Yi) Lisu Jino Lahu

phyo® phu®*  phru® phu®

Cach doc tir “bac” cua mot sé ngdbn ngi
trong ngit hé Nam A tuong tw nhom Tang-
Mién, diéu d6 cho thiy thoi Chién Quéc nhém
ndi tiéng Mén-Khmer phan bé ¢ khu vuc Van
Nam di co sy tiép x(c v6i nhom ndi tiéng
Tang-Mién & canh do va chiu sy anh huong cua
tiéng Han co.

Ngoai ra tir ndy con co thé ddi chiéu voi
tiéng Nam Pao, vi du tiéng Edé doc 1a prak,
tiéng Cham c6 doc la *pirak. Paul K.Benedict
con doi sanh 4m doc tir “bac” trong tiéng Nam
Pao **pilak=*pirak vai tir “bach” trong tiéng
Théi *phiak, tir d6 dinh ra 4m doc ¢o cua tir

Kulavan

“pach, bac” trong tiéng Nam Thai co [a
*(m)pirak. 4%

2.5. Mau den

Trong bang 100 tir co ban cua Swadesh,
“den” (black) va “dém” (night) lan luot déng &
vi tri 91 va 92. Hai tir ndy c6 mdi lién quan vi
nhau vé mat ngit &m, ngit nghia. Ching ta hay
thir di tim nguon géc cia chung ciing nhu
nhitng tir ddng nghia, cin nghia khac.

2.5.1 Den Iden™/

Ruth S.Wilson cho rang tir ndy c6 ngudn goc
Mon-Khmer: [6.209]

Muong Hre Bahnar Katu  Boroven

yom gam nggom tam/yong jom

Tuy nhién, cach doc ctia nhom trén cd thé
déi chiéu vai tir “ngdm” trong “den ngdm” ctia
tiéng Viét. Binh Nguyén Loc trong cuén Nguon
goc Ma Lai cia dan téc Viét Nam  lai cho rang
tir “den” trong tiéng Viét c6 ngudn goc tiéng
M4 Lai; 12419

Kinh Thai Ma Lai

den/thAim  lam/dam hi tam

Ly Cam Phuong chi ra rang, tiéng Laha &
Viét Nam va cac ngdn ngir Gelao ‘Buyang o
Trung Quéc ¢ cling mot ngudn goc vé céch
doc tir “den”; 1184

Laha Pubiao Langjia Anshun

din®* dam®, djam*® ?dam®lan®

Ngd An Ky so sanh cach doc tir “den” cua
hé ngdn ngir Bong Dai véi hé ngdbn ngit Nam
D40, tir d6 chi ra “den” *k-dam cua tiéng Tay

Thai ¢6 ngudn goc tiéng Nam Péo; &% 3+
Trang Bong Mulao Lingao
dam* nam! lam* » dam® 7
Lé Indo/Aceh Chamcd M43 Laicd
Hitam itam *hitam *hitom

Vit Bac Nghiéu ciing chi ra rang, “den” ¢6
nguon goc Nam Dao, tieng Bahasa Indonesia

doc la “dian”. [1124]

2.5.2 bém /dem®/

Binh Nguyén Loc tung chi ra tur “dém” trong
tiéng Viét co nguon goc M4 Lai. ™49 v buc
Nghiéu ciing xep “d€m” vao nhom tur cO nguon
goc Nam bao. 1427
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UAN. *dam dam (gitr yén lang)
Bl. diam (yén ang)
BIl. hitem (hitam)

Paiwan dzam dzem (dém 14 AL, truéc dém
ram)

Ngb An Ky trong sach Nam Ddao ngir phan
logi nghién cuu (trang 85, 118) dua ra cach doc
tiéng Malay-Tagalog nguyén thiy la *malam
sau khi d6i chiéu cach doc cac ngdn ngir sau:

Cham Giarai Rade Aceh/Indo Madhura

malam mlam mlam malam  malom

Pong thoi, ong ciing chi ra cach doc tir
“dém” trong nhom Trang—Bong co ban bao ton
cach doc tiéng Nam Dao cb:

Thai Lingao Bong Sui  Trang-Bong

kham®ham* nam®> ?nam® *k-nam

Pé chi mau den, tiéng Viét con vay muon
mot s6 cach ndi khéc cua tir ving tiéng Han nhur
sau:

> Muc & (doc trai tir “mic”, chi mau den
nhu muc Xa): chd muc.

> Huyén Z (mau den nhanh): hat huyén.

> O % (mau den nhu 16ng qua): ngua o,
gao.

> Hic % (mau den): hic in, hic am.

Ngoai ra, trong tiéng Viét con co nhiéu tir chi
c4c mau sic khac va da phan déu du nhap tur
tiéng Han, vi du: lam ¥, luc %% hong 41,
tia/tim %5, dong 4... Tuy nhién, khi du nhap
vao tiéng Viét ¥ nghia ctia cac tir trén it nhidu cd
thay doi. Vi du: “hdng” trong tiéng Han chi mau
do, tiéng Viét chi mau hong phéan; “bach” trong
tiéng Han chi mau tring, con trong tleng Viét
chi mau trang tinh, toan mét mau trang (vi du:
trang bach, chugt bach, hoa hong bach). ..

3. Két luan

Viéc nghién ciu ngudn gbc lich sir tir vung
la cong viéc vo cung kho khan phuc tap, nhiéu
luc “théy vay ma khdng phai vay”. Do do, trong
bai viét nay ching toi chi so luge bude dau tim
hleu ngUOn goC Clia ndm mau séc co ban trong
tiéng Viét dua trén Bang 100 tir co ban cua

Swadesh. C6 thé thay hai tir chi mau den va
mau trang déu cd ngudn géc Nam Dao rd nét,
hai tir chi mau vang va xanh lai xuat xu tir tiéng
Han. Tuy nhién tir chi mau do lai c6 sy tiép xdc
gitra cac nhom Viét-Muong, Dong-Pai va ca
Nam Dao. Trong bdi canh quan hé than thugc
chdng chéo va phiic tap nhu vay, nhitng tuong
tng ndo mang tinh hé thong hon ca c6 thé 1a két
qua caa quan hé coi nguon, truong hop con lai
la két qua cua sy vay muon do tiép xuc. Tur chi
mau do quy vé nhém Viét-Muong la thuyét
phuc hon ca.
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