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VE CAC PON VI “CHINH CHU”, “CHIN CHU”?
“CHINH CHU”, “CHIN CHU”?

NGUYEN THI THANH TRUYEN
(Pai hoc KHXH&NV, PHQG TP HCM)

Abstract: In Vietnamese daily talks, we usually use "chinh chu" and "chin chu".
However, the word "chinh chu" is really not in the dictionary. By "chin chu", it means
“thoughtful”, “careful” and “unmistaken”. After analyzing the meaning of "chinh chu", we
believe that it can be properly used. We argue that“chinh chu” should be formally admitted

and have a “legal” position in linguistics.
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1. Pitvan dé

Nha ngon ngit hoc ngudi Phap gdc Thuy
Si Charles Bally viét: “Ngon ngit ngay mai
duge chuén bi trong mot loat nhiing cai sai
clia ngdn ngit ngdy hém nay”. Piéu nay co
nghia 1a nhitng cai dung khong ding cua
ngay hom nay nhung cu 1ap di ldp lai va
dugc cong dong chap nhan thi it hian no s&
thanh dung va dugc st dung rong ridi. Do
cling 1a diéu tat nhién vi ngdn ngit ludn van
dong va phat trién ciing véi sy phat trién ciia
xd hoi. O day, ching ta quay lai vin dé then
chét, d6 1a sy ton tai cua hai tir “chin chu” va
“chinh chu”. Hang ngay chung ta dd chimg
kién rat nhiéu truong hop dung ca hai tir nay,
nhung tir ndo mai 1a chuén, 1a dung? Hay la
hai tir déu ton tai song song va déu co y
nghia nhu nhau.

2. Nghia tir dién cia “chin chu” va
“chinh chu”

Dé hiéu rd hon vé hai tir ndy, chung toi
da 1an tim trong mot s6 tir dién: Lé Ngoc Tru
(1993), Tam Nguyén tw dién Viét Nam, Nxb
Thanh phé HO6 Chi Minh; Thanh Nghi
(1958), Tir dién Viét Nam, Nxb Thoi - Thé,
Sai Gon; Pao Duy Anh (1957), Han Viét tir
dién, Nxb Truong Thi, Sai Gon; Hoang Phé
(2007), Tir dién tiéng Viét, Nxb Pa Nang.

Tir dién tiéng Viét cia Hoang Phé (2007)
dinh nghia “chin chu” nhu sau:

(t) chu dao, can than, khong ché trach gi
duoc: qud‘n Go chin chu, tinh todn rat chin
chu.

Vay theo tir dién Hoang Phé, “chin chu”
dung dé chi nhitng con ngudi ngin nép, c6
né nép, ki ludng. Vi du: “Anh dy la nguoi
chin chu”, “Chj an mdc chin chu nhuw vay thi
lam sao hop véi bau khéng khi da héi nhw
thé nay” ; v.v.

Con “chinh chu” hoan toan khong cé
trong bon cudn tir dién trén.

3. Phén tich nghia cia “chinh” va
66chu,,

Nhu trén thi 1d rang trong tir dién khong
c6 “chinh chu”, vay tai sao chung ta van
nghe tir ndy ton tai trong doi sdng hing
ngay?

C6 nguoi nghe toi “chinh chu” thay la
hodc, con ¢ y kién thi cho rang lam gi ¢6
“chin chu”. Chung ta dya trén nguyén tic
phan tich tir trong ngdn ngit hoc dé giai thich
truong hop nguodi dung “chinh chu” 1a c6 co
s0.

Trude hét chung ta xét tir “chinh” theo
dinh nghia cua tir dién:
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(1) chinh: sua cho ngay, cho dang: chinh
dén, chinh té, chinh trang... (Tam nguyén tu
dién Viét Nam).

(2) chinh: (khong dung mot minh) ngay,
can, déu, thir ty (Ttr dién Viét Nam).

- chinh don (dt): stra sang, se'ip dat lai cho
¢6 th 16p (chinh dén viéc huong thon).

- chinh nghi (dt): sua sang cho dugc sang
sua, oai phong.

- chinh té (tt): ngan nap, gon gang, dau ra
day.

- chinh tu (bt): tu chinh, sip dat, sira lai.

Va hang loat nhimng tir ghép khac gin
nghia nhu: chinh [i, chinh siwc, chinh tic,
chinh trang...

(3) chinh: nguyén thé, hoan toan c6 thir
tu, ngay ngan, can xang (Han Viét tir dién ).

- chinh bi: chinh d6n cho sin sang.

- chinh dung: sua sang dung mao cho
gon.

- chinh dén: sira sang, sip dat cho chinh
té.

Va nhiing tir gan nghia nhu: chinh i,
chinh nghi, chinh suc, chinh té, chinh tic,
chinh vii...cling c6 nghia 1a stra sang, sap dat
lai cho gon.

(4) Chinh: theo Tir dién tiéng Viét cta
Hoang Phé thudc hai 16p tir loai la tinh tor va
dong tu:

(t) can dbi, c6 trat tu hop li, ding quy tic
gilta cc thanh phan cdu tao: doi cdu rat
chinh.

(dg) sira lai vi tri, tu thé cho ngay ngin,
cho dung: chinh lai dwong ngam, chinh lai
twe thé ngoi trueée khi chup anh.

Va cac tir ghép co yéu té “chinh” nhu:
chinh don, chinh hinh, chinh hudn, chinh Ii,
chinh lwu, chinh sita, chinh té, chinh thé,
chinh trang, ...

Vay, nhu trén da tim hiéu, chung ta thiy
rang tir “chinh” 1a mot tir c6 kha ning ton tai

doc lap (1a thuc tir) thudc hai 16p tu loai:
dong tur va tinh tur.

Thir dén, chung ta thir di tim nghia cia tir
“chu” va xem n6 c¢6 kha nang van dung ddc
1ap hay khong.

(1) Trong Tir dién tiéng Viét cia Hoang
Phé, “chu” thudc hai 16p tu loai 1a dong tur
va tinh tur.

(dg) chiim moi lai va dau ra phia trudc.

(t) [khng] day du va dat mic yéu cau, c6
thé 1am cho yén tam, hai 1ong: diroc thé nay
la chu ldm.

(2) Trong Tam nguyén tir dién, “chu” c6
nghia la “giap vong”, “vay xung quanh”.

(3) Trong Tir dién Viét Nam, “chu” cb
nghia 1a “quanh khap” va ciing dugc doc 1a
“chau” (chau vi).

(4) Trong Hdn Viét tir dién, “chu” ciing
c6 nghia la vong xung quanh hinh tron (chu
bao, chu ki, chu luu, chu san) va ciling c6
nghia 1a dén noi dén chén (chu ddo, chu
toan, chu tat...).

Nhu vay, “chu” ¢ day c6 nghia la mét cai
gi d6 toan ven, tron tria, can than, dat dén
mirc 1am cho ngudi ta cam thiy hai long,
khong dé so suat. Tir nay ciing c6 kha ning
van dung doc 1ap néu ding trong khau ngit:
“Pugc thé nay la chu lim” (Hoang Phé, Tir
dién tiéng Viét, NXB Da Nang, tr.226).

4. “Chinh chu”, ding hay sai?

Theo phan tich y nghia cua tir “chinh” va
“chu” nhu trén, chiing t6i thay rang dung tir
“chinh chu” (thay vi “chin chu”) la khong
sai va hoan toan c6 co so.

“Chinh chu” truong hop nay rd rang la
mot tir ghép dang 1ap véi hai tinh tir “chinh”
va “chu”, cling c6 thé so sanh nhu cic
truong hop: “an ngu”, “di dung”, “cuoi
no6i”,... vay.

Chinh (tt) (can dbi, co trat tu hop li, ding
quy tic...) + chu (tt) (toan ven, tron tria, can
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than, dat &én mirc 1am cho nguoi ta cam théy
hai 10ng, khong dé so suit) = chinh chu.
Chung ta van thuong nghe mot sé cach
n6i nhu: “Anh dy tréng that chinh chu”,
“Anh dy la ngwoi chinh chu”. RS rang, trong
nhiing truong hop nay “chinh chu” la tinh
tir, ¢ nghia dung dé chi mot nguoi ki ludng,
lich sy, ding déan, khong ché trach gi duoc.
Va, néu nhu vy thi rd rang nghia cua “chinh
chu” 1a sy két hop nghia cia “chinh” va
“chu
Dbi voi “chin chu”, ddy la mot tir da dugc
hop thirc hoa trong tir dién, n6 c6 nghia nhu
trén da dé cap. “Tréng c6 dy chin chu qud!”,
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“Anh Nam la nguwoi tinh todn rat chin chu’”.
Nhu vay, c6 thé néi: “Tréng cé dy chinh chu
qual!”, “Anh Nam la nguoi tinh todn rdt
chinh chu”. R3 rang, hai tir nay cung dé biéu
hién mot ¥ nghia gidng nhau.

Hon nita, ban vé& mat tir vung thi ching ta
cling nén dé cap dén van dé ngir 4am. Am tiét
“chin” [cin’] trong phuong ngit Bic duoc
phat am bang modt nguyén am dong trudc.
Nhung trong phuong ngit Nam nguyén am
dich vao giltta, va dugc phat am thanh
“chun”. Mat khac, trong phuong ngli Nam,
van “-inh” ciing dwoc phat am thanh “-un”
(Hoang Thi Chau, 2004, tr.182). Nhu vay
trong phuong ngit Nam, van “-in” va “-inh”
dugc phat am giéng nhau va duoc phat am
thanh “-un”. Truong hop “chin” va “chinh”
cling duwoc phat am giéng nhau thanh
“chim”. Pay ciing c6 thé 1a nguyén nhan hai
tir “chin chu” va “chinh chu” cing ton tai
song song trong cac tinh hudng noi ning
hing ngay.

5. Két luan

“Mot chuan ngon ngit cudi cung ¢ hinh
thanh va thuc té c6 ton tai duoc hay khéng,

1a do sé dong c6 that sy chdp nhan va van
dung no hay khong trong thyc tién ngon ngit
cua minh” (Hoang Phé, 1980). Va “chinh
chu” trong truong hop nay ciing thé, né ciing
¢6 dugc xa hoi st dung. Thiét nghi, “chinh
chu” cling nén dugc thira nhan mot cach hop
thirc hoa nhu “chin chu” va tao cho n6 mét
chd ding “hop phap” trong tiéng Viét. Hon
nita, ngdén nglt khong phai 1a mot “cong
trinh” da hoan toan bét di bat dich, ma la
mot hoat dong dang dién ra, khi tri tué con
nguoi lam viéc khong ngimg nghi dé thich
{mg voi Am thanh, chat liéu ngir m va sy thé
hién cua tu duy. N6 luén van dong va phat
trién khong ngimg, chung ta phai biét chap
nhan khi n6 duoc san sinh tir nhitng nguén
gbc ¢o co s& va mang “gen” cla nhiing
ngudn gbc ay, nghia 1a chip nhan né mot
cach co can ct. Piéu d6 gbp phan lam cho
ngodn ngir phat trién mot cach ty nhién, lam
giau cho 16p tir vung va lam cho tiéng Viét
ta ngay cang giau va phong phu hon.
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